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What Next for the 
Black Radical Congress 


Building a United Front of the Black Left 


By Gerald Sanders 

“If you believe in the politics of Black 
Liberation join us in Chicago in 1998 at the 
Black Radical Congress. If you hate what 


New America put it, “We had to figure out 
how to take our weekend movement and have 
a program for all seven days of the week.” 

TASKS TO BE RESOLVED 
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threaten 

workers, the environment and democracy 

by PB Floyd damages if any national, state or local 

The Multilateral Agreement on Investment government made any rule which restricted 
(MAI) is a bill of internationally enforceable" corporate actions in a way considered to be 
rights and freedoms for corporations against^ ^ tantamount to expropriation." This definition 
most types of government regyl^tioi^-^Mwould not require that a government actually 
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says and what it would ° Regulati^fMudlig those preventing an 
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world’s workers, democrat _fl»^^«(example, 'tinder nfesimilar to the MAI 
environment. Because there are no containe$$S ftAFTA, Emyl Corp., a US 

internationally enforceable treaties to protect' transnational, has sued Canada for $250 

human, labor or environmental rights, MAI very C million in damages because Canada banned 

literally gives corporations more legal rights MMT, a.fuel additive and dangerous neurotoxin, 

than people or governments. Although the .Canadian ban was based on 

In April, international trade representatives environmental grounds, Ethyl has argued that 

at the Organization for Economic Cooperation ^. tfee ban constitutes “an illegal expropriation” 
and Development (OECD) in Paris announced^) of its assilFsince it would have made money 
that they were shelving for six months t on MMT had it not been banned, 
negotiations on the MAI. This gives opponents expropriation rules could prevent 

of MAI a short period in which to governments from saving forests, limiting 

defeat the treaty. Because the MAI is so fining, or slowing urban sprawl. Under MAI, 
dangerous, it is essential that people quickly governments around the world could be 

learn what the MAI is and build 't global prevented from passing any environmental 

movement to smash it. L ^^^■Bioulations to avoid being sued. 

Although the agreement is hundreds of MAI also sets international standards for 
nanos Innn and comDlex. the cQM.of.lhe treaty environmental and labor regulations and. 

























What Next for the 
Black Radical Congress 


Building a United Front of the Black Left 


By Gerald Sanders 

“If you believe in the politics of Black 
Liberation join us in Chicago in 1998 at the 
Black Radical Congress. If you hate what 
capitalism has done to our community - 
widespread joblessness, dmgs, violence and 
poverty ■ come to the Congress. If you are 
fed up with the corruption of the two party 
system and want to develop a plan for real 
political change, come to the Congress. If 
you want to struggle against class 
exploitation, racism, sexism, and homophobia, 
come to the Congress..." 

And come they did. More than 2,000 
participants from 40 states gathered at 
the founding conference of the Black 
Radical Congress (BRC) June 19 - 21 at 
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New America put it, “We had to figure out 
how to take our weekend movement and have 
a program for all seven days of the week.” 

TASKS TO BE RESOLVED 
This paramount task of the BRC is yet to 
be resolved. In recognition of this a draft 
proposal has been issued by the conveners 
of the BRC entitled “The Continuation of 
the Black Radical Congress”. This document 
describes the BRC as a “network which 
represents a united front of the Black left” 
and calls for the establishment of a National 
Continuations Committee in October 1998. 
The document also states, “The BRC will 
have a national campaign from October 
1998 to October 1999. The campaign will 
be a national petition drive to bring 
1 000 000 sinnaturas tn the United Nations 


Proposed global trade treaty would threaten 
workers, the environment and democracy 

by PB Floyd damages if any national, state or local 

The Multilateral Agreement on Investment government made any rule which restricted 
(MAI) is a bill of internationally enforceable corporate actions in a way considered to be 
rights and freedoms for corporations againjst, tantamount to expropriation.” This definition 
most types of government regula,tioff^^%ould not require thqt a government actually 
Although hardly anyone'knows what "'the,,-MAI yjtake property |rom a corporation, 
says and what it would do, if passed, it has ,h& - 
potential to be the stroi^ge^iffTOp ip^^ ^ 
huge multi-national k 

world’s workers, democrat? aad the wider m!es>similar to the MAI 

contained m TNAFTA, Ethyl Corp., a US 
transnational, has sued Canada for $250 
human, labor or environmental rights, MAI very C million in 
literally gives corporations more legal rights t 
than people or governments. 


wy taxe property |rom a corporation. 
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In April, international trade representatives 
at the Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) in Paris announced 
that they were shelving for six months 
negotiations on the MAI. This gives opponents 
of MAI a short period in which to#|to 
defeat the treaty. Because the MAI is so 
dangerous, it is essential that people quickly 
learn what the MAI is and build a global 
movement to smash it. j 

Although the agreement is hundreds of 
pages long and complex, the core of the treaty 
makes the right to invest and move money a 
legally enforceable private property . right. ' 
MAI would for the first time in history give 
transnational corporations “standing” equal to 
governments to sue other national, state or 
local governments in either local or 
international courts. Suits could be brought 
seeking hundreds of millions of dollars of 
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damages because Canada banned 
t .a|uel additive and dangerous neurotoxin. 
|h the/>Canadian ban was based on 
envifbhrrient^l jppunds, Ethyl has argued that 
the ban constitutes “an illegal expropriation” 
of its asJSff since it would have made money 
MMT had it not been banned. 

'he expropriation rules could prevent 
jvernrhepts from saving forests, limiting 
(filing, or slowing urban sprawl. Under MAI, 
ivemments around the world could be 
prevented frobi passing any environmental 
regulations to avoid being sued. 

■ : 'M |f.^so sets international standards for 
environmental and labor regulations and. 
prevents governments from passing any law 
which would help workers or the environment 
more than permitted under these standards. 
These Mies are called “standstill.” The MAI 
also contains “rollback” rules which would 
require governments to gradually get rid of 
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fed up with the corruption of the two party 
system and want to develop a plan for real 
political change, come to the Congress. If 
you want to struggle against class 
exploitation, racism, sexism, and homophobia, 
come to the Congress..." 

And come they did. More than 2,000 
participants from 40 states gathered at 
the founding conference of the Black 
Radical Congress (BRC) June 19-21 at 
the University of Illinois at Chicago Circle 
Center. 

Proclaimed as an organizing center for 
developing a Black Liberation Agenda for 
the 21st Century, the event was planned for 
nearly two years. More than 600 people 
from the state of Illinois, over 200 from 
New York, and over 100 each from 
Pennsylvania, California, and Michigan 
attended. Over 140 presenters, including 
trade unionists, youth activists, prominent 
academics, and community organizers led 
workshops on issues such as: police 
brutality, political prisoners, reparations, 
fighting homophobia, and black workers and 
today’s labor movement, to name a few. 
There were 28 workshops in all. 

History Professor Manning Marable set 
the tone for the conference during the 
opening plenaiy session when he said, 
“Brothers and sisters we have been dissed 
in the house we built." A portion of the BRC 
discussed specific ways to build concrete 
projects, campaigns and struggles out of 
the convention as was the intention of 
the conveners of the BRC. As 
General Baker, Chair of 
the League of Revolu¬ 
tionaries for a 


of the BRC entitled “The Continuation of 
the Black Radical Congress”. This document 
describes the BRC as a “network which 
represents a united front of the Black left” 
and calls for the establishment of a National 
Continuations Committee in October 1998. 
The document also states, “The BRC will 
have a national campaign from October 
1998 to October 1999. The campaign will 
be a national petition drive to bring 
1,000,000 signatures to the United Nations 
charging the United States with violating 
the rights of the African American people. 
The slogan for the national campaign will be 
“End Racism and Poverty Now! Fight the 
Power to Share the Wealth! Human Rights 
For All!” 

Will the BRC succeed in carrying out its 
stated goals and become a significant 
political force in the US? The answer to 
this question depends on a number of 
factors, most important of which is what 
the participants do. There is no doubt that 
the BRC generated enormous enthusiasm 
among the participants. But enthusiasm and 
commitment, while necessary, are not 
sufficient to produce a successful 
movement, or capitalism would have been 
destroyed long ago. 

A Program that is internally consistent 
and based on the logic of the class struggle; 
leadership that has been tested and won the 
confidence of the organization; a 
democratically organized process of 

Continued 
on page 14 




MAI would for the first time in history give 
transnational corporations “standing" equal to 
governments to sue other national, state or 
local governments in either local or 
international courts. Suits could be brought 
seeking hundreds of millions of dollars of 


more than permitted under these standards. 
These rules are called “standstill." The MAI 
also contains “rollback” rules which would 
require governments to gradually get rid of 

Continued on page 15 
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Phase-in of Costa-Hawkins Act will bring highei 
rents, evictions, displacement and misery 


by Daniel Dylan Young 

Starting January 1st, 1999, there will be no 
limits on the rents that Bay Area landlords can 
charge new tenants. All Bay Area rent control 
which previously existed will be crippled due to 
the full phase-in of the Costa-Hawkins Act, a 
law passed by the California legislature in 
1996. Many poor, long-term tenants will be 
vulnerable to evictions without cause, and 
entire communities may be forced out of the 
Bay Area. 

Anyone who has been trying to find a place 
to live in the Bay Area in the past few months 
has probably noticed how bad the situation has 
become. A representative of Berkeley 
Connections, a rental referral service which 
profits from people’s difficulties in finding 
housing, reported that this is the “craziest" 
year that the rental market has ever seen, with 
up to 200 people sometimes attending the 
showing of a single apartment. 

The booming economies of Silicon Valley and 
the Bay Area, and San Francisco’s reputation 
as a livable city, have created a massive 
demand for housing. This allows realtors and 
landlords to set prices as high as they want. 

In San Francisco the market price of rents 
rose an average of 40% from 1996 to 1997, 
Ted Gullickson of the S.F. Tenants Union 
reported. Between 1997 and. 1998 they rose 
another 25%. The situation is so serious that a 
study released recently by a Washington-D.C. 
think tank reported that in the San Francisco- 
Oakland metropolitan area, 73% of low-income 
renters spend more than half of their income 
on housing. 


At this point in Berkeley, and to a much 
lesser extent in Oakland, the profiteering of 
landlords is still at least partially checked by 
rent control laws and rent stabilization 
boards. But the full phase-in of Costa-Hawkins 
will end many of the existing checks on landlord 
power. 

Costa-Hawkins’ main clause disallows all 
“vacancy control” stipulations in pre-existing 
California rent control laws. Having “vacancy 
control” means that when a person moves out 
of a rent controlled unit, the landlord cannot 
increase the rent that the next occupant will 
have to pay. Berkeley had vacancy control for 
18 years prior to the introduction of Costa- 
Hawkins. San Francisco has never had it, but 
getting vacancy control has been the main push 
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Slingshot is a quarterly, independent, 
radical newspaper published in the East Bay 
since 1988. 


Last month we held a Graphics 
Extravaganza and, through a strange 
combination of party and assembly line, 
managed to organize a mountain of our 
graphics into a tidy filing system. We had 
categories which ranged from Police, Riots 
and Violence to Animal Liberation, 
Environment, and as the night progressed, 
Religion. 

We've been talking about it for years, but 
we finally found ourselves a local union shop 
printer! We didn’t think one existed, but found 
Alternative Web Printing right in Oakland. 

In other news, we’re hoping to release the 
1999 Slingshot Organizer by mid-September. 
Don’t miss it! Your purchases keep Slingshot 
going, and keep you well informed and, 
hopefully, on-time to your appointments. 

We actually managed to cut enough articles 
to get down to 16 pages this issue. We’ve got 
a mix of local and global issues covered which 
we hope will inspire all you readers to write us 
substantive letters so we can keep up the 
debate. 

We’re always looking for writers, artists, 
photographers, editors, distributors and 
fundraisers to make the paper even better. 

Slingshot accepts unsolicited articles. 
Please send a disk if you can. We also accept 
letters, art and photographs. We do not print 
poetry. 

As always, your generous donations are 
needed to keep us going. About $20 per 
person is great. 

Editorial decisions about Slingshot are made 
by the Slingshot collective. Articles do not 
necessarily represent the opinions of everyone 
involved with Slingshot. We welcome debate, 
discussion and criticism. 

Slingshot New Volunteer Meeting 


^Letters to Slingshot 


/ 


Dear Slingshot, / 

Wow! Someone must really like me, since mail 
call produced your "fine" newspaper. 


I'm a P.O.WYvictim of the "War On Drugs." 
Another statistic whose crime was "furnishing" the 
"killer weed,” marijuana to sick and terminally ill 
patients who belonged to my cannabis co-op. 


I was charged with four (4) counts of sales, but 
was convicted of two (2) counts. A total of 3/4 of 
an ounce to a 73 year old terminally ill cancer 
patient who has since passed away. 

I noted in P.B. Floyd's article "Marijuana 
Updates" (summer ‘98 Slingshot) that the son of 
Tony Blair's home secretary was busted for sales, 
but released with a warning. Gee! What do they 
know in Europe that we don't know here? One 
thing is for certain however, and that is I will join a 
half a million of my brothers and sisters that are 
arrested annually for marijuana offenses alone. 


that over 100,000 people die per year from 
overdosing on legal prescription medicine (US 
News and World Report), and one million are 
hospitalized annually. "No one" has ever 
overdosed on marijuana, no one, nada, nein, 
nyet. Even the New England Journal of Medicine 
acknowledges that marijuana is safer than aspirin. 
The fastest growing business in California is 
corrections, and by the year 2003 there will be a 
73% increase in the states prison population from 
183,000 to 234,000 plus. 


ounce per week. If you could not afford to 
donate it was given to you for free!! No questions 
asked. Simple as that. We only wanted to cover 
cost! Now I face six years in prison for "sales" of 
3/4 of an ounce or 21 grams.' 


f 


As a member of this movement from it's 
conception, (compassionate use) I have made it 
my goal to keep updated on "marijuana facts and 
figures." Some that you and your readers may or 
may not be aware of are: According to the 
Chicago Tribure, there has been a 700% 
increase in drug related arrests since 1980. The 
California Department of Corrections reports 
that in 1997,70% of all state prisoners were in for 
non-violent offenses, (majority drug possession), 


On November 5, 1996, 56% of the registered 
voters in California who bothered to vote passed 
Prop. 215, the compassionate use act, now 
HSl1362.ELf 

As of this date, no state governmental agency 
has implemented any way of distributing safe, 
mold and pesticide "free" cannabis to those who 
have doctor's recommendations to use it. The 
Federal government, along with state Attorney 
General Dan Lundgren, have succeeded in 
^prosecuting and closing down the San Francisco 
^Buyer's Club, San Jose, San Diego, Marin, 

* Hayward, Sacramento, San Luis Obispo, 
Oakland, and Flower Therapy. Peter Baez, Scott 
Imler, Dennis Peron, Marvin Chaver, Jeff and 
Scott (San Diego), Todd McCormick, and Lynette 
Shaw are all awaiting trial for furnishing, sales, 
distribution, etc. This is not what the voters 
intended and it is not what we were about. 
Having to "buy" our supply, we asked for a 
donation of $20 per quarter (7 grams) limit of one 


/ 


Not pounds, not kilos, but grams, and less than 
28.5 on top of it. Oh well!! Not as bad as some of 
my fellow P.O.W.'s but still a little stiff. 

X 

I was denied Prop. 215 as a defense as well as 
“medical necessity," so I have no effective 
defense. My public defender is appealing, but it 
will take at least two years to get into the 
appellate. All of our volunteers are die-hard 
activists, and we knew what was involved when 
we got in to this. Still, I feel my time is nothing 
compared to “Move" and Geronimo Pratt, and 
Aim, and some of the others, but we are still not 
free! Even after it was voted in to law. So our 
fight and struggle goes on too! 


Thank you for putting me on your mailing list, 
and one day I will gladly repay you through aj 
donation. Till then, yours in the cause!! 

David Herrick 

P.S. I'd love to get letters: l|*i 
David Herrick #1750882 
550 N. Flower St. J-4-4 
Santa Ana, CA 92703 
P.S.S. I have a written recommendation to use 
cannabis from a bonafide Calif. Physician, but that 
was not the issue. Caregiving and sales was!! 




By Aaron Cometbus 

Tim was such a control freak, he even 
planned his own death. No memorial service, he 
said. No tributes. Not even a mention in his own 
magazine, Maximum Rock-N-Roll. 

Jo said it to his face. “You can’t tell us what 
to do about it," she said. “You’ll be dead.” But 
Tim just laughed. 

Now we lauqh too, talking about the Tim 


wrong. But he carried on, and that’s what 
really matters to me. Through personal 
attacks, physical threats, and years and years 
of hard woik, he carried on without bitterness 
or a crippling sense of nostalgia. Working his 
day job of loading crates at the Lawrence hall 
of Science, spending all his free time working 
. on the Maximum Rock-N-Roll radio show and 


a job as secretary for a slumlord. They still 
stopped by Gilman occasionally, but they had 
their own lives to think about now. Meanwhile, 
Tim kept on typing and typing, and that year 
donated the MRR profits to fifty fanzines and 
small newspapers, including Slingshot. What 
the moral of the story is, I don’t know, except 









Alternative Web Printing nght in Oakland. 

In other news, we’re hoping to release the 
1999 Slingshot Organizer by mid-September. 
Don’t miss it! Your purchases keep Slingshot 
going, and keep you well informed and, 
hopefully, on-time to your appointments. 

We actually managed to cut enough articles 
to get down to 16 pages this issue. We’ve got 
a mix of local and global issues covered which 
we hope will inspire all you readers to write us 
substantive letters so we can keep up the 
debate. 

We’re always looking for writers, artists, 
photographers, editors, distributors and 
fundraisers to make the paper even better. 

Slingshot accepts unsolicited articles. 
Please send a disk if you can. We also accept 
letters, art and photographs. We do not print 
poetry. 

As always, your generous donations are 
needed to keep us going. About $20 per 
person is great. 

Editorial decisions about Slingshot are made 
by the Slingshot collective. Articles do not 
necessarily represent the opinions of everyone 
involved with Slingshot. We welcome debate, 
discussion and criticism. 

Slingshot New Volunteer Meeting 

New volunteers interested in getting 
involved in Slingshot can meet with us on 
September 20th at 5 p.m. at the Long Haul. 
Address is printed below. 

Article Deadline & Next Issue date 

The projected deadline for issue #63 is 
November 3rd. Issue #63 is expected to be 
out on November 19th. 

Printed August 5, 1998 

Volume 1, Number 62 • Circulation: 8,000 

Slingshot Newspaper 

3124 Shattuck Ave. • Berkeley, CA 94705 
Phone: (510) 540-0751 

Email: resist@bum.ucsd.edu 

WWW: http://burn.ucsd.edu/-resist/slingshot 
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arrested annually for marijuana offenses alone. 


As a member of this movement from it's 
conception, (compassionate use) I have made it 
my goal to keep updated on "marijuana facts and 
figures." Some that you and your readers may or 
may not be aware of are: According to the 
Chicago Tribure, there has been a 700% 
increase in drug related arrests since 1980. The 
California Department of Corrections reports 
that in 1997, 70% of all state prisoners were in for 
non-violent offenses, (majority drug possession), 
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Federal government, along with state Attorney 
General Dan Lundgren, have succeeded in 
prosecuting and closing down the San Francisco 
Buyer's Club, San Jose, San Diego, Marin, 
Hayward, Sacramento, San Luis Obispo, 
Oakland, and Flower Therapy. Peter Baez, Scott 
Imler, Dennis Peron, Marvin Chaver, Jeff and 
Scott (San Diego), Todd McCormick, and Lynette 
Shaw are all awaiting trial for furnishing, sales, 
distribution, etc. This is not what the voters 
intended and it is not what we were about. 
Having to "buy' 1 our supply, we asked for a 
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Thank you for putting me on your mailing list, 
and one day I will gladly repay you through a j 
donation. Till then, yours in the cause!! 

David Herrick 

P.S. I'd love to get letters: (|^ 

David Herrick #1750882 
550 N. Flower St. J-4-4 

Santa Ana, CA 92703 _ 

P.S.S. I have a written recommendation to use 
cannabis from a bonafide Calif. Physician, but that 
was not the issue. Caregiving and sales was!! 




By Aaron Cometbus 

Tim was such a control freak, he even 
planned his own death. No memorial service, he 
said. No tributes. Not even a mention in his own 
magazine, Maximum Rock-N-Roll. 

Jo said it to his face. “You can’t tell us what 
to do about it,” she said. “You’ll be dead.” But 
Tim just laughed. 

Now we laugh too, talking about the Tim « 
Yohannon statue we should build, part in^ 
^tribute and part in spite. At as many tributes f 
and memorials as possible, we get sappy and 
sentimental. He would have hated all the 
nostalgia and reverence. Why mourn the past 
when there’s work to do? Because, Tim, it 
helps us see where to go from here. 

For someone who made so many enemies, he 
sure had a lot of friends. I wonder who will miss 
him more. Those who respected Tim for his 
stubbornness, his morality, his demands for 
responsibility and accountability; or those who 
hated him for it, and used his fanaticism as a 
defense for their own lack of character and 
hard work. 

Of course it wasn’t that simple, because Tim 
was a nain in the ass to deal with, and often 



Hooray! 

The Organizer is Almost Ready! 


wrong. But he carried on, and that’s what 
really matters to me. Through personal 
attacks, physical threats, and years and years 
of hard woik, he carried on without bitterness 
or a crippling sense of nostalgia. Working his 
day job of loading crates at the Lawrence hall 
of Science, spending all his free time working 
on the Maximum Rock-N-Roll radio show and 
MRR magazine, then turning all profits back 
into the community. 

These profits and Tim’s knack for 
organization launched the Gilman Street 
Project club, Blacklist Mailorder, and the 
Epicenter record store and community center. 
In short, his hard work provided the radio show 
we could all listen to while doing the dishes, the 
magazine we could be bored by, the club we 
could stand outside, the place to mailorder our 
shitty fanzines, the record label to put out our 
shitty local bands, and the record store where 
we could play free pool and use the bathroom. 
Even taken at its lowest level, and taken for 
granted, it was the scenery and soundtrack 
for our community and the framework for 
keeping that community alive and self- 
sufficient. It’s easy to be critical of 
institutions, including Tim Yohannon, who was 
himself sort of an institution. But who has the 
passion and patience to create and uphold 
those institutions for everyone else to be 
critical of, take for granted, to measure 
themselves against? 

I remember one show at Gilman, a young cute 
.boy up at the microphone giving an impassioned 


a job as secretary for a slumlord. They still 
stopped by Gilman occasionally, but they had 
their own lives to think about now. Meanwhile, 
Tim kept on typing and typing, and that year 
donated the MRR profits to fifty fanzines and 
small newspapers, including Slingshot. What 
the moral of the story is, I don’t know, except 



that life is cruel, Tim deserved the rose, and 
being right once is not as admirable as being 
wrong ten times and right ninety. 

For someone so serious and hardwoiking, he 
sure laughed a lot. He had a way of laughing not 
just at your jokes, but also your troubles and 


I remernuei one aiiuw cuvanmaii, a yuuiiy»» , , , ■ ■ . . 

4 boy up at the microphone giving an impassioned y criticisms and almost everything. Laughing 



















September 20th at 5 p.m. at the Long Haul. 
Address is printed below. 

Article Deadline & Next Issue date 

The projected deadline for Issue #63 is 
November 3rd. Issue #63 is expected to be 
out on November 19th. 

Printed August 5,1998 
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and memorials as possible, we get sappy and 
sentimental. He would have hated all the 
nostalgia and reverence. Why mourn the past 
when there’s work to do? Because, Tim, it 
helps us see where to go from here. 

For someone who made so many enemies, he 
sure had a lot of friends. I wonder who will miss 
him more. Those who respected Tim for his 
stubbornness, his morality, his demands for 
responsibility and accountability; or those who 
hated him for it, and used his fanaticism as a 
defense for their own lack of character and 
hard work. 

Of course it wasn’t that simple, because Tim 

was a pain in the ass to deal with, and often 
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Hooray! 

The Organizer is Almost Ready! 


Still Only $5 each 

(includes postage) 

Bulk Only $3 each 

For 5 or more copies 
(includes postage) 

Send checks, etc. to: 

Slingshot Collective 
3124 Shattuck Ave. 

Berkeley. CA 94705 

Or, coming soon 
to an Infoshop 
near you. 




These proms ana urns Knaci* ror 
organization launched the Gilman Street 
Project club, Blacklist Mailorder, and the 
Epicenter record store and community center. 

In short, his hard work provided the radio show 
we could all listen to while doing the dishes, the 
magazine we could be bored by, the club we 
could stand outside, the place to mailorder our 
shitty fanzines, the record label to put out our 
shitty local bands, and the record store where 
we could play free pool and use the bathroom. 
Even taken at its lowest level, and taken for 
granted, it was the scenery and soundtrack 
for our community and the framework for 
keeping that community alive and self- 
sufficient. It’s easy to be critical of 
institutions, including Tim Yohannon, who was 
himself sort of an institution. But who has the 
passion and patience to create and uphold 
those institutions for everyone else to be 
critical of, take for granted, to measure 
themselves against? 

I remember one show at Gilman, a young cute 
.boy up at the microphone giving an impassioned 
speech against Tim and Maximum Rock-N-Roll. 
At the end of the speech a young beautiful girl 
came up and gave the boy a rose. The crowd 
cheered, the boy and girl congratulated 
themselves, and in a house across the bay Tim 
Yohannon continued typing and typing and 
typing. Where had the boy and girl been years 
earlier when Tim was breaking up fights at 
shows, confronting the skinheads, doing more 
than anyone to further the political agenda of 
punk? 

Where were they two years later? 
Naturally, they had moved on with their lives. 
The boy quit doing his fanzine and moved to 
Santa Cruz, the girl grew out her hair and got 

r 



that life is cruel, Tim deserved the rose, and 
being right once is not as admirable as being 
wrong ten times and right ninety. 

For someone so serious and hardworking, he 
sure laughed a lot. He had a way of laughing not 
just at your jokes, but also your troubles and 
y criticisms and almost everything. Laughing 
• with you, not at you, even though he started 
laughing first. I don’t know how he did that, ( 
but it was a good trick. It got you laughing at 
your troubles, and life itself, and at Tim for 
having such a weird, annoying laugh. It was 
contagious and really comforting. 

It’s to sappy to say that when they made 
Tim they broke the mold, but also funny, 
because if they hadn't, two or three Tim 
Yohannons would be running around working 
everyone to the bone and laughing that 
annoying laugh, and we would have lost our 
fucking minds. But though there’s no more 
mold and no more Tim, you can still see his 
imprint on a lot of lives. 
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Slingshot is free in the Bay Area and is available at Long Haul and Bound Together Books (SF), plus 
lots of other places. Subscriptions to Slingshot are $1 per issue (bulk mail pre-paid) or $2 for First Class 
Mail after the issue comes out. International subs are $2.50 per issue. Back issues are also available. 
Bulk copies are available for 50 cents per issue for 6 or more copies. In Europe, order Slingshot througf 
Active Distro, ... 

If you are a subscriber and your mailing label reads last issue: 62”, this is your last issue. Send $ or a 
card or you’ll be removed from the list. Prisoners get a year free, renewed each year if you write us to 
say they’re still locked up. Financial hardship subscription extensions for non-prisoners will be considered 
- send us a card or something. We exchange with other publications and poltiical groups on request. 
Please let us know if you move. Please send us $$$. 
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by Donna McCabe 

Since the first murmurs about energy 
deregulation, I’ve been asking everyone I know 
“So what are you going to do?” By and large, 
the answer is the same. From radicals to 
conservatives,, people ar~*“' ““ rlnn ’ t 

know, so nothing. We’ll 
stick with PG&E until 
we figure it all out." It’s 
hopelessly 

complicated, but even 
if you manage to make 
sense of it all, there 
really isn’t much 
choice. Energy 
deregulation does not 
discourage energy use, 
and moves us father 
from a system that 
would give people control over energy 
generation: public ownership of utilities. 
Deregulation is a fraud because it appears to 
offer choice in the market, but no matter who 
you choose, nothing is 
likely to change. 

California was the first 
state to offer all electric 
customers a “choice” of 
power companies. The 
way you’ve purchased 
electricity in the past was 
through the highly 
regulated privately held 
monopoly of Pacific Gas 
and Electric. It is exactly 
because they were a 
monopoly that they were 
so highly regulated. 
Prices were somewhat 
controlled, safety issues 
were somewhat 
considered, and the 
government had some 


generation 

y 


transmission 

k 


distribution 


What is Green-E? 

Traditional PG&E power is generated by a 
mix of coal, nuclear, large hydro, 
and natural gas. Under 
deregulation, renewable, 

“Green-E” power, with its own 

cheerful Green-E 
logo, is available for a 
higher rate. 

Renewable 
energy is defined to 
include biomass, 
geothermal, small- 
scale hydroelectric, 
wind power and solar. 
Biomass refers to 
plants and organic 
matter which are 
_____ burned or converted 

into fuel, then used to produce electricity. 
Geothermal power uses huge wells which pipe 
steam and hot water trapped underground to 
the surface to make electricity. If you stay with 
PG&E while trying to figure out who the best 
company to switch to is, you are still getting 
their same old non-renewable mix, and you’re 
still adding to the pockets of PG&E 

Will Choosing Green-E Make a Difference? 

No one can filter which electrons will be 
delivered directly to your home: all the power 
gets mixed together. The propaganda of the 
clean producers tries to imply that more, better, 
cleaner power plants will be built if only you 
choose the higher rate and switch to them. 
Unfortunately, there is no reason to believe this 
will happen. A few socially conscious people 
may be willing to pay higher rates, but industry, 
the largest user of power, will mostly continue 

Continued on page 15 


say in the way power was generated. At PG&E 
profits (and there were and still are high profits) 
went to shareholders. 

Despite well-packaged claims to the 
contrary, deregulation was explicitly designed 
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the average rate payer won’t be benefiting 
much from it. Just for starters, the Public 
Utilities Commission has allowed an $80 
million add-on to rates so utilities can “educate” 
rate payers about the restructuring! This came 
in the form of ads, billboards, and colorful 
refrigerator magnets with witty slogans. They 
said things like “knowledge is power" but 
neglected to provide you with any information. 

And that heralded 10% rate reduction? It is 
really a hidden tax since utilities will borrow 
money to make up for the lower rates and then 
make citizens pay the loan off over 10 years, 
adding about $7 a month to your bill. What it 
has meant for my house’s bill — a $20 savings 
for our 10% rate reduction, and a $28 charge 
(called the Competition Transition Charge or 
CTC) to subsidize the 10% mandated savings 
— thereby increasing our monthly bill by $8. 
Yes, a rate cut that is smaller than the charges 
added to pay for it. The added CTC charge will 
continue until at least March 2002. After that all 
bets are off. It could continue to “cover the 
ongoing costs associated with opening the 


accounts for only 20-25% of your monthly bill. 

PG&E will still hold a regulated monopoly over 
the transmission and distribution. 


electric utility industry to competition," or it 
could disappear entirely. 

The electric utility industry is divided into 
three parts — generation, transmission, and 
distribution. The only part being opened to 
competition is generation, which currently 
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in the form of ads, billboards, and colorful 
refrigerator magnets with witty slogans. They 
said things like “knowledge is power” but 
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money to make up for the lower rates and then 
make citizens pay the loan off over 10 years, 
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(called the Competition Transition Charge or 
CTC) to subsidize the 10% mandated savings 
— thereby increasing our monthly bill by $8. 
Yes, a rate cut that is smaller than the charges 
added to pay for it. The added CTC charge will 
continue until at least March 2002. After that all 
bets are off. It could continue to “cover the 
ongoing costs associated with opening the 


accounts for only 20-25% of your monthly bill. 
PG&E will still hold a regulated monopoly over 
the transmission and distribution. 
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plants and organic 
matter which are 
burned or converted 
into fuel, then used to produce electricity. 
Geothermal power uses huge wells which pipe 
steam and hot water trapped underground to 
the surface to make electricity. If you stay with 
PG&E while trying to figure out who the best 
company to switch to is, you are still getting 
their same old non-renewable mix, and you’re 
still adding to the pockets of PG&E 
shareholders. 

Will Choosing Green-E Make a Difference? 

No one can filter which electrons will be 
delivered directly to your home: all the power 
gets mixed together. The propaganda of the 
clean producers tries to imply that more, better, 
cleaner power plants will be built if only you 
choose the higher rate and switch to them. 
Unfortunately, there is no reason to believe this 
will happen. A few socially conscious people 
may be willing to pay higher rates, but industry, 
the largest user of power, will mostly continue 
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$ike Messengers 




by Ronnie R. 

In the past year and a half, San Francisco 
bicycle messengers have taken significant 
steps toward organizing for collective action 
against their bosses — the courier company 
owners — and by extension, corporate 
downtown. This is a struggle that should be of 
interest to all pro-labor people, and, 
specifically, those who see the radical 
possibilities latent in a transient, counter- 
cultural workforce centered in the heart of 
San Francisco’s financial district. 

The San Francisco Bicycle Messenger 
Association (SFBMA) was established in 1990 
as an in-yer-face assertion that since the 
courier company bosses have a club (AMCS — 


out a newsletter, and is in the process of 
formulating tactics and strategies. In the 
past several months, messengers at three 
different courier companies — Advanced, 
DMS and Professional — have banded 
together and made modest demands which 
their employers have ceded. A small fissure in 


SFBMA Demands 


no 
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Almost two million people are currently 
locked up in US prisons and jails, the majority 
of whom are people of color. Since 1980 the 
population of prisoners has tripled and it is 
expected to double again by 2005. Between 
1990 and 1995, 213 new federal and state 
prison facilities were constructed, representing 
a 41 percent increase in prison capacity. The 
growing reliance on imprisonment as a solution 


aims to raise awareness and stimulate 
meaningful action against the expansion of the 
US prison system. In addition to developing 
practical strategies and sparking revitalized | 
activism around prisons and prisoners’ rights, 
Critical Resistance seeks to make connections j 
between the wide array of issues currently 
being addressed by various individuals and 
organizations in order to build a movement that 









Pike Messengers 

Show Signs o f Li fe 


by Ronnie R. 

In the past year and a half, San Francisco 
bicycle messengers have taken significant 
steps toward organizing for collective action 
against their bosses — the courier company 
owners — and by extension, corporate 
downtown. This is a struggle that should be of 
interest to all pro-labor people, and, 
specifically, those who see the radical 
possibilities latent in a transient, counter- 
cultural workforce centered in the heart of 
San Francisco’s financial district. 

The San Francisco Bicycle Messenger 
Association (SFBMA) was established in 1990 
as an in-yer-face assertion that since the 
courier company bosses have a club (AMCS — 
translation unknown), so should their slaves. 
The reality, however, was that the SFBMA 
existed for years as little more than a mythic 
formation emblazoned on visors and t-shirts. 

This began to change in the beginning of 
1997 after a wild-cat strike nearly broke out 
in response to yet another indignity at the 
hands of Doc Holbrook, notorious owner of 
Ultra Ex, one of the largest courier firms in 
the city. Only a week or so before Christmas of 
1996, Ultra Ex called an early morning, 
mandatory meeting to announce that riders 
would receive an across-the-board commission 
decrease as that year's Christmas bonus. A 
petition threatening a walk-out was quickly 
circulated and signed by virtually every 
messenger as well as some of the office staff. 
Management’s response — a combination of 
minor concessions and threats to farm the 
work out to other courier firms, thus diluting 
the effect of an isolated job action — was 
successful in deterring a strike. However, it 
galvanized interest in, and underlined the need 
for, collective, industry-wide organization. 

In fits and starts since that time, the 
SFBMA has developed into an organization 
that meets regularly, has clear demands, puts 


out a newsletter, and is in the process of 
formulating tactics and strategies. In the 
past several months, messengers at three 
different courier companies — Advanced, 
DMS and Professional — have banded 
together and made modest demands which 
their employers have ceded. A small fissure in 


SFBMA Demands 


1. Consist 

less than $3 lor a regular downtown delivery, 

regardless of what the client is charged. 

2 . Commit receive no 

less ftan 55% of the actual priee to the client. 

3. Commissioned messengers should make $80 

nTBwTwmuaHy, 

4. Al messengers should receive; pad sick 
days, vacation^ 

5 . fy fmiiceweRigeoreqBl^tamo^li: 
cash monthly. 

6> Direct cow for bike provision and ;v|ff| 

8. H^ymessengers--vs4ietheronlo<^bite, 
rcrcsar: 


the edifice of cynicism so prevalent amongst 
wage-salves can be seen. In other words, it’s a 
dynamic, open situation. 

Late last March, the SFBMA voted to 
accept an offer by the ILWU (International 
Longshore and Warehouse Union) to affiliate. 
A “working agreement” was signed in which 
the SFBMA retains its organizational 
autonomy and is afforded office space and use 
of the Union Hall at 255 9th Street, tactical 
support, and full legal defense. In exchange, 
the SFBMA pays the ILWU $137.50 a month 
(equivalent to 25 members paying $5.50) and 

Continued on page 15 
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Almost two million people are currently 
llocked up in US prisons and jails, the majority 
of whom are people of color. Since 1980 the 
population of prisoners has tripled and it is 
expected to double again by 2005. Between 
1990 and 1995, 213 new federal and state 
prison facilities were constructed, representing 
a 41 percent increase in prison capacity. The 
growing reliance on imprisonment as a solution 
to systemic social problems, combined with 
mounting corporate interests in an expanding 
punishment industry, has led to the emergence 
of a late-twentieth century prison industrial 
complex. 

Critical Resistance is a massive effort to 
rebuild and strengthen our movements for 
social justice, and to launch an organized 
campaign to challenge the prison industrial 
complex both in the US and abroad. It will 
emphasize productive exchanges between 
artists, activists, former prisoners, advocates, 
academics, attorneys, youth, prisoners’ 
families, and policy makers. Critical resistance 


aims to raise awareness and stimulate 
meaningful action against the expansion of the 
US prison system. In addition to developing 
practical strategies and sparking revitalized | 
activism around prisons and prisoners’ rights, 
Critical Resistance seeks to make connections I 
between the wide array of issues currently 
being addressed by various individuals and 
organizations in order to build a movement that 
addresses the economic and political! 
ramifications of the current prison crisis. 

Registration is free to those attending as | 
individuals. Donations are encouraged. 

For those with access to funding from | 
universities and other major institutions $751 
registration is requested. 

Critical Resistance 
PO Box 339 
Berkeley, CA 94701 
ph: 510-643-2094 • fax: 510-845-8816 
email: critresist@aol.com 
www.igc.org/justice/critical 


UC Berkeley, Sept. 25-27 1998 
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DEFENCING UNITED NATIONS PLAZA 


When fences went up around the grassy area at United Nations Plaza in San Francisco last 
| November, Food Not Bombs (FNB) volunteers had a pretty good idea of what they were for. When 
“ a volunteer from Food Not Bombs called the Department of Public Works (DPW), those 
suspicions were confirmed. The fences, he was told, were put up to keep homeless people off of the 
grass. FNB confronts these attacks on public access to public space with direct-action - by 
serving free vegetarian food and distributing literature in and around these spaces, and by 
speaking out and holding demonstrations. This is just what they did on July 14th when a 
demonstration took the fences down. 

The fences were barricades of the type used by the police for crowd control, held together 
with plastic handcuffs and hose clamps. Some folks cut through the cuffs and clamps; others just 
used determination and strength. Within minutes, the grassy area nearest to where FNB 
customarily shares free food was dotted with people sitting and rolling in the grass, and 
celebrating. In honor of Woody Guthrie's birthday, a rousing, if off-key, version of " This Land Is 
Your Land * was sung. Then the folks realized that there were three other grassy areas at UN 
Plaza still behind fences. Midway through the dismantling of the next fence, the police arrived. A t 
the end of the day, some thirty folks had been arrested and charged with refusing to leave the 
scene of a riot and resisting arrest. 

The post script to this event is that one week later, on July 22nd, the fences around the grassy 
areas at UN Plaza were taken down. "The green areas are for the people to look at, not necessarily 
to lay on," said Jorge Alfaro of the DPW. "But we're going to see how people use the space. “ 
When asked if there was any connections between the FNB demonstration and the fences coming 
down, Alfaro responded, "Of course there was a connection. The demonstrators brought it to 
everyone's attention." Remember... direct-action gets the goods! 
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by Daniel Dylan Young 

Capitalist exploitation is a thing of the 
past in the U.S., at least according to the 
National Park Service. That is the only 
message that can be drawn from their recent 
actions in regards to the monument to 
Chicago's Haymarket Martyrs. In 1997 the 
Park Service declared that the monument, 
which has stood in the Forest Home Cemetery 
since its erection in the early 1890's, was now 
to be considered an “Historic National 
Landmark." A bronze plaque was set in front 
of it explaining how the monument: ‘represents 
the labor movement's struggle for worker's 
rights and possesses national significance in 
commemorating the History of the United 
States." 

For those unschooled in American radical 
history, the Haymarket Martyrs were tried 
and killed by the American government in the 
period of repression immediately following the 
first May Day labor demonstrations of 1886. 
In Chicago the demonstrations included a 
march of over 80,000 workers on May 1 st, and 
a strike on May 3rd by workers and anarchists 
outside the McCormick Harvester plant. The 
McCormick demonstration was attacked by 
police, who killed several workers. The next day 
a large protest was held in Haymarket Square, 
which turned violent when a bomb was thrown 
at a police contingent, killing one. The police 
then fired wildly into the crowd, killing four 
workers. In the repression which followed, the 
police used the events as an excuse to round up 
eight of the most prominent Chicago 
anarchists and try them under the pretense 
that their voicing of their political beliefs had 


caused the bomb to be thrown. Four were 
executed on November 11,1887, one died in 
his prison cell, and three others spent six years 
in prison until they were pardoned in 1893 
(among these 3 was Lucy Parsons). 

Now the Illinois Labor History Society is 
claiming that they hold a ‘deed" to this 
monument to anarchist warriors against the 
tyranny of private property. Together the 
Labor Society and the U.S. government held an 
event this May 3rd at the Monument. Various 
bourgeois historians and hierarchical heads of 
major unions like the AFL-CIO spoke on the 
treatment of the Haymarket Martyrs, and. how. 
it was of great significance to the struggle of 
workers and others to gain legal rights to free 
speech and fair treatment inside the structure 
of the U.S. government. Anarchism, oddly 
enough, was not mentioned by the speakers 
(not even Paul Avrich, the author of several 
historical works dealing with American 

anarchism). It was also left out in the Chicago 
Tribune article dealing with the event, which 
explicitly stated several times that the 
Haymarket Martyrs died for their political 
beliefs -- without actually defining them. 

The Haymarket Martyrs did not die so 
that we could live in a world where the 
American government guarantees us "free" 
speech and the AFL-CIO helps us to keep 
working 8 hours a day at our jobs. Their 
struggle was for a brave new world free from 
all hierarchy and exploitation. We are no closer 
to its achievement now than they were in 1886. 
And no government body, not even the National 
Park Service, can ever help preserve their 
memory. 
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LOVE RAGE DlSSOlVCS 


EVOLUTIONARY ANARCHIST NEWSPAPER 


The Love and Rage newspaper and 
Revolutionary Anarchist Federation voted to 
dissolve itself during a brief conference in 
New York on May 23. The break-up occurred 
as a result of a philosophical/political split 
preceded by a two-year-long debate within the 
organization around a number of issues that 
proved irreconcilable. Neither side in the split 
will continue using (he Love and Rage name. 

One side is forming a new organization 
calling itself the Fire By Night Organizing 
Committee and will, at least initially, not be 
publishing a paper. This faction,which springs 
largely from the New York chapter of Love 
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and Rage, wants an organization that is less 
explicitly anarchist and that will require 
greater adherence to the organization by its 
members than was the case with Love and 
Rage. 

The other faction, which is more Mid-west 
based, has put out a call to form a new 
“revolutionary anarchist group” and will put 
out a theoretical anarchist journal, but neither 
of these projects have names yet. This faction 
wants to do a significant amount of work with 
Anti-Racist Action. 

-N.W. 




Mermaid Avenue: Music by 
Woodie Guthrie 50 years later 


by Jessie Grossman 

1 dreamed I saw Joe Hill last night, alive as 
you or me,” says this folksong about murdered 
IWW organizer Joe Hill. And so it is with 
Woody Guthrie. With the release of Mermaid 
Avenue by Billy Bragg and Wilco, a fifteen 
song album of unpublished Guthrie lyrics, it’s 
clear that, in the words of Bragg “Woody 
Guthrie has not spoken his last words to 
us...this is just his first record for fifty 
years.” 

And that’s exactly how Nora Guthrie, 
Woody’s daughter, wanted it. But she also 
wanted the album to feel like a collaboration- 
one between herself, Bragg, and, of course, 


commentator. However, we see that Guthrie 
had written plenty of songs that expressed 
his radical ideals and vision. 

Woody definitely was a visionary. As, “She 
Came Along To Me" proclaims “But I’m sure 
the women are equal, and they may be ahead of 
the men." As Bragg commented when I saw him 
play last month at the Fleadh,“The fact that 
Woody managed to write a song about women’s 
liberation in 1944, that’s just amazing." Yes, it 
is. “I Guess I planted,” an extremely well done 
pro-union song, while not exactly visionary, 
certainly speaks to his ideals and hopes for the 
worid, the proletariat in particular. 

This “Woody Guthrie” album is excellent, 


police, who killed several workers. The next day 
a large protest was held in Haymarket Square, 
which turned violent when a bomb was thrown 
at a police contingent, killing one. The police 
then fired wildly into the crowd, killing four 
workers. In the repression which followed, the 
police used the events as an excuse to round up 
eight of the most prominent Chicago 
anarchists and try them under the pretense 
that their voicing of their political beliefs had 


that we could live in a world where the 
American government guarantees us “free" 
speech and the AFL-CIO helps us to keep 
working 8 hours a day at our jobs. Their 
struggle was for a brave new world free from 
all hierarchy and exploitation. We are no closer 
to its achievement now than they were in 1886. 
And no government body, not even the National 
Park Service, can ever help preserve their 
memory. 
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SOL/DA^/TV COAJFEfcE/OCE 
—— 1999 


We propose that a conference be held in San 
rancisco, California from June 1st through 
the 5th 1999. We hope to facilitate 
discussions regarding the working class and 
our struggles with capitalism. 

These are issues that we hope to address at 
the conference; 

Stop factionalism within the progression 
towards a more effective movement of direct 
democracy. 

Combat the world bank and its structural 
adjustments by seeking alternatives and taking 
action. 

• Illustrate connections between workers, 
the environment, poverty and other pressing 
issues which urge resolution because of our 
need for an involved and compassionate 
society. 

Explore alternative forms of organizing 
and cooperation. 


The only prerequisites we uphold for the 
people who wish to attend this conference are 
that they agree with the following: 

1) The working class and the employing 
class have nothing in common. 

2) The working class should take over the 
economy. 

3) The working class must organize into 
unions to fight the capitalist class. 

Registration, input for the agenda and 
applications to facilitate workshops/ 
discussion groups are all due to the following 
address by December 31,1998. 

Please contact us at these addresses for 
further information. 

199 International Solidarity Conference 
Committee 

do San Francisco IWW, POB 40485, 

S.F. CA 94140 USA 
Email: <intl99@iww.org> 

Web: http://www.iww.org/~intl99/ 


Lucy Parsons Center 
Flooded: please help 


The Lucy Parsons Center, Boston’s 
only collectively-run autonomous 
infoshop/bookstore was hit with disaster on 
Saturday, June 13th. An extraordinary 


our funds have been depleting quickly and we 
are not sure how we will afford the higher rent 
of a new location. We are setting forth a plea 
for any fundraising help that anyone can give 









The Love and Rage newspaper and 
Revolutionary Anarchist Federation voted to 
dissolve itself during a brief conference in 
New York on May 23. The break-up occurred 
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Mermaid Avenue: Music by 
Woodie Guthrie 50 years later 


by Jessie Grossman 

“I dreamed I saw Joe Hill last night, alive as 
you or me,” says this folksong about murdered 
IWW organizer Joe Hill. And so it is with 
Woody Guthrie. With the release of Mermaid 
Avenue by Billy Bragg and Wilco, a fifteen 
song album of unpublished Guthrie lyrics, it’s 
clear that, in the words of Bragg “Woody 
Guthrie has not spoken his last words to 
us...this is just his first record for fifty 
years." 

And that’s exactly how Nora Guthrie, 
Woody’s daughter, wanted it. But she also 
wanted the album to feel like a collaboration- 
one between herself, Bragg, and, of course, 
her father. “Woody was really open to other 
musicians," she says. “And it was important to 
work with a musician who was like that. I didn’t 
want to just hand over this stuff and say, OK, 
go make a record; I’ll see you in a year.” 
Meimaid Avenue (named for the street where 
the Guthrie family lived on Coney Island) does 
seem like a collaboration, one between two 
musicians who were in it not just for the music, 
but for the politics as well. For anyone familiar 
with Billy Bragg’s music, his socialist 
sensibility is always evident in his lyrics; and we 
all know who wrote “This Land Is Your Land.” 
The cuts on Mermaid Avenue show us a more 
complicated man than just a social 


commentator. However, we see that Guthrie 
had written plenty of songs that expressed 
his radical ideals and vision. 

Woody definitely was a visionary. As, “She 
Came Along To Me” proclaims “But I’m sure 
the women are equal, and they may be ahead of 
the men.” As Bragg commented when I saw him 
play last month at the Fleadh, “The fact that 
Woody managed to write a song about women’s 
liberation in 1944, that’s just amazing." Yes, it 
is. “I Guess I planted,” an extremely well done 
pro-union song, while not exactly visionary, 
certainly speaks to his ideals and hopes for the 
world, the proletariat in particular. 

This “Woody Guthrie” album is excellent, 
and there are many more to come. Not only 
does the Billy Bragg and Wilco ensemble have 
enough tracks cut for another album, but Nora 
has some 2,500 lyrics left in her father's 
archive. And she intends to put them to good 
use. She has collaborations planned with “The 
Klezmatics’, an avant garde klezmer band from 
New York who will create music tor Woody's 
lyrics on Jewish themes, and Ani DiFranco, who 
is certainly an artist who carries on the 
Guthrie singer-songwriter tradition. Nora 
Guthrie is just as brilliant at choosing artists 
who can do justice to interpreting her father's 
lyrics for a new generation as Woody was at 
writing them in the first place. 


1999 


We propose that a conference be held in San 
Francisco, California from June 1st through 
the 5th 1999. We hope to facilitate 
discussions regarding the working class and 
our struggles with capitalism. 

These are issues that we hope to address at 
the conference; 

• Stop factionalism within the progression 
towards a more effective movement of direct 
democracy. 

• Combat the world bank and its structural 
adjustments by seeking alternatives and taking 
action. 

• Illustrate connections between workers, 

I the environment, poverty and other pressing 
issues which urge resolution because of our 
need for an involved and compassionate 
society. 

• Explore alternative forms of organizing 
and cooperation. 


The only prerequisites we uphold for the 
people who wish to attend this conference are 
that they agree with the following: 

1) The working class and the employing 
class have nothing in common. 

2) The working class should take over the 
economy. 

3) The working class must organize into 
unions to fight the capitalist class. 

Registration, input for the agenda and 
applications to facilitate workshops/ 
discussion groups are all due to the following 
address by December 31,1998. 

Please contact us at these addresses for 
further information. 

199 International Solidarity Conference 
Committee 

c/o San Francisco IWW, POB 40485, 

S.F. CA 94140 USA 
Email: <intl99@iww.org> 

Web: http://www.iww.org/~intl99/ 


Lucy Parsons Center 
Flooded: please help 


The Lucy Parsons Center, Boston’s 
only collectively-run autonomous 
infoshop/bookstore was hit with disaster on 
Saturday, June 13th. An extraordinary 
amount of rain hit the Boston area over that 
weekend, and flooded our basement with over a 
foot of water. 

The center was relocated to this temporary 
space in Davis Square after having been 
evicted from our former location in Central 
Square just over a month ago. With plans to 
move to a permanent storefront within the 
next month or so, our morale has been crushed 
as about 2/3 of our stock was stored in the 
basement. We have no estimate of the damage 
done at this point, but we have absolutely no 
insurance that will cover the loss. 

Already suffering from very low sales and 
participation due to our low visibility location, 


our funds have been depleting quickly and we 
are not sure how we will afford the higher rent 
of a new location. We are setting forth a plea 
for any fundraising help that anyone can give 
us. Never in our 30 year existence have we 
dealt with such a blow. Please extend your 
solidarity in helping us to ensure that the Lucy 
Parsons center continues to exist. 

Lucy Parsons Center 

259A Elm Street 
, Somerville, MA 02144 


Donate to Slingshot 

If you like Slingshot, send us your Money! Help 
us pay the $1,300 we spent on this issue! We 
also need letters, articles, art and 
photographs. Send ‘em to: 3124 Shattuck 
Ave., Berkeley. CA 94705. __ 
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The Year 2000 Problem, the Social Revolution 6- You 
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by Daniel Dylan Young 

The upcoming millennium shift has to be the 
most anticipated event in the history of the 
Christian calendar. Some people are 
consciously expecting the end of the world (or 
at least the end of the world as WE know it), 
while most others are simply anticipating that 
something will happen. In these attitudes may 
lie an important opportunity for people 
interested in creating a new decentralized, 
non-authoritarian, socialist society. 

The potential for social revolution at the 
millennium has a great deal to do with the Year 
2000 (or Y2K) computer problem. For those 
who don’t know, the “Y2K problem” refers to 
the fact that many large, important computer 
systems (like those controlling finances or air 
traffic control) use a two digit number to 
keep track of the year. Preliminary tests have 
shown that when “00" is entered into the 
calculations of these programs for the year, 
various massive errors or complete 
breakdowns are the result. 

People who already expected some kind of 
apocalypse see this electronic quirk as a 
validation of their beliefs. Others who heavily 
depend upon computers are in an uproar about 
the collapse of major world computer systems. 
Their minds have suddenly been confronted 
with the larger implication that the Y2K 


by PB Floyd 

An initiative measure on the Berkeley ballot 
this November, if passed, would require 
Berkeley employers to reduce the work week 
to 35 hours, with no reduction in pay, and pay 
double time for all hours worked over 35 hours. 

a i4i . i aJ unr A A” Uni muni kn nacc^H 


problems makes about our ridiculous over¬ 
dependence on technology and our often idiotic 
misuse of it. 

The misuse which I am referring to is the 
sloppy way that most important computer 
programs are written with the emphasis on 
speed of production and the glitzy outward 
appearance of speed and complexity. With this 
ethic of computer programming predominant, 
most corporate programmers completely 
sacrifice the idea of creating space-efficient 
programs which can perform simple, utilitarian 
functions free of long term glitches and bugs. 

With the advent of Y2K, computer 
programmers are beginning to see how the 
computer controlled capitalist society which 
they have helped to create is ridiculously 
wobbly and full of holes. It has them so scared 
that someone recently told me about visiting a 
huge survivalist supply store and finding 
employees of Intel, Microsoft and other such 
corporations lined up out of the door to stock 
up for the forthcoming “apocalypse.” 

But it is not the attitudes of these 
pathetically frightened members of the 
professional, managerial class which should 
most concern people interested in using the 
Y2K computer problem to spread social 
revolution. The emotions which we can most 
readily capitalize upon are the ambiguous 


having contracts with the city. In addition to 

requiring double time for hours worked in 
excess of 35, the bill would make compulsory 
hours over 35 illegal. The proposed law is 
similar to a bill introduced in Congress in 1980 
kv/ irkhn Dnnuars nf Detroit. That bill 


anticipation lying in the back of the minds of 
the masses. Something has to happen to mark 
this numerological change-over. Something 
must come to end the lives of desperation that 
most people live, tied to soul-crushing jobs 
which waste their time in unfulfilling, 
repetitive tasks that only serve to prop up a 
capitalist regime which keeps them chained to 
constantly escalating material desires while 
our social, mental and spiritual natures are 
increasingly stifled and perverted. 

Scores of fly-by-night and corner-store 
prophets are waiting to take advantage of this 
millenarian anticipation. Their “answers" are on 
the whole nothing but pemic : ous superstition 
meant to prop up some new authoritarian, 
hierarchical reign. In the end they are all too 
small, scattered and unappealing to the 
majority of the population to be any threat to 
the current regime. 

But perhaps the shining light of anarchism 
can brighten this millenarian darkness of 
superstitious obscurantist cults trying to take 
advantage of modem capitalism being crippled 
by computer problems. 

Anyone who has given a small amount of 
consideration the technical facts cannot doubt 



that our capitalist government will be injured 
by computer problems with the coming of the 
year 2000. Even if the California DMV has 
managed to safeguard its records, the 
systems are too widespread and variegated to 
avoid all computer chaos on this momentous 
date. 

One very important opportunity lies in the 
fact that the Y2K problem may cause a 
majority of the electronic toys which are used 
to distract the first world masses from their 
enslavement to suddenly break down and stop 
functioning. It also has the potential to do 
great damage to the webs of electronic 
registration and observation which are 
increasingly used to monitor the most minute 
details of our lives. 

The Y2K problem will certainly not bring 
down the U.S. government and its massive 
military in one fell swoop. If anyone has the 
monetary and technological resources to avoid 
such catastrophe, it would certainly be them. 
Even if its systems are disrupted, computers 
are not necessary to a large-scale repressive 
state. As the German Nazis and the imperialist 
dynasties of China proved, only violent force 
and perhaps well-kept paperwork are 
necessary. But the year 2000 may well bring 
the collapse of the TV-intemet mind control 
network at a time when massively repressive 
militaristic emergency measures are required 
for America’s capitalist government to 
maintain control. Suddenly the masses can 
become aware of the essentially repressive 
nature of government. 

So what better time for an anarchist 
revolution and a libertarian socialist re¬ 
structuring of society? 

What we need to keep in mind here is that 
its always a good day for a revolution - and 
January 1st, 2000 could be the best day of 
'em all. As year 00, if s certainly got the 
numerological significance requirement 
covered. 


WorH Less, Play More 

Berkeley Initiative would require full nay for 35 hours of work 











shown that when “00” is entered into the 
calculations of these programs for the year, 
various massive errors or complete 
breakdowns are the result. 

People who already expected some kind of 
apocalypse see this electronic quirk as a 
validation of their beliefs. Others who heavily 
depend upon computers are in an uproar about 
the collapse of major world computer systems. 
Their minds have suddenly been confronted 
with the larger implication that the Y2K 


huge sun/ivalist supply store and tinaing 
employees of Intel, Microsoft and other such 
corporations lined up out of the door to stock 
up for the forthcoming “apocalypse.” 

But it is not the attitudes of these 
pathetically frightened members of the 
professional, managerial class which should 
most concern people interested in using the 
Y2K computer problem to spread social 
revolution. The emotions which we can most 
readily capitalize upon are the ambiguous 


Work less, Play More 

Berkeley Initiative would require lull uay for 35 hours ol work 


by PB Floyd 

An initiative measure on the Berkeley ballot 
this November, if passed, would require 
Berkeley employers to reduce the work week 
to 35 hours, with no reduction in pay, and pay 
double time for all hours worked over 35 hours. 
Although the “35-for-40” law must be passed 
on a state or national level in order to be truly 
effective, and although the measure does not 
appear to cut the work week for the many 
salaried workers in Berkeley, folks should pass 
“35-for-40". 

Working people have been fighting to 
decrease the work week almost since the start 
of the industrial revolution. Through the 
1800s and early 1900s, the labor movement 
fought for the 40 hour week, finally making 40 
hours a week the standard in the 1930s. 
Before that 50, 60 or 70 hour work weeks 
were common and considered normal. 
Decreases came because of worker struggles, 
often bloody struggles, and as technology 
increased productivity. The better technology 
gets, the fewer people ate required to “do the 
work." If the work week isn’t periodically 
adjusted, this process leads to layoffs, 
unemployment and displacement. 

Since the 1930s, although modem industrial 
technology has vastly increased the 
productivity of each worker, the work week 
has been stuck at 40 hours. Every year 
productivity increases 2-3 percent per capita, 
but, with wages holding stagnant for the last 
25 years, this increased productivity goes 
straight into the boss’s pocket. Meanwhile, 
worker insecurity, part-time work, temp labor 
and displacement have increased. 


having contracts with the city. In addition to 

requiring double time for hours worked in 
excess of 35, the bill would make compulsory 
hours over 35 illegal. The proposed law is 
similar to a bill introduced in Congress in 1980 
by Rep. John Conyers of Detroit. That bill 
would have created an estimated 7 million 
extra jobs nationally, but it was never voted on. 
Currently, American workers are working a 
longer work week than workers in almost any 
other industrial country. 

Although the 35-for-40 law would only apply 
in Berkeley, and it is admittedly difficult to 
make labor standards advances in one small 
city in a competitive capitalist context, 
Berkeley voters need to vote their self- 
interest and pass 35-for-40. Voting against 
giving yourself an extra hour everyday shows a 
lack of self-respect and is, in a word, pathetic. 
Passage of such a law in Berkeley would put 
cutting the work week back on the political 
map in the US for the first time since the 
1930s. 

A majority of Berkeley’s voters work for 
someone else, either getting a salary or a wage. 
Salaried workers should vote with those who 
earn wages, as a majority of Californians 
recently voted on the minimum wage increase 
ballot measure which recently passed. 
Although not everyone earns the minimum 
wage, and not everyone would benefit from 35- 
for-40, it advances the interests of everyone 
who works for an employer. That the media 
has already dismissed the measure’s likelihood 
of passing, and that even the progressive 
politicians in Berkeley have not endorsed 35- 
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But perhaps the shining light of anarchism 
can brighten this millenarian darkness of 
superstitious obscurantist cults trying to take 
advantage of modem capitalism being crippled 
by computer problems. 

Anyone who has given a small amount of 
consideration the technical facts cannot doubt 



military in one reii swoop, it anyone nas me 
monetary and technological resources to avoid 
such catastrophe, it would certainly be them. 
Even if its systems are disrupted, computers 
are not necessary to a large-scale repressive 
state. As the German Nazis and the imperialist 
dynasties of China proved, only violent force 
and perhaps well-kept paperwork are 
necessary. But the year 2000 may well bring 
the collapse of the TV-intemet mind control 
network at a time when massively repressive 
militaristic emergency measures are required 
for America’s capitalist government to 
maintain control. Suddenly the masses can 
become aware of the essentially repressive 
nature of government. 

So what better time for an anarchist 
revolution and a libertarian socialist re¬ 
structuring of society? 

What we need to keep in mind here is that 
its always a good day for a revolution - and 
January 1st, 2000 could be the best day of 
‘em all. As year 00, ifs certainly got the 
numerological significance requirement 
covered. 

At the least the anarchist community and 
other groups of radical social activists need to 
stop buying wholesale what the capitalist 
press is telling us about possible Y2K 
“problems" and begin realizing the 
opportunities which it offers us. Revolution 
now! 



Headwaters Forest 


by Karen Pickett 

As the complex and dirty politics of the 
State legislature shut doors in the faces of 
activists trying to save the ancient redwood 
trees at Headwaters forest and affect the 
Headwaters “deal," Maxxam CEO Charles 
Hurwitz breezed into town to have one-to-one 
meetings with conservative legislators to 
throw his weight around. So goes the game in 
the Headwaters campaign, or the fight against 
corporate power in America. 

The California legislature is considering 
funding for the Headwaters deal, which would 

rmm Unruiit7 t'lHO million for about 7 500 


forest. 

• August 10 marks 8 months that Julia 
Butterfly Hill has been living 180 ft. up in the 
tree Luna above Stafford, and the lawsuit 
against the Humboldt Sheriffs Department 
for pepper-spraying protesters goes to court 
in San Francisco soon. 

• A hearing continues in Houston looking 
into Treasury Department claims relating to 
Hurwitz’ debts from a failed savings and loan 
and possible debt for nature swap. 

There will be demos, actions, and events 
related to ail these campaign fronts, so check 
in often with the Headwaters hotline (510- 















salaried workers in Berkeley, folks should pass 
“35-for-40”. 

Working people have been fighting to 
decrease the work week almost since the start 
of the industrial revolution. Through the 
1800s and early 1900s, the labor movement 
fought for the 40 hour week, finally making 40 
hours a week the standard in the 1930s. 
Before that 50, 60 or 70 hour work weeks 
were common and considered normal. 
Decreases came because of worker struggles, 
often bloody struggles, and as technology 
increased productivity. The better technology 
gets, the fewer people are required to “do the 
work." If the work week isn’t periodically 
adjusted, this process leads to layoffs, 
unemployment and displacement. 

Since the 1930s, although modem industrial 
technology has vastly increased the 
productivity of each worker, the work week 
has been stuck at 40 hours. Every year 
productivity increases 2-3 percent per capita, 
but, with wages holding stagnant for the last 
25 years, this increased productivity goes 
straight into the boss’s pocket. Meanwhile, 
worker insecurity, part-time work, temp labor 
and displacement have increased. 

Reducing the work week from 40 to 35 
hours means that 8 workers will be required to 
do as much work as 7 formerly did. 
Internationally, cutting the work week has been 
gaining popularity in advanced industrial 
countries like France and Italy as a way to 
attack unemployment by spreading the 
available work around. The US needs the 35 
hour work week to fight “structural” 
unemployment and underemployment and to 
create a labor shortage, forcing wages up. 

Although government reports show that US 
unemployment is low right now, the government 
statistics don’t count the long-term 
unemployed. And, the US numbers count 
under-employed and part time workers as 
employed, distorting the picture. 

Decreasing the work week will mean more 
full time, good jobs at better wages. A 35 
hour week also gives workers more hours to 
enjoy life or participate in their families. In a 
era when almost every parent works, the 35 
hour week is “pro-family.” 

The Berkeley ballot measure would apply to 
all Beikeley businesses licensed by the city or 


longer work week than workers in almost any 
other industrial country. 

Although the 35-for-40 law would only apply 
in Berkeley, and it is admittedly difficult to 
make labor standards advances in one small 
city in a competitive capitalist context, 
Berkeley voters need to vote their self- 
interest and pass 35-for-40. Voting against 
giving yourself an extra hour everyday shows a 
lack of self-respect and is, in a word, pathetic. 
Passage of such a law in Berkeley would put 
cutting the work week back on the political 
map in the US for the first time since the 
1930s. 

A majority of Berkeley’s voters work for 
someone else, either getting a salary or a wage. 
Salaried workers should vote with those who 
earn wages, as a majority of Californians 
recently voted on the minimum wage increase 
ballot measure which recently passed. 
Although not everyone earns the minimum 
wage, and not everyone would benefit from 35- 
for-40, it advances the interests of everyone 
who works for an employer. That the media 
has already dismissed the measure’s likelihood 
of passing, and that even the progressive 
politicians in Berkeley have not endorsed 35- 
for-40, only shows how far American political 
discussion has been dominated by the boss’s 
interests. 

Having a 35 hour week in Beikeley may cause 
some bosses to move certain jobs to Oakland or 
elsewhere, which is why the 35-for-40 ballot 
measure in Berkeley is only a first step. If it 
can be passed in Berkeley, the next step is 
passing a similar law at the state and national 
level. Ultimately, getting a fair share requires 
more than just voting - mass organizing, union 
drives, and worker solidarity on an 
international level are required to achieve any 
adjustment in the distribution of wealth 
between workers and bosses. Reducing the 
work week gives workers more of the wealth 
they produce, and bosses will never voluntarily 
accept it. 

The Share the Work Committee, which 
wrote the ballot measure and collected over 
3000 signatures to get it on the ballot, is 
planning a grassroots campaign to pass 35- 
for-40. Volunteers and donations are need. 
Contact the Committee at 841-7460 or write 
to PO Box 5832, Berkeley, CA 94705. 
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press is telling us about possible Y2K 
“problems” and begin realizing the 
opportunities which it offers us. Revolution 
new! 
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Headwaters Forest 


by Karen Pickett 

As the complex and dirty politics of the 
State legislature shut doors in the faces of 
activists trying to save the ancient redwood 
trees at Headwaters forest and affect the 
Headwaters “deal,” Maxxam CEO Charles 
Hurwitz breezed into town to have one-to-one 
meetings with conservative legislators to 
throw his weight around. So goes the game in 
the Headwaters campaign, or the fight against 
corporate power in America. 

The California legislature is considering 
funding for the Headwaters deal, which would 
give Hurwitz $380 million for about 7,500 
acres of forest and grant Hurwitz permission 
to log sensitive habitat on his remaining 
200,000 acres of forest under a Headwaters 
Habitat Conservation (read: Destruction) 
Plan (HCP). The terms of the HCP spell 
doom for threatened species of Headwaters 
"orest. The release of the HCP July 13 
started a 90-day public comment period, which 
includes hearing in three cities. (See the 
Slingshot calendar for dates). 

Though the public comment period is 
something of a sham, these hearings are 
opportunities for rallies and actions, and will 
>uild the record for legal challenges. 
Headwaters activists are opposing approval 
of state funding for the deal. The biggest 
shortfall of the HCP is that it severely 
downgrades standards for coho salmon, with 
wild populations already 99% depleted. 
Meanwhile: 

• Direct actions continue in the Bell Creek 
area, and have recently started in the Mattole 
watershed, where an approved logging plan 
includes cutting of intact virgin old growth 


forest. 

• August 10 marks 8 months that Julia I 

Butterfly Hill has been living 180 ft. up in the I 
tree Luna above Stafford, and the lawsuitl 
against the Humboldt Sheriffs Department 
for pepper-spraying protesters goes to court! 
in San Francisco soon. I 

• A hearing continues in Houston looking 
into Treasury Department claims relating to I 
Hurwitz 1 debts from a failed savings and loan | 
and possible debt for nature swap. 

There will be demos, actions, and events] 
related to all these campaign fronts, so check 
in often with the Headwaters hotline (510- 
835-6303) for the latest. Free newsletters,] 
Luna videos, and other material is available J 
through the Bay Area Coalition forj 
Headwaters (same number). 
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Ban All Clearcuts! 

Oregon initiative would help environment, 
promote sustainable forest economy 


Dy PB Floyd 

A measure on the November ballot in Oregon 
gives voters there the opportunity to ban 
clearcutting, the use of herbicides and other 
environmentally irresponsible logging 
practices in Oregon’s forests. The Oregon 
Forest Conservation Initiative (OFCI) would 
require environmentally sensitive and labor 
intensive logging methods. This could create 
more forest related jobs in Oregon logging 
communities that have lost jobs, even as the 
pace of deforestation in Oregon has increased. 

After more than 100 years of logging, less 
than 5 percent of the original old growth 
forests remain in Oregon. Over-cutting and 
road-building have caused significant soil 
erosion and have eliminated wildlife habitat. 
Repeated clearcutting and poor forestry 
practices will eventually render Oregon 
forestland incapable of producing any wood 
products at all. 

The OFCI, if passed by voters, would 
provide that “clearcutting shall no longer be a 
lawful forest practice on federal, state and 
private forestlands in Oregon.” Clearcutting 
is defined as any timber harvest which leaves 
fewer than 70 “well-distributed" trees at 
least 11 inches in diameter per acre. 

The measure also bans cutting any tree in 
Oregon that measures more than 30 inches in 
diameter at breast height, effectively 
preventing the cutting of the oldest trees. 
The ballot measure requires that the state 
Board of Forestry rewrite logging regulations 
to “minimize the use of heavy equipment and 
roads to prevent soil compaction and erosion” 
and “maximize the replanting of a diversity of 
native tree species." The Board of Forestry 
would also have to require timber harvesting 
methods which “maintain or maximize” areas of 
“large, live trees, standing dead trees, and 
larae. downed loas to Drovide habitat for 



writes of attempting to get forest 
protections passed by the Oregon 
legislature:“ln the Oregon legislature, we came 
face to face with the dozens of lobbyists 
representing the timber industry, chemical 
companies and other huge corporations. We 
watched with dismay as legislator after 
legislator capitulated to the political 
pressures these lobbyists exerted and we 
came to the earnest conclusion that if the 
forests of Oregon are to be given serious 
protections through tough ecological forestry 
standards, that it will be the people of Oregon 
who will accomplish this via a stateside ballot 
initiative.” 

OLIFE collected almost 100,000 signatures 
to get the measure on the ballot. Most were 
collected by volunteers. Now they hope to get 

7 OOO Orennn volunteers to leaflet anrl 


MICRO RADIO ACTIVISTS 
POPCE FCC RAID 



By Cecelia B. Sapremia 

Half a dozen FCC agents and police 
attempted to raid an impromptu microradio 
broadcast on 104.1 FM set up by two free 
speech advocates in the Berkeley hills August 
2. This action marks the second time since the 
federal injunction against Free Radio Berkeley 
came down that FCC officials have “visited” 
guerilla broadcasters in the hills. (See pages 
8-9.) When Sport-Utility Vehicles raced up 
the hiker/fire road toward their hiding place, 
the broadcasters dove into the surrounding 
brush, concealing themselves and their 
equipment to evade capture. Using spotlights, 
the FCC and an unidentified law enforcement 
agency spent more than three hours trying to 
flush the pair out, but they left empty-handed. 

When questioned about this attempted raid, 
the FCC office in Hayward responded that 
they do not answer questions about 
micropower broadcasting, referring the caller 
to an 800 number in Washington. Interestingly, 
the FCC's local number (510-732-1633) is 
unlisted - a puzzling situation for a federal 
agency that is supposed to be serving the 
public interest. 

This latest development is another example 
of the FCC's ineptitude in quashing the 
micropower radio movement. The FCC keeps 
trying to defend an indefensible position: that 
the airwaves should be owned by corporations 


for profit, not people for communication. 
Indeed, it is no wonder that they are 
retaliating with eyes shut, arms windmilling in 
an impotent frenzy. With this action, they not 
only wasted an incredible amount of taxpayer 
money, but endangered lives through reckless 
driving and chasing people in the vicinity of 
high cliffs, screaming out "Stop!” without 
identifying themselves as federal agents. 

Said one guerrilla broadcaster: “People all 
over the country have become part of the Free 
Radio movement and are defying the FCC’s 
anti-free speech regulations by broadcasting 
in their local communities. The FCC’s 
harassment, arrests, prosecution, SWAT- 
team style raids, and other increasingly 
repressive tactics, like those on August 2, is a 
sign that the FCC can’t keep a lid on the 
micro-powered movement.” 

The FCC’s efforts to suppress free speech 
over the airwaves has only strengthened the 
resolve of micro-powered radio broadcasters 
to stay on the air. As of August 3, plans are in 
the works to continue guerrilla broadcasts 
from the hills, the beaches, tall buildings, or 
hot air balloons if necessary. Broadcasts will 
go forward by all means necessary! 
Broadcasts from public places will be 
happening in the near future. The micro-radio 
movement needs you to defend these public 
broadcasts from FCC goons. Stay tuned! 








practices will eventually render Oregon 
forestland incapable of producing any wood 
products at all. 

The OFCI, if passed by voters, would 
provide that “clearcutting shall no longer be a 
lawful forest practice on federal, state and 
private forestlands in Oregon.” Clearcutting 
is defined as any timber harvest which leaves 
fewer than 70 “well-distributed” trees at 
least 11 inches in diameter per acre. 

The measure also bans cutting any tree in 
Oregon that measures more than 30 inches in 
diameter at breast height, effectively 
preventing the cutting of the oldest trees. 
The ballot measure requires that the state 
Board of Forestry rewrite logging regulations 
to “minimize the use of heavy equipment and 
roads to prevent soil compaction and erosion” 
and “maximize the replanting of a diversity of 
native tree species.” The Board of Forestry 
would also have to require timber harvesting 
methods which “maintain or maximize" areas of 
“large, live trees, standing dead trees, and 
large, downed logs to provide habitat for 
species dependent” upon such habitat “on at 
least 50 percent of each harvest unit.” 

The OFCI also contains a citizen suit 
enforcement provision that would award i 
attorneys’ fees to citizens suing to enforce the 
law. Finally, the law contains provisions aimed 
at triggering Federal Clean Water laws to 
restrict logging on Federally owned lands, 
which cannot be controlled by the Oregon law. 

The measure is an impressive example of how 
environmentalists can use the ballot initiative 
process to put supposedly “unrealistic” laws 
to a vote. 

Oregonians for Labor Intensive Forest 
Economics (OLIFE) director Gary Kutcher 



writes of attempting to get forest 
protections passed by the Oregon 
legislature:“ln the Oregon legislature, we came 
face to face with the dozens of lobbyists 
representing the timber industry, chemical 
companies and other huge corporations. We 
watched with dismay as legislator after 
legislator capitulated to the political 
pressures these lobbyists exerted and we 
came to the earnest conclusion that if the 
forests of Oregon are to be given serious 
protections through tough ecological forestry 
standards, that it will be the people of Oregon 
who will accomplish this via a stateside ballot 
initiative.” 

OLIFE collected almost 100,000 signatures 
to get the measure on the ballot. Most were 
collected by volunteers. Now they hope to get 
2,000 Oregon volunteers to leaflet and 
campaign to pass the initiative. OLIFE expects 
a vigorous, and well-funded, campaign against 
the measure by the timber industry and 
corporate interests. 

To help pass the OFCI, contact OLIFE at 
454 Willamette #211, Eugene, OR 97401, 
541-683-1494 (Eugene) or 1017 S.W. 
Morrison #301, Portland, OR 97205, 503- 
294-0681 (Portland). They are also seeking 
donations. For a copy of the OFCI and lots of 
other excellent information about ecological 
logging methods, purchase the new book “Can 
We Restore Paradise?" from OFCI for $5 ($2 
each for 5 or more copies). Please include 
postage $$--they weigh about 6 ounces each. 


Fight for pro-human 
MTC transport plan 


by Art Weber International Federation of Red Cross/Red 

In August and September, the Metropolitan Crescent 1998 World Disasters Report which 
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1998 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). death and disability, ahead of respiratory 
The RTP is the blueprint that will determine infections, tuberculosis, war and HIV. 
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to an 800 number in Washington. Interestingly, 
the FCC’s local number (510-732-1633) is 
unlisted - a puzzling situation for a federal 
agency that is supposed to be serving the 
public interest. 

This latest development is another example 
of the FCC's ineptitude in quashing the 
micropower radio movement. The FCC keeps 
trying to defend an indefensible position: that 
the airwaves should be owned by corporations 



Despite 114 day occupation victory, 
dump project still scheduled 

Anti-nuke protesters and members of local Native American tribes continue to keep vigil in 
Ward Valley at the site of a proposed nuclear waste dump. In June, the 114 day occupation of 
the site ended when the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) rescinded an eviction notice 
issued on February 13. At the same time, the BLM dropped preparations for further soil 
tests at the site. According to the Save Ward Valley office in Needles, the outcome of the 12 
year effort to halt the desecration of Ward Valley is once again in limbo. A hearing is. 
scheduled in Federal District Court in Washington DC for sometime in August. The hearing is 
to consider a lawsuit filed by the state of California to force the US government to transfer 
the land to the state so the dump project can go ahead. Campers are still needed in Ward 
Valley. Call the Save Ward Valley office at 760-326-6267. And stay tuned. — Sandy Crab 
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Free the Buses 

Cars get subsidized by driving on free roads; 
it’s time transit users got a free ride 


By PB Floyd 

While Congress recently passed a $218.3 
billion, six-year highway bill to subsidize more 
car driving and new suburban sprawl, AC 
Transit bus service continues to be whittled 
away. AC Transit buses; which underserves 


provided by private services, and provide 
special, new AC lines servicing the employees 
or students, plus anyone else who cared to 
ride. Since AC transit would have a steady 
source of money from the city, it could afford 
to work with Berkeley to increase service citv 
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454 Willamette #211, Eugene, OR 97401, 
541-683-1494 (Eugene) or 1017 S.W. 
Morrison #301, Portland, OR 97205, 503- 
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donations. For a copy of the OFCI and lots of 
other excellent information about ecological 
logging methods, purchase the new book “Can 
We Restore Paradise?” from OFCI for $5 ($2 
each for 5 or more copies). Please include 
postage $$--they weigh about 6 ounces each. 


Fight for pro-human 
MTC transport plan 


by Art Weber 

In August and September, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission (MTC) will hold 
workshops and hearings for public input on the 
1998 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). 
The RTP is the blueprint that will determine 
how Federal and State transportation funds 
are allocated to projects in the nine counties of 
the San Francisco Bay Area served by the 
MTC. 

Two coalitions of environmental-social 
justice-transit advocacy organizations are 
determined to see that alternatives to the 
private automobile get a better share of what 
funds are available. The Transportation 
Choices Forum and Urban Habitat Program 
have raised questions about the inadequacy of 
the RTP where access for minority and low- 
income citizens who can’t afford automobiles 
are concerned. The lack of performance goals 
is being questions as well - after years and 
years of attempting to meet air quality goals 
and reduce traffic congestion, there’s no 
improvement in either. 

There is also a great need to direct MTC’s 
attention to another worthy goal. The oldest 
adverse environmental impact of motor 
vehicles are accidental deaths and injuries. In a 
une 29 article, the Examiner cited an 


International Federation of Red Cross/Red 
Crescent 1998 World Disasters Report which 
predicted that by the year 2020, traffic 
accidents will take third place in the world for 
death and disability, ahead of respiratory 
infections, tuberculosis, war and HIV. 

As an excuse to give preference to highway 
expansion projects, the MTC likes to remind us 
of how many millions of productive hours are 
lost by commuters sitting in congested 
traffic. But they never tell us what portion of 
these lost hours are the result of traffic 
accidents. We must keep reminding our 
planners that most congestion is caused by 
accidents that have killed four times as many 
Americans as were killed in all our nation’s wars 
from the Revolution until the present day. We 
can reduce this tragic toll not by increasing 
our highway capacity, but by providing safe 
alternatives to the automobile: more public 
transit and safer conditions for pedestrians 
and bicyclists. 

For additional information on meeting dates, 
times and locations regarding the RTP, 
contact the MTC, 101 8th Street, Oakland 
(across from the Lake Merritt BART station) 
at 510-464-7700. 

Art Weber is Transportation Chair of the 
Berkeley Gray Panthers: 548-9696. 




Despite 114 day occupation victory, 
dump project still scheduled 

Anti-nuke protesters and members of local Native American tribes continue to keep vigil in 
Ward Valley at the site of a proposed nuclear waste dump. In June, the 114 day occupation of 
the site ended when the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) rescinded an eviction notice 
issued on February 13. At the same time, the BLM dropped preparations for further soil 
tests at the site. According to the Save Ward Valley office in Needles, the outcome of the 12 
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Free the Buses 

Cars get subsidized by driving on free roads; 
it’s time transit users got a free ride 


By PB Floyd 

While Congress recently passed a $218.3 
billion, six-year highway bill to subsidize more 
car driving and new suburban sprawl, AC 
Transit bus service continues to be whittled 
away. AC Transit buses; which underserves 
densely populated East Bay cities and its more 
colorful and poorer ridership; run less 
frequently, fewer hours, and on fewer routes. 
Anyone entirely dependent on buses and other 
public transit for getting around faces 
increasing isolation. When Berkeley mayoral 
candidate Don Jelinek recently announced his 
candidacy, he proposed making AC transit 
buses free to everyone anywhere within the 
Berkeley city limits. 

Jelinek has discussed the idea with the AC 
Transit Board and other officials and believes 
transit service could be made free by pooling 
money already spent by large Berkeley 
employers such as LBL, Alta Bates, Bayer and 
UC on their own shuttle vans or on subsidies 
for bus service. There are also state and 
federal grants available to get the idea off the 
ground. Santa Clara County already runs free 
bus service almost entirely with private money. 

In return for a steady funding flow, AC 
Transit would take over the major employer 
and UC van or bus service, which is currently 


provided by private services, and provide 
special, new AC lines servicing the employees 
or students, plus anyone else who cared to 
ride. Since AC transit would have a steady 
source of money from the city, it could afford 
to work with Berkeley to increase service city 
wide, including more frequent service and the 
use of more vans or smaller buses where 
appropriate. 

Unlike in Seattle and Santa Cruz, where 
free bus service is provided only in the 
downtown area mainly to avoid heavy traffic in 
the business district, Jelinek favors a citywide 
service so that all of Berkeley’s residents 
could benefit from the free service. In 
contract, a few years ago Emeryville 
introduced limited free bus service that only 
went from BART to major employers, but 
skipped local residents along San Pablo 
Avenue. Such “free" service is really a further 
subsidy to commuters and business that seems 
designed to avoid sen/ice to poorer customers. 

Jelinek points out that people might start 
making short trips within Berkeley by bus 
instead of car if they didn’t have to pay to get 
on the bus. He hopes free and better bus 
service would draw people out of their cars 
and relieve the parking crunch throughout 
Berkeley. 
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International Round-up 

The 1st Global Street Party 



Tens of thousands of people around the 
world participated in the Global Street Party 
against globalization on May 16. A sampling of 
actions internationally: 

Geneva, Switzerland 4,000 people wearing 
costumes and carrying flags and banners 
wound through the streets attacking banks, 
jewelry shops and local branches of McDonalds 
in an effort to Reclaim the Streets from 
global capitalism. Riot police stopped the 
demonstration from reaching the international 
headquarters of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). Professor Swamy from 
the Indian Karnataka State Farmers 
Association addressed the crowd at the 
barricade ‘The WTO kills people; we must kill 
the WTO.” Moments later, a Mercedes 
limousine was overturned, sending a flutter of 
diplomatic papers into the air. The street 
party raged at a main intersection into the 
night. 

Prague, Czechoslovakia Over 3,000 people 
spontaneously marched from the RTS street 
party to block Prague’s main road after a 
street party which featured 4 sound systems, 
20 DJs, puppet shows, drums, live music, fire 
performances, etc. Without warning, police 
attacked the crowd, starting a riot that 
lasted hours. 100 people were arrested and 
severely beaten, 22 police were hospitalized, 3 
McDonalds restaurants and a KFC were 
trashed, 6 cop cars destroyed. One RTS 
organizer was later arrested and may be 
facing 2 years in jail. Email letters of support 
to Slavomir Tesarek, tesarek@usa.net. 
Toronto, Canada About 500 people 
reclaimed a major downtown street for an hour 
with dancing, puppets, drumming, children 
drawing chalk pictures on the street and 
balloons until police with knives and horses 
waded into the celebration to pop the balloons 
(!) and arrest a number of party-goers. Four 
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dance party” for about five hours. The police 
didn’t interfere and even helped set-up the 
generator for the sound system! 


Valencia, Spain About 300 people reclaimed 
the Streets for 5 hours. “First, we thought 
to take the market square, in the traffic- 


polluted heart of the city. But this wasn’t 
possible, only for half an hour, because the 
police isn’t a body which is made to dance." 
Later the party moved throughout the city, 


FIGHT FOR YOUR RIGHT TO PARTY Ravers and police clash in the streets of central Birmingham, England on May 16. 
Meanwhile, leaders of industrialized nations met at the G8 Summit in another part of the city. 
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diplomatic papers into me air. i ne suetn 
party raged at a main intersection into the 
night. 

Prague, Czechoslovakia Over 3,000 people 
spontaneously marched from the RTS street 
party to block Prague’s main road after a 
street party which featured 4 sound systems, 
20 DJs, puppet shows, drums, live music, fire 
performances, etc. Without warning, police 
attacked the crowd, starting a riot that 
lasted hours. 100 people were arrested and 
severely beaten, 22 police were hospitalized, 3 
McDonalds restaurants and a KFC were 
trashed, 6 cop cars destroyed. One RTS 
organizer was later arrested and may be 
facing 2 years in jail. Email letters of support 
to Slavomir Tesarek, tesarek@usa.net. 
Toronto, Canada About 500 people 
reclaimed a major downtown street for an hour 
with dancing, puppets, drumming, children 
drawing chalk pictures on the street and 
balloons until police with knives and horses 
waded into the celebration to pop the balloons 
(!) and arrest a number of party-goers. Four 
were charged with crimes including one who 
suffered a broken arm, apparently in police 
custody. 

Sydney, Australia About 4,000 people 
reclaimed the streets in the largest RTS 
event yet in Australia. The party featured 3 
stages (Rock, Central Techno and Hip- 
Hop/Raggae/Dub), 25 foot tall tripods 
blocking the street, carpets, sofas, food 
fundraiser, skateboard rail, five terminal 
sidewalk internet station, sandstone sculptors, 
poets, fire twirlers, street gardeners, 
recycling and RTS supplied rubbish bins. 
Police were on hand but didn’t stop the party. 
Berlin, Germany Over 1,000 people, in three 
groups, some on bikes, came together in the 
center of Berlin at the same moment for Berlin 
RTS. The party blocked a road crossing with 
a huge soundsystem, a drum group, furniture, 
etc. The party included dancing, drinking, 
volleyball, chess and artistic stuff. Because of 
media reaction to police violence on May Day, 
“only” 3 people were arrested and “only” a 
handful hit by cops. The police were taken by 
surprise by the protest. 

Tel Aviv, Israel About 500 people reclaimed 
a major road with a rave and mobile sound 
system in a van. The party had a police permit 
to be near the location of the party and when 
they poured into the street, the cops were 
powerless to stop them. 

Turku, Finland About 2000 people, marching 


dance party” for about five hours. The police 
didn’t interfere and even helped set-up the 
generator for the sound system! 


jy PB Floyd 

About 700 people in Berkeley “reclaimed 
the streets" on May 16, as part of an 
international Global Street Party against the 
global economy and the global environmental 
destruction it is causing. 

The Reclaim the Streets (RTS) movement, 
hatched in London in 1995, brings 
environmental direct action to an urban 
context. Car transportation, and the 
disastrous urban sprawl, pollution and social 
disintegration that goes along with it, is the 
urban equivalent of a clearcut. In England, 
RTS is the urban wing of Earth First! 
campaigns to save the countryside from more 
roads. The Berkeley RTS made the links 
between cars/car dominated streets and the 
global capitalist system which is increasingly 
impoverishing and disenfranchising workers 
everywhere. 

Demonstrators in Berkeley RTS met at the 
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Valencia, Spain About 300 people reclaimed 
the Streets for 5 hours. “First, we thought 
to take the market square, in the traffic¬ 


living room with dozens of couches, rugs and 
miscellaneous furniture. Free food tables were 
set up, folks smashed up and overturned the 
car, smoked pot, danced and socialized. A TV 
smashing got a little out of hand as glass 
covered the dance floor. Then parts of the 
crowd ignited some of the couches in a toxic 
bonfire, while other people in the crowd 
repeatedly put out the fire. Finally, the fire 
was extinguished and the party got into full 
swing, lasting several hours. 

Activists handed out about 1,000 flyers 
explaining the politics behind the event: 
“Welcome to a rupture of the everyday. 
Before you is a street party: a community 
festival on the [paved over] town square. By 
dancing and playing-turning the pavement into 
a playground-we are reclaiming the street 
from file automobile which ruins the street by 
making it a place to be moved through not 
lived in. We believe the city and the street 
chmilH ho fnr nennle to live meet others anc 


polluted heart of the city. But this wasn’t 
possible, only for half an hour, because the 
police isn’t a body which is made to dance." 
Later the party moved throughout the city, 
blocking streets and visiting the Virgin Mary 
at the Cathedral, who also didn’t dance. 

York, UK 250 people blockaded the street,, 
drummed and listened to a bike powered sound 
system. 

Brisbane, Australia Police, some on horses, 
arrested a number of people, seized the sound 
system and towed it away, but the street 
party proceeded with drumming and whistling. 
Ljubljana, Slovenia About 40 people 
reclaimed the streets with a Critical Mass 
ride. The group had such a good time that 
more rides were planned for the rest of the 
summer. 

Tallinn, Estonia 50 cyclists and pedestrians 
blocked a 6 lane road where a cross-walk had 
been removed the previous year and replaced 
by fences, requiring bikers and pedestrians to 
walk half a mile to cross the road. Their 
banner red “Kellele kiirteed, kellele piirded" 
(“Some get highways, others get fences"). 
Lyon, France 200 people with costumes, 
bikes, signs and a float marched through the 
streets before blocking a road with a tripod. 
Police forced the crowd off the street into a 
park, where people danced and splashed in a 
fountain. 

Stockholm, Sweden People with drums and 
flags marched through the streets for an hour 
and then danced in a park. “The anarchists of 
Stockholm were more colorful than ever 
before.” 


Thinking Globally. Partying Locally 

Reclaim the Streets, 
Berkeley Style 
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reclaimed the streets in the largest RTS 
event yet in Australia. The party featured 3 
stages (Rock, Central Techno and Hip- 
Hop/Raggae/Dub), 25 foot tall tripods 
blocking the street, carpets, sofas, food 
fundraiser, skateboard rail, five terminal 
sidewalk internet station, sandstone sculptors, 
poets, fire twirlers, street gardeners, 
recycling and RTS supplied rubbish bins. 
Police were on hand but didn’t stop the party. 
Berlin, Germany Over 1,000 people, in three 
groups, some on bikes, came together in the 
center of Berlin at the same moment for Berlin 
RTS. The party blocked a road crossing with 
a huge soundsystem, a drum group, furniture, 
etc. The party included dancing, drinking, 
volleyball, chess and artistic stuff. Because of 
media reaction to police violence on May Day, 
“only” 3 people were arrested and “only” a 
handful hit by cops. The police were taken by 
surprise by the protest. 

Tel Aviv, Israel About 500 people reclaimed 
a major road with a rave and mobile sound 
system in a van. The party had a police permit 
to be near the location of the party and when 
they poured into the street, the cops were 
powerless to stop them. 

Turku, Finland About 2000 people, marching 
from different locations, joined up to reclaim a 
city block of road in the central city, including 
one of the main bridges over the river. An 
advance action group blocked the street 
before the marches arrived. Banners and 
flags hung from the bridge and the police 
didn’t interfere: “no problem with your illegal 
demo, but please a bit less volume...” 

Utrecht, Netherlands 800 people blocked a 
six lane highway with a street rave and a “wild 

Reclaim the Streets 
Video Project 

A project is in the works to produce a one 
hour video about the Reclaim the Streets 
Global Street Party in Berkeley. If you have 
video footage, were there and would like to be 
interviewed, want to help with writing, editing, 
distribution, etc., leave a message for the 20 
Inch Crank at the Bike the Bridge Hotline: 
(510) 273-9288. Production will be 
happening in August and September, 1998. 
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About 700 people in Berkeley “reclaimed 
the streets” on May 16, as part of an 
international Global Street Party against the 
global economy and the global environmental 
destruction it is causing. 

The Reclaim the Streets (RTS) movement, 
hatched in London in 1995, brings 
environmental direct action to an urban 
context. Car transportation, and the 
disastrous urban sprawl, pollution and social 
disintegration that goes along with it, is the 
urban equivalent of a clearcut. In England, 
RTS is the urban wing of Earth First! 
campaigns to save the countryside from more 
roads. The Berkeley RTS made the links 
between cars/car dominated streets and the 
global capitalist system which is increasingly 
impoverishing and disenfranchising workers 
everywhere. 

Demonstrators in Berkeley RTS met at the 
downtown BART station at 7 p.m. The large 
crowd, half on foot and half on bikes, marched 
down the street a few blocks waiving black 
flags and carrying a 25-foot banner reading 
“Take back our lives-Reclaim the Streets.” 
Then the march divided with the bikes 
peddling straight for a Critical Mass Ride to 
the secret location of the Street Party while 
the march turned left. On the way to the 
Street Party location, the march picked up 
couches, rugs and other props that had been 
hidden the night before. 

At Telegraph Avenue, the march and the 
Critical Mass ride triumphantly met up with 
couches, bikes and flags held high. The 
reunited group took a side trip to get around a 
line of cops and finally ended up at the 
intersection selected for the Street Party. 
An advance “action group” had already 
blockaded Telegraph Ave. with an old donated 
car and blocked a side street with dumpsters 
and signs. The intersection had been 
reclaimed! 

A mobile sound system churned out tunes 
white {he intersection was transformed into a 


living room with dozens of couches, rugs and 
miscellaneous furniture. Free food tables were 
set up, folks smashed up and overturned the 
car, smoked pot, danced and socialized. A TV 
smashing got a little out of hand as glass 
covered the dance floor. Then parts of the 
crowd ignited some of the couches in a toxic 
bonfire, while other people in the crowd 
repeatedly put out the fire. Finally, the fire 
was extinguished and the party got into full 
swing, lasting several hours. 

Activists handed out about 1,000 flyers 
explaining the politics behind the event: 
“Welcome to a rupture of the everyday. 
Before you is a street party: a community 
festival on the [paved over] town square. By 
dancing and playing-turning the pavement into 
a playground-we are reclaiming the street 
from the automobile which ruins the street by 
making it a place to be moved through not 
lived in. We believe the city and the street 
should be for people to live, meet others and 
celebrate creativity and freedom. The city 
should serve the human community, not 
mechanized consumerism. Cars are only the 
most visible and tangible representative of an 
inhuman consumer society which is smashing 
community, constricting human spontaneity and 
freedom and destroying the Earth’s life 
support system." 

Beikeley RTS was a huge success and plans 
are developing for another international RTS 
event, this time with much greater 
participation in the United States (which 
needs a vibrant anti-roads movement far more 
than England.) In addition to Berkeley RTS 
being one of the largest demonstrations for a 
few years in Berkeley, it also managed to 
simultaneously take on capitalism and 
environmental destruction with direct action 
tactics. Particularly inspiring was the 
international aspect, as thousands around the 
world with the same vision for a democratic 
and sustainable future gathered to rage 
against a global enemy that can only be 
challenged by an international movement. 


drummed and listened to a bike powered sound 
system. 

Brisbane, Australia Police, some on horses, 
arrested a number of people, seized the sound 
system and towed it away, but the street 
party proceeded with dramming and whistling. 
Ljubljana, Slovenia About 40 people 
reclaimed the streets with a Critical Mass 
ride. The group had such a good time that 
more rides were planned for the rest of the 
summer. 

Tallinn, Estonia 50 cyclists and pedestrians 
blocked a 6 lane road where a cross-walk had 
been removed the previous year and replaced 
by fences, requiring bikers and pedestrians to 
walk half a mile to cross the road. Their 
banner red “Kellele kiirteed, kellele piirded” 
(“Some get highways, others get fences”). 
Lyon, France 200 people with costumes, 
bikes, signs and a float marched through the 
streets before blocking a road with a tripod. 
Police forced the crowd off the street into a 
park, where people danced and splashed in a 
fountain. 

Stockholm, Sweden People with drums and 
flags marched through the streets for an hour 
and then danced in a park. “The anarchists of 
Stockholm were more colorful than ever 
before.” 

Birmingham, UK London RTS, which called 
the Global Street Party, organized May 16’s 
largest party at the site of the G8 
international meeting of “world leaders.” 
8,000 people, some dressed as clowns with 
cream pies, reclaimed a traffic circle for 
several hours near the G8 meeting to laugh in 
the face of global capitalism. Ha Ha Ha. A 
huge kite with the names of other cities 
hosting street parties flew above the 
festivities. Police in riot gear were more 
obnoxious than at past RTS gatherings and 
one of them got a pie in the face for their 
efforts. A car abandoned in the midst of the 
gathering was flipped and trashed but, after 
much heated discussion, not burnt. 

Thanks to London RTS for organizing an 
amazing international outpouring of rage. 
When was the last time an international 
protest of this scale happened with such a 
minimal amount of work and central 
bureaucracy? The only question now is: when 
is the next schedule and how many cities will 
have parties next time? 








Injunction shuts Rown Free Radio Borin 


by PB Floyd 

Free Radio Berkeley, which for the past 
three and a half years had been openly 
broadcasting 24 hours a day on 104.1 FM 
after Federal Judge Claudia Wilken refused 
to grant the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) an injunction to shut the 
station down, went off the air June 16 after 
Wilken finally issued the FCC its injunction. 
The injunction order, based on a legal 
technicality which the judge said prevented 
her from ruling on the constitutional issues 
raised by FRB during the lengthy litigation, 
brought an abrupt end to one of the most 
original and revolutionary radio stations 
ever. 

Under the injunction, anyone acting “in 
active concert or participation’' with FRB 
founder Stephen Dunifer faces contempt of 
court charges for “making any radio 
transmissions” or “doing any act, whether 
direct or indirect, to cause unlicensed radio 
transmissions or to enable such radio 
transmissions to occur.” 

The harsh and overbroad injunction 
language convinced many in FRB that 
continued open, on-air broadcasting as Free 
Radio Berkeley carried a significant 
possibility of arrest and harsh punishment. 
An FRB meeting the day the injunction 
issued voted to temporarily go off the air to 
save the transmitter from seizure and make 
a plan for its defense. The station never 
went back on the air. Decision making was 
paralyzed in divisive meetings following the 


that CBS is unlikely to soon replace Free 
Radio Berkeley’s role as a community 
station, CBS shows that resistance 
continues and is possible. Media interest in 
CBS has kept the fights against corporate 
control of the airwaves in the public eye. 

Since the injunction only affects those 
acting in concert with Dunifer, most would- 
be broadcasters in Berkeley and Northern 
Californian now face the same risks always 
faced by other micro broadcasters around 
the US. And these risks may not be as 
great as the FCC would like people to think 
they are. 

Even before the injunction, micro 
broadcasters outside of California faced 
intermittent FCC raids and threats. In 
most cases, micro broadcasters received 
numerous warnings, but the FCC rarely 
followed through with military-style raids. 
The FCC has always had the power to seize 
unlicensed transmitters and levy fines 
against micro-broadcasters. And, the 
Communications Act has always carried 
criminal penalties for unlicensed broadcasts, 
although they are rarely used. In the only 
recent criminal prosecution, Lonnie Kobres, 
who faced up to 28 years for illegal 
broadcasts, was sentenced July 14 to 3 
years probation, 6 months of house arrest 
and a $7,000 fine for micro-broadcasts in 
Florida. The judge didn’t buy the FCC’s 
claims that Mr. Kobres was a “threat to 
public safety” for exercising his free 
speech. Kobres is the only recent criminal 




the Independence Day celebration at the 
Berkeley Marina. Although the broadcast 
was in broad daylight, the FCC took no 
action. Broadcasts from demonstrations or 
even house parties combine a media stunt 
with the relative safety that numbers 
provide against FCC intervention. Of 
course, scattered public broadcasts may 
have few listeners, since its impossible to 
know when or where to tune in. 

Some former FRB DJs have also rebuilt 
the FRB studio to legally transmit audio 
files over the internet. While this project 
can potentially reach a worldwide audience 
(of those with computers) and is 
interesting in its own right, it hardly 
replaces local, on-air broadcasts. 

Nationally, the injunction seems to have 
encouraged FCC repression against other 
open micro broadcasters. Soon after the 
FRB injunction, Radio Mutiny in Philadelphia, 
one of the best organized micro radio 
stations aside from Free Radio Berkeley, 
was raided by FCC agents, who seized all 
equipment in sight, but made no arrests. 
Radio Mutiny recently hosted an East Coast 
micro radio conference and was involved in 
high profile publicity efforts. The FCC 
apparently targeted it to eliminate another 
vocal critic. 

Several other micro stations, including 
San Francisco Liberation Radio, have also 
recently gone off the air after receiving 
FCC threats or in reaction to the injunction 
in Berkeley. A national micro-radio Pledge 


o-powered, communl 

The ruling may be vulnerable since the 
FCC has continuously stated that it would 
automatically deny a micro power license 
application from Free Radio Berkeley if one 
was made. The Court’s reasoning requires 
micro radio proponents to be rich enough to 
spend about $100,000 to apply for a micro- 
powered FCC license (which doesn’t exist) 
so they can be denied in order to show they 
have standing to challenge whether the FCC 
rules which limit broadcasting to the rich 
are constitutional! In addition to the $3,000 
FCC application fee, an FCC license 
applicant has to submit expensive 
engineering studies and prove that the 
applicant has a one year advance supply of 
operating funds. Radio Mutiny in 
Philadelphia attempted to apply for a 
license with a fee waiver, but the application 
was denied without reaching the micro¬ 
power issue. 

Into the Future 

Ultimately, the period during which Judge 
Wilken refused to grant the FCC its 
injunction was an unprecedented 
opportunity to build a movement for micro 
powered, community radio. During the three 
and a half year opening, hundreds of 
transmitters were built and distributed 
around the country and thousands of people 
coast-to-coast experienced first-hand the 
potential that micro radio represents. 

At a time when fewer and fewer mega¬ 
corporations dominate the airwaves, when 
radio formats sound the same from New 
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after Federal Judge Claudia Wilken refused 
to grant the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) an injunction to shut the 
station down, went off the air June 16 after 
Wilken finally issued the FCC its injunction. 
The injunction order, based on a legal 
technicality which the judge said prevented 
her from ruling on the constitutional issues 
raised by FRB during the lengthy litigation, 
brought an abrupt end to one of the most 
original and revolutionary radio stations 
ever. 

Under the injunction, anyone acting “in 
active concert or participation” with FRB 
founder Stephen Dunifer faces contempt of 
court charges for “making any radio 
transmissions” or “doing any act, whether 
direct or indirect, to cause unlicensed radio 
transmissions or to enable such radio 
transmissions to occur.” 

The harsh and overbroad injunction 
language convinced many in FRB that 
continued open, on-air broadcasting as Free 
Radio Berkeley carried a significant 
possibility of arrest and harsh punishment. 
An FRB meeting the day the injunction 
issued voted to temporarily go off the air to 
save the transmitter from seizure and make 
a plan for its defense. The station never 
went back on the air. Decision making was 
paralyzed in divisive meetings following the 
injunction and many former DJs drifted 
away in disgust or fear. 

Finally, over a month down the road, initial 
disorganization is being supplanted by 
diversified strategies to continue the 
struggle for participatory community 
access to the radio airwaves. 

Covert Broadcasting Service 

Soon after the injunction, unidentified 
persons have returned to FRB’s roots, 
making covert broadcasts from the hills on 
104.1 FM, mostly on weekend nights. Calling 
themselves the Covert Broadcasting 
Service (CBS), rumors are circulating that 
additional underground broadcasting “cells" 
may soon form to reclaim 104.1 FM seven 
days a week, at least in the evenings. 
Although the unusual schedule and barriers 
to wide participation posed by the need for 
secrecy and the mobile, hill location means 


CBS has kept the fights against corporate 
control of the airwaves in the public eye. 

Since the injunction only affects those 
acting in concert with Dunifer, most would- 
be broadcasters in Berkeley and Northern 
Californian now face the same risks always 
faced by other micro broadcasters around 
the US. And these risks may not be as 
great as the FCC would like people to think 
they are. 

Even before the injunction, micro 
broadcasters outside of California faced 
intermittent FCC raids and threats. In 
most cases, micro broadcasters received 
numerous warnings, but the FCC rarely 
followed through with military-style raids. 
The FCC has always had the power to seize 
unlicensed transmitters and levy fines 
against micro-broadcasters. And, the 
Communications Act has always carried 
criminal penalties for unlicensed broadcasts, 
although they are rarely used. In the only 
recent criminal prosecution, Lonnie Kobres, 
who faced up to 28 years for illegal 
broadcasts, was sentenced July 14 to 3 
years probation, 6 months of house arrest 
and a $7,000 fine for micro-broadcasts in 
Florida. The judge didn’t buy the FCC’s 
claims that Mr. Kobres was a “threat to 
public safety” for exercising his free 
speech. Kobres is the only recent criminal 
case out of thousands who have gone on the 
air over the past year. 

The FCC’s actions locally have 
demonstrated that it is still possible to get 
away with micro-powered broadcasting. 
Only a week after the injunction, two 
unidentified individuals calling themselves 
“Free Radio Cedar Tree” broadcast on 
104.1 FM from the Berkeley hills. Although 
FCC agents located them in 15 minutes, the 
FCC didn’t try to arrest them or seize their 
transmitter. They merely asked them to 
turn the transmitter off. After attempting 
to interview the FCC live on the air, the 
radio rebels shut down and escaped into the 
night. 

Another form of civil disobedience- 
broadcasting is to transmit from public 
events. On the Fourth of July, two dozen 
people openly broadcast on 104.1 FM from 


even house parties combine a media stunt 
with the relative safety that numbers 
provide against FCC intervention. Of 
course, scattered public broadcasts may 
have few listeners, since its impossible to 
know when or where to tune in. 

Some former FRB DJs have also rebuilt 
the FRB studio to legally transmit audio 
files over the internet. While this project 
can potentially reach a worldwide audience 
(of those with computers) and is 
interesting in its own right, it hardly 
replaces local, on-air broadcasts. 

Nationally, the injunction seems to have 
encouraged FCC repression against other 
open micro broadcasters. Soon after the 
FRB injunction, Radio Mutiny in Philadelphia, 
one of the best organized micro radio 
stations aside from Free Radio Berkeley, 
was raided by FCC agents, who seized all 
equipment in sight, but made no arrests. 
Radio Mutiny recently hosted an East Coast 
micro radio conference and was involved in 
high profile publicity efforts. The FCC 
apparently targeted it to eliminate another 
vocal critic. 

Several other micro stations, including 
San Francisco Liberation Radio, have also 
recently gone off the air after receiving 
FCC threats or in reaction to the injunction 
in Berkeley. A national micro-radio Pledge 
of Resistance is being circulated so people 
can commit to defending stations 
threatened by FCC action. 

Legal Implications 

Free Radio Beikeley lawyers immediately 
attacked the injunction by filing a motion for 
reconsideration. Unfortunately, motions for 
reconsideration are rarely granted. If the 
motion for reconsideration is denied, an 
appeal is also possible. During all of the 
possible future legal maneuvering, however, 
it appears that the injunction will be in 
force, preventing Free Radio Berkeley from 
openly broadcasting. 

The Court injunction stated that Free 
Radio Berkeley didn’t have “standing” to 
use a constitutional defense to the FCC’s 
injunction action because it had never 
applied for (and been denied) a license to 
broadcast. 


was made. The Court's reasoning requires 
micro radio proponents to be rich enough to 
spend about $100,000 to apply for a micro- 
powered FCC license (which doesn’t exist) 
so they can be denied in order to show they 
have standing to challenge whether the FCC 
rules which limit broadcasting to the rich 
are constitutional! In addition to the $3,000 
FCC application fee, an FCC license 
applicant has to submit expensive 
engineering studies and prove that the 
applicant has a one year advance supply of 
operating funds. Radio Mutiny in 
Philadelphia attempted to apply for a 
license with a fee waiver, but the application 
was denied without reaching the micro¬ 
power issue. 

Into the Future 

Ultimately, the period during which Judge 
Wilken refused to grant the FCC its 
injunction was an unprecedented 
opportunity to build a movement for micro 
powered, community radio. During the three 
and a half year opening, hundreds of 
transmitters were built and distributed 
around the country and thousands of people 
coast-to-coast experienced first-hand the 
potential that micro radio represents. 

At a time when fewer and fewer mega¬ 
corporations dominate the airwaves, when 
radio formats sound the same from New 
York to LA, micro-power radio represents a 
huge opportunity for a different model of 
radio broadcasting. Micro power is cheap, 
simple and accessible, allowing communities 
and individuals to have a voice. The Free 
Radio movement received extensive media 
coverage over the last three years partly 
because the alternative to corporate 
domination that it represents is so 
attractive, even to members of the 
corporate media. 

At this stage of the micro radio 
movement, as litigation to challenge the 
constitutionality of FCC regulation of the 
airwaves continues, although without a legal 
“gray area” to permit open broadcasting in 
Berkeley, the movement needs to redouble 
its efforts to reach “middle America” with 
the message that there is another way. 
Under the Communications Act, the FCC is 
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'ort-au-Prince mural depicts world powers sucking Haiti 


Legal Implications 

Free Radio Berkeley lawyers immediately 
attacked the injunction by filing a motion for 
reconsideration. Unfortunately, motions for 
reconsideration are rarely granted. If the 
motion for reconsideration is denied, an 
appeal is also possible. During all of the 
possible future legal maneuvering, however, 
it appears that the injunction will be in 
force, preventing Free Radio Berkeley from 
openly broadcasting. 

The Court injunction stated that Free 
Radio Berkeley didn’t have “standing” to 
use a constitutional defense to the FCC’s 
injunction action because it had never 
applied for (and been denied) a license to 
broadcast. 


simple and accessible, allowing communities 
and individuals to have a voice. The Free 
Radio movement received extensive media 
coverage over the last three years partly 
because the alternative to corporate 
domination that it represents is so 
attractive, even to members of the 
corporate media. 

At this stage of the micro radio 
movement, as litigation to challenge the 
constitutionality of FCC regulation of the 
airwaves continues, although without a legal 
“gray area" to permit open broadcasting in 
Berkeley, the movement needs to redouble 
its efforts to reach “middle America" with 
the message that there is another way. 
Under the Communications Act, the FCC is 
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Free Radio IRATE (International Radio Action Tral 


by Edit M. Penchina 

When an orchestrated coup d’etat produced 
its first mutinous rumblings at a military base 
outside of Haiti’s capital city, Michel Favard, 
then director of the national radio station, 
caught wind of the plan and sent an appeal for 
vigilance over the airwaves. Supporters of 
Haiti’s first democratically elected president, 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, fashioned makeshift 
roadblocks on the streets of Port-au-Prince in 
efforts to slow the coup’s movement. At the 
same time, only minutes after Favard’s Paul 
Revere-like cry, a group of men in olive-toned 
uniforms led the messenger away from radio 
headquarters in handcuffs. He would go 
missing for days. A body would be found 
riddled with bullet holes. Unconfirmed rumors 
would spread that it was his. At least one 
international news service would report 
Favard dead. 

As the story went, Michel Favard was freed 
days later, unharmed, and Aristide’s return to 
the presidency from October 1994 to 
February 1996 saw Favard's rise to the 


position of Presidential Press Secretary. 
Yet, his abduction by the forces of putsch- 
leader Lieutenant General Raoul Cedras in the 
fall of 1991 signified danger for radio 
broadcasters throughout Haiti. Days after 
Favard’s release, the BBC would announce that 
a popular station, Radio Lumiere, “went off 
the air voluntarily” after reporting that some 
40 civilians in a rural village were massacred by 
the military. The Washington Post would soon 
revise the tale, writing of the uniformed 
gunmen who had opened fire from a passing 
vehicle, peppering the station’s satellite dish 
with bullets. As it had done to the same 
station in 1987—the night before elections 
which would be canceled due to bloodshed at 
the polls—violent force rendered the 
Protestant-run station silent. A month after 
the coup of '91, at least four of ten of radio 
stations, independent, Catholic, and 
Protestant, all ransacked by military and 
police forces, would still be out of commission. 

"Somewhere in the manual of overthrowing a 
government," says Free Radio Berkeley’s 
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disorganization is being supplanted by 
diversified strategies to continue the 
struggle for participatory community 
access to the radio airwaves. 

Covert Broadcasting Service 

Soon after the injunction, unidentified 
persons have returned to FRB’s roots, 
making covert broadcasts from the hills on 
104.1 FM, mostly on weekend nights. Calling 
themselves the Covert Broadcasting 
Service (CBS), rumors are circulating that 
additional underground broadcasting “cells” 
may soon form to reclaim 104.1 FM seven 
days a week, at least in the evenings. 
Although the unusual schedule and barriers 
to wide participation posed by the need for 
secrecy and the mobile, hill location means 


demonstrated that it is still possible to get 
away with micro-powered broadcasting. 
Only a week after the injunction, two 
unidentified individuals calling themselves 
“Free Radio Cedar Tree" broadcast on 
104.1 FM from the Berkeley hills. Although 
FCC agents located them in 15 minutes, the 
FCC didn’t try to arrest them or seize their 
transmitter. They merely asked them to 
turn the transmitter off. After attempting 
to interview the FCC live on the air, the 
radio rebels shut down and escaped into the 
night. 

Another form of civil disobedience¬ 
broadcasting is to transmit from public 
events. On the Fourth of July, two dozen 
people openly broadcast on 104.1 FM from 
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The ruling may be vulnerable since the 
FCC has continuously stated that it would 
automatically deny a micro power license 
application from Free Radio Berkeley if one 
was made. The Court’s reasoning requires 
micro radio proponents to be rich enough to 
spend about $100,000 to apply for a micro- 
powered FCC license (which doesn’t exist) 
so they can be denied in order to show they 
have standing to challenge whether the FCC 
rules which limit broadcasting to the rich 
are constitutional! In addition to the $3,000 
FCC application fee, an FCC license 
applicant has to submit expensive 
engineering studies and prove that the 
applicant has a one year advance supply of 
operating funds. Radio Mutiny in 
Philadelphia attempted to apply for a 
license with a fee waiver, but the application 
was denied without reaching the micro¬ 
power issue. 

Into the Future 

Ultimately, the period during which Judge 
Wilken refused to grant the FCC its 
injunction was an unprecedented 
opportunity to build a movement for micro 
powered, community radio. During the three 
and a half year opening, hundreds of 
transmitters were built and distributed 
around the country and thousands of people 
coast-to-coast experienced first-hand the 
potential that micro radio represents. 

At a time when fewer and fewer mega¬ 
corporations dominate the airwaves, when 
radio formats sound the same from New 
York to LA, micro-power radio represents a 
huge opportunity for a different model of 
radio broadcasting. Micro power is cheap, 
simple and accessible, allowing communities 
and individuals to have a voice. The Free 
Radio movement received extensive media 
coverage over the last three years partly 
because the alternative to corporate 
domination that it represents is so 
attractive, even to members of the 
corporate media. 

At this stage of the micro radio 
movement, as litigation to challenge the 
constitutionality of FCC regulation of the 
airwaves continues, although without a legal 
“gray area" to permit open broadcasting in 
Berkeley, the movement needs to redouble 
its efforts to reach “middle America” with 
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charged with regulating in the public 
interest. Their gross mismanagement of the 
airwaves must be exposed for what it is: a 
giveaway to corporations. 

Efforts thus far against the FCC have 
been largely focused on litigation. There are 
now enough proponents of micro powered 
radio throughout the country to better 
develop a second, politically-oriented attack. 

Since the start of 1998, at least two 
“petitions for rulemaking" have been filed 
with the FCC to permit forms of micro- 
powered broadcasting. The petitions, 
developed by small-business persons, aren’t 
exclusively focused on allowing non-profit, 
community oriented radio as envisioned by 
Free Radio activists, but they show that 
changes in FCC rules may be on the horizon. 
Public comment is accepted on every 
proposed “rulemaking", and Free Radio 
needs to have its comments heard. Free 
Radio activists need to get involved in this 
process to amend the existing petitions and 
write new ones so that the new rules better 
reflect the public interest. 

Various FCC officials have also recently 
given lip service to taking another look at 
smaller, community oriented radio. 
Unfortunately, their words ring hollow. The 
explosion in use of cell phones and digital 
technology, including High Definition TV, are 
all making demands on radio spectrum space. 
All of these technologies are championed by 
the kind of well-funded, massive corporate 
interests that the FCC has a long history of 
serving. Nonetheless, Free Radio activists 
should use their words to demand action. 

The network of Free Radio activists 
developed over the past three years can 
become significant critics of the FCC’s 
current, corporate-oriented priorities. 
Combining tactics such as covert 
broadcasting, mainstream media coverage, 
media stunts, teach-ins, radio trainings and 
micro broadcasts at public rallies, Free 
Radio activists can point out the alternative 
as well as the bankruptcy of the current 
FCC rules. It’s also time to recruit any 
politicians who aren’t already bought and 
paid for by the broadcast industry to the 
cause. The fight for free speech on the 
airwaves is not over; it has only begun. 

To get involved call Free Radio Berkeley 
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FRB injunction, Radio Mutiny in Philadelphia, 
one of the best organized micro radio 
stations aside from Free Radio Berkeley, 
was raided by FCC agents, who seized all 
equipment in sight, but made no arrests. 
Radio Mutiny recently hosted an East Coast 
micro radio conference and was involved in 
high profile publicity efforts. The FCC 
apparently targeted it to eliminate another 
vocal critic. 

Several other micro stations, including 
San Francisco Liberation Radio, have also 
recently gone off the air after receiving 
FCC threats or in reaction to the injunction 
in Berkeley. A national micro-radio Pledge 
of Resistance is being circulated so people 
-can commit to defending stations 
' threatened by FCC action. 

Legal Implications 

Free Radio Betkeley lawyers immediately 
attacked the injunction by filing a motion for 
reconsideration. Unfortunately, motions for 
reconsideration are rarely granted. If the 
motion for reconsideration is denied, an 
appeal is also possible. During all of the 
possible future legal maneuvering, however, 
it appears that the injunction will be in 
force, preventing Free Radio Berkeley from 
openly broadcasting. 

The Court injunction stated that Free 
Radio Berkeley didn’t have “standing” to 
use a constitutional defense to the FCC’s 
injunction action because it had never 
applied for (and been denied) a license to 
broadcast. 


power issue. 

Into the Future 

Ultimately, the period during which Judge 
Wilken refused to grant the FCC its 
injunction was an unprecedented 
opportunity to build a movement for micro 
powered, community radio. During the three 
and a half year opening, hundreds of 
transmitters were built and distributed 
around the country and thousands of people 
coast-to-coast experienced first-hand the 
potential that micro radio represents. 

At a time when fewer and fewer mega¬ 
corporations dominate the airwaves, when 
radio formats sound the same from New 
York to LA, micro-power radio represents a 
huge opportunity for a different model of 
radio broadcasting. Micro power is cheap, 
simple and accessible, allowing communities 
and individuals to have a voice. The Free 
Radio movement received extensive media 
coverage over the last three years partly 
because the alternative to corporate 
domination that it represents is so 
attractive, even to members of the 
corporate media. 

At this stage of the micro radio 
movement, as litigation to challenge the 
constitutionality of FCC regulation of the 
airwaves continues, although without a legal 
“gray area" to permit open broadcasting in 
Berkeley, the movement needs to redouble 
its efforts to reach “middle America" with 
the message that there is another way. 
Under the Communications Act, the FCC is 


needs to have its comments heard. Free 
Radio activists need to get involved in this 
process to amend the existing petitions and 
write new ones so that the new rules better 
reflect the public interest. 

Various FCC officials have also recently 
given lip service to taking another look at 
smaller, community oriented radio. 
Unfortunately, their words ring hollow. The 
explosion in use of cell phones and digital 
technology, including High Definition TV, are 
all making demands on radio spectrum space. 
All of these technologies are championed by 
the kind of well-funded, massive corporate 
interests that the FCC has a long history of 
h serving. Nonetheless, Free Radio activists 
should use their words to demand action. 

The network of Free Radio activists 
developed over the past three years can 
become significant critics of the FCC’s 
current, corporate-oriented priorities. 
Combining tactics such as covert 
broadcasting, mainstream media coverage, 
j media stunts, teach-ins, radio trainings and 
micro broadcasts at public rallies, Free 
Radio activists can point out the alternative 
as well as the bankruptcy of the current 
FCC rules. It’s also time to recruit any 
politicians who aren’t already bought and 
paid for by the broadcast industry to the 
cause. The fight for free speech on the 
airwaves is not over; it has only begun. 

To get involved call Free Radio Berkeley 
; at 510-594-8082. Or check out www.free 
5 radio.org or www.radio4all.org. 
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 
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ee Radio IRATE amornaiional Radio Action Training in Education) visits Haiti 


it M. Penchina 

hen an orchestrated coup d’etat produced 
■st mutinous rumblings at a military base 
de of Haiti’s capital city, Michel Favard, 
director of the national radio station, 
ht wind of the plan and sent an appeal for 
mce over the airwaves. Supporters of 
s first democratically elected president, 
-Bertrand Aristide, fashioned makeshift 
slocks on the streets of Port-au-Prince in 
s to slow the coup’s movement. At the 
! time, only minutes after Favard’s Paul 
re-like cry, a group of men in olive-toned 
rms led the messenger away from radio 
quarters in handcuffs. He would go 
ng for days. A body would be found 
id with bullet holes. Unconfirmed rumors 
i spread that it was his. At least one 
national news service would report 
rd dead. 

the story went, Michel Favard was freed 
later, unharmed, and Aristide’s return to 
presidency from October 1994 to 
jary 1996 saw Favard’s rise to the 


position of Presidential Press Secretary. 
Yet, his abduction by the forces of putsch- 
leader Lieutenant General Raoul Cedras in the 
fall of 1991 signified danger for radio 
broadcasters throughout Haiti. Days after 
Favard’s release, the BBC would announce that 
a popular station, Radio Lumiere, “went off 
the air voluntarily" after reporting that some 
40 civilians in a rural village were massacred by 
the military. The Washington Post would soon 
revise the tale, writing of the uniformed 
gunmen who had opened fire from a passing 
vehicle, peppering the station's satellite dish 
with bullets. As it had done to the same 
station in 1987—the night before elections 
which would be canceled due to bloodshed at 
the polls—violent force rendered the 
Protestant-run station silent. A month after 
the coup of '91, at least four of ten of radio 
stations, independent, Catholic, and 
Protestant, all ransacked by military and 
police forces, would still be out of commission. 

"Somewhere in the manual of overthrowing a 
government," says Free Radio Berkeley’s 


Stephen Dunifer in this year’s Seizing the 
Airwaves: A Free Radio Handbook, "perhaps 
on the first page, it says, seize the radio 
station." The events in Haiti of October 1991 
prove his point. Cedras, now in exile, seemed 
versed in the radical mantra of the Berkeley- 
born Free Speech Movement: "If you can’t 
communicate, you can’t organize, and if you 
can’t organize, you can’t fight back." 
Preferring “can” to “can’t,” Dunifer’s Free 
Radio Berkeley IRATE (International Radio 
Action Training in Education) is working to 
ensure that communities in politically turbulent 
areas—from Canada to Guatemala, Mexico, and 
Haiti—have the equipment and expertise to 
communicate, organize, and fight for 
themselves. So far IRATE's efforts in Haiti 
are ahead of the rest. 

In response to requests for microradio 
equipment before Aristide's return to power 
in '94, Dunifer sent shipments of microradio 
transmitters clandestinely—disguising the 
goods as karaoke machines. He has since 
traveled to Haiti twice, once meeting briefly 
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charged with regulating in the public 
interest. Their gross mismanagement of the 
airwaves must be exposed for what it is: a 
giveaway to corporations. 

Efforts thus far against the FCC have 
been largely focused on litigation. There are 
now enough proponents of micro powered 
radio throughout the country to better 
develop a second, politically-oriented attack. 

Since the start of 1998, at least two 
“petitions for rulemaking" have been filed 
with the FCC to permit forms of micro- 
powered broadcasting. The petitions, 
developed by small-business persons, aren’t 
exclusively focused on allowing non-profit, 
community oriented radio as envisioned by 
Free Radio activists, but they show that 
changes in FCC rules may be on the horizon. 
Public comment is accepted on every 
proposed “rulemaking", and Free Radio 
needs to have its comments heard. Free 
Radio activists need to get involved in this 
process to amend the existing petitions and 
write new ones so that the new rules better 
reflect the public interest. 

Various FCC officials have also recently 
given lip service to taking another look at 
smaller, community oriented radio. 
Unfortunately, their words ring hollow. The 
explosion in use of cell phones and digital 
technology, including High Definition TV, are 
all making demands on radio spectrum space. 
All of these technologies are championed by 
the kind of well-funded, massive corporate 
interests that the FCC has a long history of 


Guerrilla Micro-Radio Broadcasters take back 104.1 FM! 


by Ann “Tania Hearst" Landers 
Since that injunction against Free Radio 
Berkeley came down (see article this page), it 
has become necessary for microbroadcasters 
everywhere to move operations into the hills 
once again. Microbroadcasting advocates, now 
more than ever, are needed to stand ud and 


broadcasters could just point to the Dunifer 
case as protection; that has been ruled on. 
Now we must engage in civil disobedience, fully 
exposed to arrest, jail time, and any number of 
humiliating and horrible experiences, so that 
others in our society may be free. By taking 
the airwaves, the FCC has taken our voice. We 


FCC on our lips with every step. When we 
reach the top, we go through a trail filled with 
poison oak and ivy. 

When we finally do start broadcasting, it is 
truly a feeling - rather like excitement mixed 
with fear, queasiness, and pride. There are 
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powered broadcasting. The petitions, 
developed by small-business persons, aren’t 
exclusively focused on allowing non-profit, 
community oriented radio as envisioned by 
Free Radio activists, but they show that 
changes in FCC rules may be on the horizon. 
Public comment is accepted on every 
proposed “rulemaking", and Free Radio 
needs to have its comments heard. Free 
Radio activists need to get involved in this 
process to amend the existing petitions and 
write new ones so that the new rules better 
reflect the public interest. 

Various FCC officials have also recently 
given lip service to taking another look at 
smaller, community oriented radio. 
Unfortunately, their words ring hollow. The 
explosion in use of cell phones and digital 
technology, including High Definition TV, are 
all making demands on radio spectrum space. 
All of these technologies are championed by 
the kind of well-funded, massive corporate 
interests that the FCC has a long history of 
senring. Nonetheless, Free Radio activists 
should use their words to demand action. 

The network of Free Radio activists 
developed over the past three years can 
become significant critics of the FCC’s 
current, corporate-oriented priorities. 
Combining tactics such as covert 
broadcasting, mainstream media coverage, 
media stunts, teach-ins, radio trainings and 
micro broadcasts at public rallies, Free 
Radio activists can point out the alternative 
as well as the bankruptcy of the current 
FCC rules. It’s also time to recruit any 
politicians who aren’t already bought and 
paid for by the broadcast industry to the 
cause. The fight for free speech on the 
airwaves is not over; it has only begun. 

To get involved call Free Radio Berkeley 
at 510-594-8082. Or check out www.free 
radio.org or www.radio4all.org. 
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Why I’m a Covert Broadcaster 


Guerrilla Micro-Radio Broadcasters take back 104.1 FM! 


by Ann “Tania Hearst” Landers 
Since that injunction against Free Radio 
Berkeley came down (see article this page), it 
has become necessary for microbroadcasters 
everywhere to move operations into the hills 
once again. Microbroadcasting advocates, now 
more than ever, are needed to stand up and 
put their personal freedom on the line for the 
sake of the larger freedoms and goals of the 
society - liberating the public aiiwaves. The 
FCC gleefully began shutting down 
micropower stations all across the country, 
completing the corporate stranglehold, and it 
is up to us, free speech advocates, to tear it 
down once and for all. 


It is no time to sit around and pretend that 
you are not participating in the corporate 
controlled media domain by boycotting 
television and reading books, whining about 
Disney this and Westinghouse that. Now is the 
time to put your ass behind your convictions, 
and stand up and take back the ai waves. We 
no longer have the safety of the U.S. v. Dunifer 
case pending in the courts, when microradio 
was in a legal “gray area” and micropower 


broadcasters could just point to the Dunifer 
case as protection; that has been ruled on. 
Now we must engage in civil disobedience, fully 
exposed to arrest, jail time, and any number of 
humiliating and horrible experiences, so that 
others in our society may be free. By taking 
the airwaves, the FCC has taken our voice. We 
must take it back. 

Covert broadcasting is a small art form 
that, when accomplished, is better than warm 
milk for one’s pride, confidence, and spirit of 
radicalism. What I, Miss Hearst-Landers, have 
been doing is climbing the side of a mountain 
and broadcasting off the top of it to the 
community below. It doesn’t take much for 
electronic civil disobedience. The equipment, 
of course: transmitter, antenna, filter, mixer, 
tape player, microphone, car battery, a 
panoply of wires and cords, and a few friends. 
We hike up a mountain, slipping on tree leaves, 
pausing under the weight of that damned 60- 
pound car battery. The evening sun is always 
in the perfect position to blind us on our way 
up. The surrounding forest is still, the buzzing 
of insects constant. Sweat dripping, we pant 
and gasp our way up this hill, curses to the 


FCC on our lips with every step. When we 
reach the top, we go through a trail filled with 
poison oak and ivy. 


When we finally do start broadcasting, it is 
truly a feeling - rather like excitement mixed 
with fear, queasiness, and pride. There are 
good tactical reasons for choosing a mountain 
- the fact that your signal will blanket much of 
your chosen area with only a little power, and 
also the fact that a bust is improbable. I could 
throw the FCC official farther than he would 
walk from his Suburban, and the terrain is not 
especially adapted for vehicles. 


If you do decide to jump in head first, 
remember the risks but be proud of your 
decision. I was scared at first (and still am), 
asking myself what was I doing and why the hell 
for? I came to this answer: I am grateful for | 
the risks my forefathers and foremothers have 
taken in the years before me that have ensured 
me my freedoms (Upton Sinclair, the 
Wobblies, Mother Jones, Tom Mooney, Emma 
Goldman). It is only right for me to do the 
same thing for future generations. I couldn’t 
live with myself if I did anything less. 


md micro-powered broadcasting in Haiti 


raining in Educadon) visits Haiti to spread micro-powered radio as a form of coup insurance 


Stephen Dunifer in this year’s Seizing the 
Aiiwaves: A Free Radio Handbook, "perhaps 
on the first page, it says, seize the radio 
station." The events in Haiti of October 1991 
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with Aristide to discuss a blueprint for the 
Haitian radio system. The plan is not all that 
different from that of the Free Radio 
Movement in the U.S. If Haiti can insure that 
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maintain radio stations. According to Dunifer, 
"the emphasis on grassroots radio is a form of 
coup insurance." Wattage will be low, around 
15, 30, or 75, but there is power in numbers. 
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With its year-long summer, tropical waters on 
three sides, and a reputation as the world’s 
number five producer of mangoes, Haiti has 
the makings of an island paradise. But go into 
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developed over tne past tnree years can 
become significant critics of the FCC’s 
current, corporate-oriented priorities. 
Combining tactics such as covert 
broadcasting, mainstream media coverage, 
media stunts, teach-ins, radio trainings and 
micro broadcasts at public rallies, Free 
Radio activists can point out the alternative 
as well as the bankruptcy of the current 
FCC rules. It’s also time to recruit any 
politicians who aren’t already bought and 
paid for by the broadcast industry to the 
cause. The fight for free speech on the 
airwaves is not over; it has only begun. 

To get involved call Free Radio Berkeley 
at 510-594-8082. Or check out www.free 
radio.org or www.radio4all.org. 


FCC gleefully began shutting down 
micropower stations all across the country, 
completing the corporate stranglehold, and it 
is up to us, free speech advocates, to tear it 
down once and for all. 

It is no time to sit around and pretend that 
you are not participating in the corporate 
controlled media domain by boycotting 
television and reading books, whining about 
Disney this and Westinghouse that. Now is the 
time to put your ass behind your convictions, 
and stand up and take back the airwaves. We 
no longer have the safety of the U.S. v. Dunifer 
case pending in the courts, when microradio 
was in a legal “gray area" and micropower 


milk for one's pride, confidence, and spirit of 
radicalism. What I, Miss Hearst-Landers, have 
been doing is climbing the side of a mountain 
and broadcasting off the top of it to the 
community below. It doesn’t take much for 
electronic civil disobedience. The equipment, 
of course: transmitter, antenna, filter, mixer, 
tape player, microphone, car battery, a 
panoply of wires and cords, and a few friends. 
We hike up a mountain, slipping on tree leaves, 
pausing under the weight of that damned 60- 
pound car battery. The evening sun is always 
in the perfect position to blind us on our way 
up. The surrounding forest is still, the buzzing 
of insects constant. Sweat dripping, we pant 
and gasp our way up this hill, curses to the 


also tne tact tnat a Dust is improbable. I could 
throw the FCC official farther than he would 
walk from his Suburban, and the terrain is not 
especially adapted for vehicles. 

If you do decide to jump in head first, 
remember the risks but be proud of your 
decision. I was scared at first (and still am), 
asking myself what was I doing and why the hell 
for? I came to this answer I am grateful for 
the risks my forefathers and foremothers have 
taken in the years before me that have ensured 
me my freedoms (Upton Sinclair, the j 
Wobblies, Mother Jones, Tom Mooney, Emma 
Goldman). It is only right for me to do the 
same thing for future generations. I couldn’t j 
live with myself if I did anything less. 


and micro-powered broadcasting in Haiti 

raining in Education) visits Haiti to spread micro-powered radio as a form of coup insurance 


Stephen Dunifer in this year’s Seizing the 
Airwaves: A Free Radio Handbook, “perhaps 
on the first page, it says, seize the radio 
station." The events in Haiti of October 1991 
prove his point. Cedras, now in exile, seemed 
versed in the radical mantra of the Berkeley- 
born Free Speech Movement: “If you can’t 
communicate, you can’t organize, and if you 
can’t organize, you can’t fight back." 
Preferring “can” to “can’t," Dunifer’s Free 
Radio Berkeley IRATE (International Radio 
Action Training in Education) is working to 
ensure that communities in politically turbulent 
areas—from Canada to Guatemala, Mexico, and 
Haiti—have the equipment and expertise to 
communicate, organize, and fight for 
themselves. So far IRATE's efforts in Haiti 
are ahead of the rest. 

In response to requests for microradio 
equipment before Aristide's return to power 
in '94, Dunifer sent shipments of microradio 
transmitters clandestinely—disguising the 
goods as karaoke machines. He has since 
traveled to Haiti twice, once meeting briefly 


with Aristide to discuss a blueprint for the 
Haitian radio system. The plan is not all that 
different from that of the Free Radio 
Movement in the U.S. If Haiti can insure that 
its radio band is divided into three distinct 
classes-commercial, community, and public or 
government radio-with 50% or more reserved 
for the last two, community radio will never 
lose its autonomy. In the US, corporate control 
of the airwaves, and a Federal Communications 
Commission that operates hand-in-hand with 
deep-pocketed interests, is so rigidly 
protected that the 3-pronged model is only a 
dream in this “liberal democratic” [read: 
capitalist] state. Judge Claudia Wilken’s 
decision last month to grant the FCC an 
injunction against FRB is just another gavel to 
the heads of democracy’s daydreamers. 

In Haiti, though, the system of frequency 
monitoring and distribution is still under 
construction. Duniferis IRATE hopes to lend a 
hand in the architectural project by getting as 
many people as possible from as many 
communities to learn how to start, run, and 


maintain radio stations. According to Dunifer, 
“the emphasis on grassroots radio is a form of 
coup insurance.’ Wattage will be low, around 
15, 30, or 75, but there is power in numbers. 
The more stations there are, and the less 
centralized and fixed their locales, the harder 
it will be—for capitalists, dictators, and 
military juntas—to shut them up. 

The IRATE mission in mind, FRB’s Matthew 
Dodt, Joe Williams, and Govinda Dalton spent 
three weeks in Haiti this May. Funded by the 
Parish 20 Project, the East Bay Sanctuary, 
members of the Berkeley Unitarian Fellowship, 
and various private donors in the Bay Area, the 
activists traveled by foot, bus, even donkey, 
from Port-au-Prince to Fondwa to Jacmel to 
Balimbe and back to Port-au-Prince, then to 
Les Cayes and Riviere de Nippes, weighted 
with transmitters, converters, soldering irons 
and a body of technical knowledge to be 
distributed to the newest voices of Haitian 
radio. 

At first hearing, the IRATE trip sounds like 
any left-winged activist’s dream vacation. 


With its year-long summer, tropical waters on 
three sides, and a reputation as the world’s 
number five producer of mangoes, Haiti has 
the makings of an island paradise. But go into 
any travel shop in Berkeley for information on 
Haiti and you will find no guides, no books, 
rarely a map. Political turmoil along with an 
AIDS scare blown to horrific proportion by 
the news media in the early 80s has decimated 
the tourist industry. Plus, a history of 
dictatorial abuse, elite market control and 
multinational corporate exploitation has left 
the country the poorest in the Western 
Hemisphere. Less than one percent of rural 
homes has electricity. Most of the water isn’t 
potable. Malnutrition is chronic. The life 
expectancy of the average Haitian is fifty- 
four; in the US, it is past seventy. The only 
mention I find of travel to Haiti is in a 
guidebook on the Dominican Republic, the 
country which shares Haiti’s Eastern border 
and the other two-thirds of the 30,(XX) square 
mile island of Hispaniola. On travel to Haiti by 

Continued on page 12 
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RECLAIM TIIE SIDEWALKS 


CLASS WAR ON TELEGRAPH AVEMJ1 


Since the onslaught of El Nino in February, 
the rulers and administrators of Berkeley, on 
behalf of merchants and property owners, 
have been launching a little “El Nino" of their 
own on Telegraph Avenue, a 6-month campaign 
to intimidate and harass the economically- 
challenged who aren’t there to spend money in 
their shops. 

The homeless, punks, and people without a 
lot of money, have all fallen victim to a 
progressive majority government offensive 
consisting of inflated media coverage of 
“problematic street behavior", an increased 
police presence including a one month 
crackdown named Operation AveWatch, 
increased issuance of citations for petty 
offenses like jaywalking, and the physical 
sanitation of the street to make it look like a 
yuppie shopping strip. 

This has been the longest and most 
concerted effort in years by the unholy alliance 
of merchants, property owners, the University 
of California, and now the City of Berkeley, to 
extinguish Telegraph’s longstanding street 
culture and further enforce mandatory 
consumer culture on the Avenue. 

Recent History 

Put simply, it’s payoff time for the area’s 
reactionary backroom brokers who’ve spent 
the past few years coalition building in the 
form of the Telegraph Area Association, the 
latest effort to bring the Avenue back under 
civilian control following the Volleyball Riots of 
1991. The TAA was formed as a new 
hegemonic force uniting those with 
institutionalized authoritarian power to 
counter the lingering effects of the 
reinvigorated People’s Park movement and 
street community of the early 90s and its 
resulting “anarchy” on Telegraph Avenue. The 
position of the police was so weakened by the 
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come up short on signatures. 

Enter Operation AveWatch 

As if the increased police harassment and 
media smear of the gutter punks all Spring 
wasn’t enough, once students left town for the 
summer, the Berkeley Police Department 
acting apparently on its own orders, launched a 
one-month terror campaign cutely code-named 
Operation AveWatch. 

From June 15 to July 15, this $79,000 
police crackdown on non-crime saw up to six 
officers at a time hovering on Telegraph in 
broad daylight, harassing and intimidating 
anyone who “fit the description"-i.e. wasn’t 
middle class. At this one-month scene of the 
crime police conducted personal surveillance of 
people hanging out, wrote citations for 
anything they could think of, illegally parked 
their massive sub-station at the corner of 
Haste and Telegraph all day, and brought in 
high-powered waterhoses to “wash" the 
sidewalks (and move the people sitting there) 
up to three times a day! 

. All this-a massive change in public policy, 
spending tons of city money, and waging a very 
political campaign not directed at any real 
crime-all apparently unilaterally designed and 
carried out by the police themselves. Mayor 
Dean, admitting as much at a July 24 
community meeting at Chateau Co-op when she 
proclaimed that there is no law requiring the 
police to consult anyone before doing anything. 
In other words, the police department makes 
its own policy, and runs the city? Not even the 
Police Review Commission, which called for an 
immediate end to the operation at a July 1 
public hearing was consulted or informed of 
this massive police action. 

And it worked. Many Telegraph dwellers 
have left the area or moved downtown, and as 
of press time, Southside’s streets were still 








University of California whose long range 
development plan wants Telegraph as a yuppie 
student shopping area, home owners in the 
surrounding area who want property values to 
go up, and the rest of the rich and their 
political representatives in Berkeley. 

That is why they hire police to go up and 
down the street harassing anyone who looks 
poor and does not stay walking on the sidewalk 
treadmills they’ve set up. The police will come 
up with any petty reason or excuse to harass 
you if you are poor. The bottom line is they 
don’t want you around. If they haven’t already 
created a law for something some poor person 
is doing, then they’ll make one up, or they’ll get 
their politicians to write another one. They call 
this democracy. 

Opposing Forces 

There are two main forces or stakeholders 
in the Telegraph struggle. One is the business 
owning class, those who want the Avenue to be 
about profits and so have an interest in making 
sure that what goes on on the Avenue enhances 
their goal. The other side is the street 
community, people who come to Telegraph to 
hang out, to live out their days and their lives 
surviving or thriving on the streets, trying to 
have a good time, as well as to meet their 
material needs. 

Lots of other people come to the Avenue, 
but they are not stakeholders per se. They 
come as consumers, passing students, tourists, 
and weekend and fair weather hanger outers- 
all people who may have an opinion about how 
the Avenue should be and may come or not come 
to the Avenue for a particular reason, but are 
not people who really care all that much. They 
are people who can always go somewhere else. 
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were promoting recycling, but really it was an 
act of social engineering. Notice there is not 
one bench on Telegraph. 

Class Movement 

The Bay Area is a desirable place to live and 
is continuing to experience a large population 
influx. This is already creating increased 
pressures on public space and driving poor 
people out of their houses with rising rent. 
We’re seeing the arrival of an enlarged class of 
upwardly mobile people with their sights set 
on Berkeley as a nice suburban second-best to 
“too expensive" San Francisco. These yuppies 
like a safe playground, thus bring the police 
with them to help remake the city in their 
image. 

On The Avenue, some middle class people are 
saying they feel uncomfortable as it is. Big 
fucking deal! The rich have every other 
shopping area in the world to go to. They own 
everything else, and everything in this society 
is set up for them and their money. The 
yuppies now want to move onto Telegraph 
Avenue because they’re not content with 
owning just 99% of everything else. They need 
to exert their God-given right to go anywhere, 
own everything, and feel as though they’re in 
power. It pains them to not be respected for 
their money. 

Inspired by rising rents and their success at 
developing 4th Street and downtown, the 
mling class has now only to drive the poor from 
the Telegraph area to complete their creation 
of the New Berkeley. People who aren’t 
shoppers or woikers will have no place in the 
New Berkeley. 
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increased issuance of citations for petty 
offenses like jaywalking, and the physical 
sanitation of the street to make it look like a 
yuppie shopping strip. 

This has been the longest and most 
concerted effort in years by the unholy alliance 
of merchants, property owners, the University 
of California, and now the City of Berkeley, to 
extinguish Telegraph’s longstanding street 
culture and further enforce mandatory 
consumer culture on the Avenue. 

Recent History 

Put simply, it’s payoff time for the area’s 
reactionary backroom brokers who’ve spent 
the past few years coalition building in the 
form of the Telegraph Area Association, the 
latest effort to bring the Avenue back under 
civilian control following the Volleyball Riots of 
1991. The TAA was formed as a new 
hegemonic force uniting those with 
institutionalized authoritarian power to 
counter the lingering effects of the 
reinvigorated People’s Park movement and 
street community of the early 90s and its 
resulting “anarchy” on Telegraph Avenue. The 
position of the police was so weakened by the 
uprising that occurred in ‘91, that they were 
forced to tolerate an “anything goes” 
atmosphere and for several years Telegraph 
Avenue lay largely outside the grip of 
authority. 

Over the years order has gradually been 
restored and once again, many people for whom 
Telegraph Avenue has previously been home--a 
place to enjoy life, the streets, and each other 
without spending a lot of money--are finding 
themselves forced out by a network of a few 
greedy people who want to play the street for 
their own personal profit. 

From merchants to neighboring housing 
associations to the University of California, 
from real estate interests to the Chamber of 
Commerce to the Telegraph Area Association, 
all the forces of bourgeois and petit bourgeois 
Southside are united by an economic interest 
to eradicate the poor in order to increase 
profits. Anyone who stands in their way- 
homeless, punks, activists, idlers, the artistic, 
the poetic, and poor-must and will be 
eventually swept away, not only by their police, 
but by the subtle maneuvers of market forces 
that favor a particular class. 

The seemingly benign calls for clean streets 
that “everyone is agreeing on” if you read the 
newspapers and talk to City Council members 


miaaie class, ai inis one-monrn scene or me 
crime police conducted personal surveillance of 
people hanging out, wrote citations for 
anything they could think of, illegally parked 
their massive sub-station at the corner of 
Haste and Telegraph all day, and brought in 
high-powered waterhoses to “wash" the 
sidewalks (and move the people sitting there) 
up to three times a day! 

All this—a massive change in public policy, 
spending tons of city money, and waging a very 
political campaign not directed at any real 
crime-all apparently unilaterally designed and 
carried out by the police themselves. Mayor 
Dean, admitting as much at a July 24 
community meeting at Chateau Co-op when she 
proclaimed that there is no law requiring the 
police to consult anyone before doing anything. 
In other words, the police department makes 
its own policy, and runs the city? Not even the 
Police Review Commission, which called for an 
immediate end to the operation at a July 1 
public hearing was consulted or informed of 
this massive police action. 

And it worked. Many Telegraph dwellers 
have left the area or moved downtown, and as 
of press time, Southside’s streets were still 
eerily empty. 

Shopping Only 

The profit-makers on Telegraph Avenue and 
those with a middle and upper-class sensibility 
have been waging this 6-month police, media, 
and gentrification campaign to rid Telegraph 
Avenue of its counter-cultural element and 
extend Berkeley’s “shopping only zone”. 

For the last few years, Andy Ross, owner of 
Cody’s, and a few other merchants have been 
leading the charge. But you can be sure that 
behind them are even bigger interests: the 2 
or 3 commercial property owners who own 
most of the real estate along Telegraph, the 
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don’t want you around. If they haven’t already 
created a law for something some poor person 
is doing, then they’ll make one up, or they’ll get 
their politicians to write another one. They call 
this democracy. 

Opposing Forces 

There are two main forces or stakeholders 
in the Telegraph struggle. One is the business 
owning class, those who want the Avenue to be 
about profits and so have an interest in making 
sure that what goes on on the Avenue enhances 
their goal. The other side is the street 
community, people who come to Telegraph to 
hang out, to live out their days and their lives 
surviving or thriving on the streets, trying to 
have a good time, as well as to meet their 
material needs. 

Lots of other people come to the Avenue, 
but they are not stakeholders per se. They 
come as consumers, passing students, tourists, 
and weekend and fair weather hanger outers- 
all people who may have an opinion about how 
the Avenue should be and may come or not come 
to the Avenue for a particular reason, but are 
not people who really care all that much. They 
are people who can always go somewhere else. 

The profit-makers desire to make being on 
the sidewalk if you are poor and not spending 
money illegal. They call it ‘loitering.’ Similarly, 
drinking a beer if you are poor and didn’t pay 

$3 for it in a bar or outdoor cafe is illegal. It’s 
called ‘drinking in public.’ The people who 
make profits in Berkeley want and need people 
to buy. Other people just get in the way of the 
buying and there is no need for them in their 
society. 

A few years ago, the city cleverly 
installed pointy metal recycling containers on 
top of all the trash cans on Telegraph so no one 
could sit on them anymore. They said they 
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upwardly mobile people with their sights set 
on Berkeley as a nice suburban second-best to 
loo expensive” San Francisco. These yuppies 
like a safe playground, thus bring the police 
with them to help remake the city in their 
image. 

On The Avenue, some middle class people are 
saying they feel uncomfortable as it is. Big 
fucking deal! The rich have every other 
shopping area in the world to go to. They own 
everything else, and everything in this society 
is set up for them and their money. The 
yuppies now want to move onto Telegraph 
Avenue because they’re not content with 
owning just 99% of everything else. They need 
to exert their God-given right to go anywhere, 
own everything, and feel as though they’re in 
power. It pains them to not be respected for 
their money. 

Inspired by rising rents and their success at 
developing 4th Street and downtown, the 
ruling class has now only to drive the poor from 
the Telegraph area to complete their creation 
of the New Berkeley. People who aren’t 
shoppers or workers will have no place in the 
New Berkeley. 

Merchants, land owners, and middle class 
constituents are the driving forces. Their 
employees in the City of Berkeley and their 
security firm, the Berkeley Police Department, 
are doing the work for them. Government is 
the ideological framework which allows the 
ruling class to dictate society under 
pretensions of serving a public good. 

We need to stand up against the police and 
also confront the people and forces behind the 
police who are doing this to us. We need to 
otherwise improve the living conditions for 
those who are forced to or choose to live on the 
streets. -Nick Waters 
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of the S.F. Tenants Union. The original Oakland 
rent control law of 1980 included a vacancy 
control clause, but this was amended in 1986 




laws. At the same time vacancy de-control has 
been limited to a maximum of two 15% 
increases due to voluntary vacancies during the 
1996-1998 period. 

What can we expect in the coming year, as 
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authority. 

Over the years order has gradually been 
restored and once again, many people for whom 
Telegraph Avenue has previously been home--a 
place to enjoy life, the streets, and each other 
without spending a lot of money--are finding 
themselves forced out by a network of a few 
greedy people who want to play the street for 
their own personal profit. 

From merchants to neighboring housing 
associations to the University of California, 
from real estate interests to the Chamber of 
Commerce to the Telegraph Area Association, 
all the forces of bourgeois and petit bourgeois 
Southside are united by an economic interest 
to eradicate the poor in order to increase 
profits. Anyone who stands in their way- 
homeless, punks, activists, idlers, the artistic, 
the poetic, and poor-must and will be 
eventually swept away, not only by their police, 
but by the subtle maneuvers of market forces 
that favor a particular class. 

The seemingly benign calls for clean streets 
that “everyone is agreeing on" if you read the 
newspapers and talk to City Council members 
should be seen for what it really is: a chorus 
for kinder, gentler you know what. Once all the 
yuppies start coming and more and more 
stores cater to them, the unsightly people who 
don’t sport new wardrobes are going to start 
looking mighty out of place. The poor won’t 
have to be driven off the Avenue, they’ll leave 
because they’ll be made to feel so 
uncomfortable amidst all the upwardly mobile 
yuppie scum. 

Whose Sidewalks? 

The most hotly contested issue at the 
moment on The Avenue is the debate over 
sitting on the sidewalk. Many punks and other 
street people sit and have always sat along 
Telegraph’s sidewalks spare-changing, hanging 
out, and just existing. For the last several 
years, the police in cahoots with the merchants 
have been illegally enforcing a ban against 
sitting up against buildings along the sidewalk. 

With the latest controversy it has come out 
that this is not in fact the law and, as of press 
time, people have reclaimed the sidewalk next 
to the storefronts, much to the chagrin of 
some police and merchants. In response, a 
disgruntled vendor named Marsha hurriedly 
tried to get an initiative on this year’s ballot to 
ban sitting on any sidewalk in Berkeley, but has 
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have been waging this 6-month police, media, 
and gentrification campaign to rid Telegraph 
Avenue of its counter-cultural element and 
extend Berkeley’s “shopping only zone". 

For the last few years, Andy Ross, owner of 
Cody’s, and a few other merchants have been 
leading the charge. But you can be sure that 
behind them are even bigger interests: the 2 
or 3 commercial property owners who own 
most of the real estate along Telegraph, the 


$3 for it in a bar or outdoor cafe is illegal. It’s 
called ‘drinking in public.’ The people who 
make profits in Berkeley want and need people 
to buy. Other people just get in the way of the 
buying and there is no need for them in their 
society. 

A few years ago, the city cleverly 
installed pointy metal recycling containers on 
top of all the trash cans on Telegraph so no one 
could sit on them anymore. They said they 
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are doing the work for them. Government is 
the ideological framework which allows the 
ruling class to dictate society under 
pretensions of serving a public good. 

We need to stand up against the police and 
also confront the people and forces behind the 
police who are doing this to us. We need to 
otherwise improve the living conditions for 
those who are forced to or choose to live on the 
streets. -Nick Waters 
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of the S.F. Tenants Union. The original Oakland 
rent control law of 1980 included a vacancy 
control clause, but this was amended in 1986 
through the intervention of various landlord 
groups. 

Under Costa-Hawkins all existing rent 
control laws in California must be changed to 
include “vacancy de-control.” This means that 
after a tenant voluntarily moves out of a rent- 
controlled unit (though technically not after 
they are evicted) a landlord can legally raise 
the rent to whatever they want. 

But Costa-Hawkins doesn’t just introduce 
this rather clear, if deadly, change to rent 
control. It is a confusing piece of work which 
also manages to outlaw rent control on all 
single family units with leases beginning after 
1996, and it introduces complicated, 
ambiguous restrictions on subletting. It even 
contains language which some S.F. landlords 
have interpreted to mean that they can 
suddenly change a renters terms of tenancy 
(such as rules dealing with pets or subletting) 
without consultation with the renter or even 
warning. These unilateral changes to a renter’s 
terms of tenancy are usually aimed at driving 
out long-term inhabitants in rent-controlled 
units in order to raise the rent to much higher 
market rates. 

Though Costa-Hawkins was passed in 1996, 
its provisions dealing with single family 



residences and vacancy de-control have been 
slowly phased-in over the last 2 years. So far 
people who leased single family units after the 
bill was passed have only had to pay rents at 
the level legally allowed by local rent control 


laws. At the same time vacancy de-control has 
been limited to a maximum of two 15% 
increases due to voluntary vacancies during the 
1996-1998 period. 

What can we expect in the coming year, as 
the phase-in period for Costa-Hawkins ends 
and its full implications become more clear? 
For starters, the number of S.F. residents 
fleeing to the East Bay to find more 
affordable housing will swell. In S.F. the first 
of the year will mean an end to rent control on 
between 10 to 12 thousand single family homes 
and condos. This will mean rent increases of 
between 50-75% on these units, in order to 
bring them up to market rates. 

Besides those families unable to pay these 
higher new rents, many tenants will be driven 
out of the city by landlords stepping up their 
efforts to drive long-term tenants out of 
rent-controlled units and thereby raise the 
rent. Though the S.F. Tenants Union reports 
moderate success in fighting landlords’ 
attempts to drive old tenants out with sudden 
unilateral changes to terms of tenancy, such 
tactics will certainly be stepped up as they 
become increasingly profitable for landlords. 
Though evictions based on illegal subletting 
and breach of rental agreement are still at the 
low level of 50 or so a year, they have increased 
in frequency by 100% since Costa-Hawkins 
was passed. 

A more common dirty tactic of landlords in 
S.F. are so-called “owner move-in" evictions, 












The recent crackdown on Berkeley’s 
Telegraph Avenue is largely an election year 
wedge issue ploy by conservative Mayor 
Shirley Dean and her minions to win the election 
re “homeless" card. In national 


politics, the Republicans attack immigrants, 
welfare mothers and drug users to win the 
election; in Berkeley, it’s “problematic street 
behaviof, a code word for the homeless. 

Wedge issues work because politicians 
address real concerns that people have with 
what appears to be an easy solution. If a 
politician can split enough people off from the 
other candidate by raising an emotionally 
charged issue, they win. And if they don’t 
really have any solution, well, too bad. That’s 


raph Avenue 


Using police against the homeless, the poor, 
or even “problematic street behavior” has 
never worked, can’t work, and won’t work. For 
six months, the police have been busy enforcing 
laws that don’t exist (against sitting on the 
sidewalks) and issuing tickets for non-crimes. 
Littering, having an unlicensed dog, jaywalking 
- they may be annoying (or maybe not), but 
they hardly rise to the level of crime. When 
most people think about reducing crime, 
they’re thinking about stopping muggings, car 
break-ins, assault. Using police to attack non¬ 
crimes is a misuse of resources and isn’t 
intended to do anything but harass people to 
get votes for a particular candidate. Police 
harassment for non-crimes may drive poor and 
homeless people somewhere else for a while, 
but unless the crackdown continues 
indefinitely, nothing is solved. 

There have been campaigns against freaks 
on the Avenue since there have been freaks on 
the Avenue. The reason these campaigns are 
good election year issues is that the left, such 
as it is, usually has no good response to 
“problematic street behavior" other than to 
advocate the status quo. Arguing to stop the 
police crackdown, and maybe provide a few 
“services”, doesn’t provide an alternative 
solution for the perceived problem. 

Yes, these attacks on freaks, the homeless 
and the poor do violate their rights. Yes, 
everyone has a right to live without harassment 
from the police. But the reason the homeless 
card works in local politics is because real 
people, good people, are annoyed by rude 
freaks, litter, the perception of danger. The 
people who feel like this probably don’t hate 
the poor. They probably aren’t evil. They 
probably don’t realize they are playing into the 
hands of gentrifiers, big land owners, 
conservatives. Their feelings are genuine. 

The left must have a program for 
addressing the reality that DeoDle aet 
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most people think about reducing crime, 
they’re thinking about stopping muggings, car 
break-ins, assault. Using police to attack non¬ 
crimes is a misuse of resources and isn’t 
intended to do anything but harass people to 
get votes for a particular candidate. Police 
harassment for non-crimes may drive poor and 
homeless people somewhere else for a while, 
but unless the crackdown continues 
indefinitely, nothing is solved. 

There have been campaigns against freaks 
on the Avenue since there have been freaks on 
the Avenue. The reason these campaigns are 
good election year issues is that the left, such 
as it is, usually has no good response to 
“problematic street behavior” other than to 
advocate the status quo. Arguing to stop the 
police crackdown, and maybe provide a few 
“services", doesn’t provide an alternative 
solution for the perceived problem. 

Yes, these attacks on freaks, the homeless 
and the poor do violate their rights. Yes, 
everyone has a right to live without harassment 
from the police. But the reason the homeless 
card works in local politics is because real 
people, good people, are annoyed by rude 
freaks, litter, the perception of danger. The 
people who feel like this probably don’t hate 
the poor. They probably aren’t evil. They 
probably don’t realize they are playing into the 
hands of gentrifiers, big land owners, 
conseivatives. Their feelings are genuine. 

The left must have a program for 
addressing the reality that people get 
harassed and annoyed in public spaces, 
especially Telegraph Avenue. We need to paint 
a vision for how public space can get more 
public and nicer for everyone to be in 
(including the freaks), not just sanitized by 
millions of cops. The right wing has their vision 




public space: the shopping mall. Enclosed, 
climate controlled, under constant surveillance. 
The right wing wants to make the whole world 
a shopping mall. 

The left needs to fight back. We envision 
public space like a public square that works. 
Different kinds of people mix and interact. If 
there are annoying people, they get diluted by 
many interesting people. A community with 
certain standards of interaction develops. 
Small businesses thrive, but you don’t have to 

I — go there just to shop. There are other non¬ 
commercial options: chess tables, games, old 
people having deep conversations, free live 
music, grass to sit on, lovers holding hands, 
benches. 






























































































































(including the freaks), not just sanitized by 
millions of cops. The right wing has their vision 
for public space: the shopping mall. Enclosed, 
climate controlled, under constant surveillance. 
The right wing wants to make the whole world 
a shopping mall. 

The left needs to fight back. We envision 
public space like a public square that works. 
Different kinds of people mix and interact. If 
there are annoying people, they get diluted by 
many interesting people. A community with 
certain standards of interaction develops. 
Small businesses thrive, but you don’t have to 
go there just to shop. There are other non¬ 
commercial options: chess tables, games, old 
people having deep conversations, free live 
music, grass to sit on, lovers holding hands, 
benches. 


where a landlord claims that they or a relative 
is going to move in to a rental unit. This tactic 
is almost never contested by the rent board, 
and its use has increased by 300% - from 300 
to 1200 a year - since Costa-Hawkins passed. 

Many of those fleeing from San Francisco in 
the coming year will first look to relocate to 
quiet and relatively cheap Berkeley. This 
increased demand for housing, combined with 
the damage done by Costa-Hawkins to 
Berkeley’s formerfy strong rent control laws, 
will mean a rapid inflation in Berkeley rents. As 
in S.F., landlords will begin using any dirty 
tactics they can in order to drive out long¬ 
term tenants and make way for richer renters. 
Poorer tenants who are less likely to 
be aware of their legal rights and recourses, 
will be the most vulnerable to these attacks. 

As Beikeley fills up with rich professionals 
and becomes even more of an elitist lifestyle- 
enclave than it already is, the effects will 
ripple into Oakland. Because Oakland’s rent 
control board and ordinance are incredibly 
weak when compared to Berkeley, it will be 
even easier for the landlords of Oakland to 
drive-out low-income tenants. Oakland has 
no just-cause eviction clause in its rent laws, 
which means that tenants can be evicted for no 
reason - only increases in a tenants’ rent 
warrant a hearing with the rent board. And 
the Oakland rent board has a hard enough time 
getting a full quorum of appointed members in 
order to have an actual meeting, let alone 


actually dealing with renters’ problem and 
complaints. 

The efforts being waged against Costa- 
Hawkins in the Bay Area are paltry at best. 
The Oakland Tenants Union is putting their 
bets on a legalistically convoluted plan. At its 
base is public testimony made by the writers 
of the Costa-Hawkins act to the effect that 
Oakland would be exempt from the Act 
because it already had vacancy de-control. If 
Oakland can therefore be shown to be exempt 
from Costa-Hawkins, the Tenants Union 
believes that it might then be possible to 
campaign to have vacancy control introduced in 
the city. The legal headaches of such a scheme 
are obvious and infinite. 

In San Francisco and Berkeley, the Tenants 
Unions’ are for now just concerned with 
nibbling at the edges of the problem, fighting 
unfair evictions caused by rampant rent 
profiteering whenever they can. 

SB 1730 Burton is a bill coming before the 
California state legislature soon, aimed at 
restricting further landlord profiteering in 
California. Its main focus is to keep greedy 
landlords from being able to cancel the Section 
8 contracts of poor, elderly, disabled people in 
order to evict them and raise the rent as a 
form of “vacancy de-control.” Though the 
Burton bill would do several good things to 
help tenant organizing and low income renters 
in general, it is only the smallest beginning of a 
struggle for justice in housing. When it comes 


to using legal channels to struggle for justice 
in housing, Costa-Hawkins basically leaves 
everyone’s hands tied. 

But that does not mean that Bay Area 
residents should simply pay up the increased 
rents or shuffle off into a hole and die. The 
masses of renters, who stand to lose so much 
at the hands of a minority of greedy landlords, 
need to take a stand against the injustice of 
escalating rents now. Tenants unions 
throughout the Bay Area need to unite with 
other activist organizations and community 
groups to organize a massive rent strike. This 
will demonstrate to landlords that using 
courts, police and rent boards to enforce their 
greed will no longer be tolerated. Long term 
tenants should not be displaced and 
established communities must not be 
destroyed in order to make way for further 
yuppie gentrification in the Bay Area. Costa- 
Hawkins must be repealed and Bay Area rents 
must return to an affordable level. And who 
knows, maybe if renters can be organized to 
stand up for those things, they can even come 
to realize en masse that landlords are really 
nothing but parasites and that the idea of 
having to pay for necessities like housing is 
utterly ridiculous. When people get together 
anything is possible... 

Try contacting the Eviction Defense 
Network (415-431-0931), the San Francisco 
Tenant’s Union (415-282-6622) or, the 
Oakland Tenant’s Union (510-704-5276). 


Try to find a good bench anywhere in any 
modem, mallified downtown. Someone - 
conservatives, merchants, developers? - has 
used the fact that homeless people sleep on 
benches as an excuse to get rid of benches for 
everyone. Maybe benches don’t earn money for 
merchants. Maybe shoppers sitting on benches 
stay longer, taking up parking and room, and 
don’t spend as much. 

In the leftist vision of public space, there 
are so many benches in public spaces that if 30 
or 40 homeless people are sleeping on them, 
there are still hundreds more for other people 
to sit on and enjoy. The way the left will 
defeat the conservative, police crackdown- 
based solution for “problematic street 
behavior" is to demand that the public realm 
expand and improve so that everyone will want 
to go there. Ideas like the car free Telegraph, 
closed to traffic from Dwight to Bancroft, 
with lots of public space, are the left’s answer 
to police crackdowns and “cleaning up” the 
Avenue. 

Police crackdowns ultimately don’t bring 
more shoppers out to Telegraph Avenue - they 
further brutalize and privatize public space. 
People learn to stay at home or go to police 
controlled malls. 

The reason why Telegraph Avenue is worth 
struggling for is that Telegraph Avenue is still 
a public space where everyone can go, more so 
than most sanitized shopping areas around. It 
should be nurtured, not disinfected and 
destroyed. .by PB Floyd, 
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by Daniel Dylan Young 

The issue of Tibetan liberation has recently 
become very hot with big name liberal activists 
and the capitalist press in America. Both the 
press and American Free Tibet activists 
themselves often use idealized images of 
traditional Tibet as a simple, spiritual utopia 
untainted by problems of class conflict or 
authoritarianism. The ethos of the Free Tibet 
movement has the potential to alienate radical 
grassroots activists from the issue and cause 
them to dismiss it as nothing but a bourgeois 
new-agey cultural fetish. As someone who 
spent 4 months living in Tibet and Tibetan 
refugee camps, I both understand such 
' dismissals and find them to be heartlessly 
uninformed. I write this article to show how the 
struggle for Tibetan liberation is about ending 
the misery of the Tibetan people, not about 
Richard Gere or the Beastie Boys. 

When the Chinese People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) marched into Tibet in 1950, they came 
with promises of liberating the Tibetan 
masses from “feudalist oppression.” 
Traditional Tibet was certainly not (as some 
western liberals claim) a society where no class 
antagonism or capitalist style oppression 


...the Chinese policy in 
Tibet can only be described 
as imperialism and 
assimilation... 


The Potala palace, former winter home of the Dalai Lama, is the largest building in 
Tibet. Carved into a massive hill, the palace towers above Tibet s c a pi ta l city of _Lha sa . 
The pond in the foreground was recently filled in to build a parking lot and shoppi g 

... 

bodhisattvas remain grounded in the material 
world in order to help others to achieve an 
equal level of compassion and enlightenment. 

Though the Tibetan church has created its 
own pantheon of so-called Buddhist deities, 

Tibetan Buddhist philosophy at its simplest is 
basically atheistic and humanistic. Its basic 
tenets include an egalitarian acknowledgment 
of all living beings’ innate “Buddha-nature,” or 
potential for kindness, compassion and 
spiritual enlightenment. And, like all Buddhism, 


only the Tibetan people’s internal attitudes 
and treatment of each other, but also their 
attitude towards nature. Though the 
extraordinarily barren landscape of central 
Tibet forced the people there to rely mostly 
on meat as a food source, Tibetans raised only 
a few types of livestock for this purpose. All 
other animals were strictly left alone, and 
hunting was considered to be a very evil act. 
Even today, in the dingy, filthy refugee camps 
of northern India, this level of concern over the 
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relatively hiqh level of social and ecological 
harmony. It has also given them the 
psychological and emotional strength 
necessary to survive in scattered, filthy 
refugee camps and under the authoritarian 
rule of an imperialist power. And the Chinese 
policy in Tibet can only be described as 
imperialism and assimilation. 

When the PLA swept into Tibet in 1950, 
declaring its liberation from feudalism and 
imperialism, almost no one in Tibet felt that 
they had to be “liberated” from anyone. Right 
or wrong, the majority of Tibetans identified 
their interests as identical with those of the 
theocracy’s leaders. No popular support 
existed for a social revolution and re¬ 
organization. Even if it had existed the 
traditionally xenophobic nature of Tibetan 
culture would have made such a mass movement 
only possible if the ideas originated with 
Tibetan people themselves, rather than the 
mouthpieces of Chinese leaders a world away in 
Beijing. 

But as time went on, these issues came t o 
matter less and less. Throughout the 1950’s 
the Tibetan theocracy retained some control 
over the nature and extent of socialist re¬ 
structuring in Tibetan society. But by 1959 
when the Dalai Lama fled the country it had 
become clear that the Chinese government was 
at base concerned with assimilating the 
Tibetan people into Chinese society and 
culture in order to more easily exploit the 
country’s vast, untapped natural resources. 

The 60’s and 70’s saw Tibet suffer all the 
horrors that plagued the rest of China during 
these years -- the famines of the Great Leap 
Forward, the chaos and destruction of the 
Cultural Revolution, and more. But the 














authoritarianism. The ethos of the Free Tibet 
movement has the potential to alienate radical 
grassroots activists from the issue and cause 
them to dismiss it as nothing but a bourgeois 
new-agey cultural fetish. As someone who 
spent 4 months living in Tibet and Tibetan 
refugee camps, I both understand such 
dismissals and find them to be heartlessly 
uninformed. I write this article to show how the 
struggle for Tibetan liberation is about ending 
the misery of the Tibetan people, not about 
Richard Gere or the Beastie Boys. 

When the Chinese People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) marched into Tibet in 1950, they came 
with promises of liberating the Tibetan 
masses from “feudalist oppression.” 
Traditional Tibet was certainly not (as some 
western liberals claim) a society where no class 
antagonism or capitalist style oppression 


...the Chinese policy in 
Tibet can only be described 
as imperialism and 
assimilation... 

existed. Nor did old Tibet’s theocratic 
government of Buddhist monks rule with 
perfect wisdom and justice. There was a level 
of corruption and injustice in old Tibet, as in all 
times and places. Yet, the true face of 
traditional Tibet still had far more potential 
for positive social change than the current 
brutal Chinese regime. One important proof of 
this is that the first action of the current 
Dalai Lama (Tibet’s “feudalist” leader) upon 
escaping into India was to create an exile 
government composed of a popularly elected 
parliament with the right to veto any of his 
own ideas or decisions. 

The possibilities for positive social change 
in traditional Tibetan society begin with the 
Buddhist philosophy which has guided Tibetan 
culture since the religion was introduced to the 
country 700 years ago. When separated from 
the corruption of the monolithic Tibetan 
theocracy, we find at Tibetan Buddhism’s base 
a philosophy of total love and compassion for 
all sentient beings. Its ideal practitioners are 
“ boddhisattvas" who have achieved non¬ 
attachment to the transient, material world 
which most of us perceive. Yet these 



The Potala palace, former winter home of the Dalai Lama, is the largest building in 
Tibet. Carved into a massive hill, the palace towers above Tibet s capital city of Lha s a. 
The pond in the foreground was recently filled in to build a parking lot and shoppi g 


bodhisattvas remain grounded in the material 
world in order to help others to achieve an 
equal level of compassion and enlightenment 

Though the Tibetan church has created its 
own pantheon of so-called Buddhist deities, 
Tibetan Buddhist philosophy at its simplest is 
basically atheistic and humanistic. Its basic 
tenets include an egalitarian acknowledgment 
of all living beings’ innate “Buddha-nature,” or 
potential for kindness, compassion and 
spiritual enlightenment. And, like all Buddhism, 
the Tibetan strain adheres to the 
revolutionary idea of the “middle path” -- the 
concept that no one can reach any kind of 
enlightenment when either glutted on sensual 
and material pleasures or when starved and 
deprived. 

With its Buddhist philosophical base, 
traditional Tibetan society was unusual 
throughout the world for its compassion. 
Anyone who spends much time with Tibetans 
will notice their level of ingrained courtesy and 
hospitality towards. Tibetan Buddhism is also 
a particularly optimistic lens through which to 
view the world. Difficulties and set-backs are 
fatalistically accepted as the production of 
accumulated karma from past lives. This allows 
people to more readily overcome their 
problems and rra/e on to accumulating good 
karma (and therefore future happiness) 
through acts of selfless kindness. Almost all 
accounts from the few foreigners who visited 
Tibet prior to 1950 tell of a country where 
even the poorest peasants seemed basically 
happy, optimistic and carefree due to the 
psychological cushioning of their spiritual 
culture. 

The precepts of their religion shaped not 


only the Tibetan people’s internal attitudes 
and treatment of each other, but also their 
attitude towards nature. Though the 
extraordinarily barren landscape of central 
Tibet forced the people there to rely mostly 
on meat as a food source, Tibetans raised only 
a few types of livestock for this purpose. All 
other animals were strictly left alone, and 
hunting was considered to be a very evil act. 
Even today, in the dingy, filthy refugee camps 
of northern India, this level of concern over the 
lives of other animals continues. At least twice 
in these places I witnessed Tibetans walking 
down the road in the rainy season with a small 
stick, carefully removing each slug they 
encounter so that it would not be run over by a 
fast-moving car. 

As in many pre-industrial societies, 
environmental sustainability was important to 
Tibetans, often due to their culture’s religious 
precepts. Most livestock herders in Tibet 
(previous to the drastic plans of agrarian 
reorganization introduced by the Chinese 
Communists) were nomadic, moving from cne 
area to another in order to not overgraze 
anywhere. This was due to the fragile 
vegetation on central Tibet’s high altitude 
plains -- the extremely low rainfalls and short 
summer months made all livestock herders 
hyper-conscious about preserving the natural 
environment. 

And, in this mountainous area with its 
extraordinary mineral riches, mining was seen 
as ai attack on the earth which would bring 
upon the Tibetan people the wrath of various 
nature deities in the Buddhist pantheon. 

The Tibetan people’s Buddhist heritage of 
compassion not only helped them to maintain a 


or wrong, the mapnty or i rceians 
their interests as identical with those of the 
theocracy’s leaders. No popular support 
existed for a social revolution and re¬ 
organization. Even if it had existed the 
traditionally xenophobic nature of Tibetan 
culture would have made such a mass movement 
only possible if the ideas originated with 
Tibetan people themselves, rather than the 
mouthpieces of Chinese leaders a world away in 
Beijing. 

But as time went on, these issues came t o 
matter less and less. Throughout the 1950’s 
the Tibetan theocracy retained some control 
over the nature and extent of socialist re¬ 
structuring in Tibetan society. But by 1959 
when the Dalai Lama fled the country it had 
become clear that the Chinese government was 
at base concerned with assimilating the 
Tibetan people into Chinese society and 
culture in order to more easily exploit the 
country’s vast, untapped natural resources. 

The 60’s and 70’s saw Tibet suffer all the 
horrors that plagued the rest of China during 
these years -- the famines of the Great Leap 
Forward, the chaos and destruction of the 
Cultural Revolution, and more. But the 



Refugee Tibetans demonstrate in the 
streets of Dharmsala, India. Here at least 
they will not be attacked and imprisoned 
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times and places. Yet, the true face of 
traditional Tibet still had far more potential 
for positive social change than the current 
brutal Chinese regime. One important proof of 
this is that the first action of the current 
Dalai Lama (Tibet’s “feudalist” leader) upon 
escaping into India was to create an exile 
government composed of a popularly elected 
parliament with the right to veto any of his 
own ideas or decisions. 

The possibilities for positive social change 
in traditional Tibetan society begin with the 
Buddhist philosophy which has guided Tibetan 
culture since the religion was introduced to the 
country 700 years ago. When separated from 
the corruption of the monolithic Tibetan 
theocracy, we find at Tibetan Buddhism’s base 
a philosophy of total love and compassion for 
all sentient beings. Its ideal practitioners are 
“ boddhisattvas" who have achieved non¬ 
attachment to the transient, material world 
which most of us perceive. Yet these 


deprived. 

With its Buddhist philosophical base, 
traditional Tibetan society was unusual 
throughout the world for its compassion. 
Anyone who spends much time with Tibetans 
will notice their level of ingrained courtesy and 
hospitality towards. Tibetan Buddhism is also 
a particularly optimistic lens through which to 
view the world. Difficulties and set-backs are 
fatalistically accepted as the production of 
accumulated karma from past lives. This allows 
people to more readily overcome their 
problems and mcwe on to accumulating good 
karma (and therefore future happiness) 
through acts of selfless kindness. Almost all 
accounts from the few foreigners who visited 
Tibet prior to 1950 tell of a country where 
even the poorest peasants seemed basically 
happy, optimistic and carefree due to the 
psychological cushioning of their spiritual 
culture. 

The precepts of their religion shaped not 


fast-moving car. 

As in many pre-industrial societies, 
environmental sustainability was important to 
Tibetans, often due to their culture’s religious 
precepts. Most livestock herders in Tibet 
(previous to the drastic plans of agrarian 
reorganization introduced by the Chinese 
Communists) were nomadic, moving from one 
area to another in order to not overgraze 
anywhere. This was due to the fragile 
vegetation on central Tibet’s high altitude 
plains - the extremely low rainfalls and short 
summer months made all livestock herders 
hyper-conscious about preserving the natural 
environment. 

And, in this mountainous area with its 
extraordinary mineral riches, mining was seen 
as an attack on the earth which would bring 
upon the Tibetan people the wrath of various 
nature deities in the Buddhist pantheon. 

The Tibetan people’s Buddhist heritage of 
compassion not only helped them to maintain a 



streets of Dharmsala, India. Here at least 
they will not be attacked and imprisoned 
for voicing their views. 


International Radio Action 
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the so-called International Highway, the Moon 
Travel Handbook warns: “At this time it is 
hazardous because of smuggling and tension. 
Avoid the road." 

The altitude drop as the plane descended 
into Port-au-Prince brought the details of Joe 
Williams’s romantic green and turquoise 
impression into photorealistic focus. “There 
were old rusted hulks of airplanes” lining the 
runway. He continues, seeming to agree tacitly 
with the U.S. State Department’s policy of 
warning travelers to Port-au-Prince of below- 
par airport safety standards. “You travel 
there at your own risk. It’s a major transit 
area for drugs--and it’s a mess.” 

While the causal forces contributing to 
Haiti’s devastating poverty and environmental 
decay aie as old as colonial expansion, Williams 
and Dalton learned quickly of the latest 
contributors. Still fresh in the collective 
consciousness of Haitian peasant farmers, who 
comprise 78% of the country’s seven million 
people, is the Haitian Pig Eradication Program 
(read: Fiasco). In 1978, when African swine 
fever hit, Haiti’s black pig population was one 


million strong. In Haitian Kreyol, the word for 
“pig" and “bank” are the same. And the rural 
peasants, who comprise over seventy percent 
of the Haitian population, treated their pigs as 
banks. Pigs brought down farming costs by 
aerating the soil; they kept sanitation levels 
high by eating household waste; they produced 
nitrogen-rich fertilizer. In times of crisis they 
could be sold for a hundred bucks—as much as 
a peasant might make in a year—to pay for 
medical bills, a funeral, or maybe a wedding. In 
times of crisis, they could be eaten. 

By 1981, the disease had ravaged hundreds 
of thousands of pigs—a natural disaster 
attributable to poor customs practices, or the 
will of the Vodou spirits. A feeling just as 
natural—fear—and one less natural—the 
taste for profit—aroused a concerned 
response from the American pork industry. 
Soon after, the Haitian Pig Eradication 
Program was underway. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations, the Inter-American 
Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture (an 
agency of the Organization of American 
States), the Inter-American Development 


Bank and various segments of governments in 
the Dominican Republic, Canada, the United 
States and Haiti combined forces for the 
program—with the U.S. weighing in heavily. 
According to Robert Lawless, author of 
Haiti's Bad Press, “over fifteen million dollars 
of the total project price of twenty-three 
million dollars came from the United States, 
and the Agency for International Development 
[U.S. AID] took a leading role in the project." 
As peasants in the Haitian countryside 
explained the procedure to Govinda Dalton, 
Duvalier's henchman approached pig owners 
with a choice to the effect of “kill your pig or 
we’ll machete you.” No education efforts were 
undertaken to teach pig owners how to 
prevent African swine fever. Peasants were 
not even told that the meat of their sick pigs 
was still edible. U.S. AID made promises to 
repay pig owners for their losses, but few 
farmers saw any money. The program lasted 
from 1981 to 1983. By August 1984, Haiti 
was declared free of swine fever, “and,” 
Lawless writes, “of pigs.” For Haitian 
peasants, losing their pigs with no 
compensation was the equivalent of 


bankruptcy. 

The situation only worsened when American 
'charity' was imported in the form of an Iowa 
pig species. Chosen for high feed conversion 
rates rather than adaptability to the Haitian 
climate, the fat, white, 'bourgeois' American 
breed could not take the Haitian heat. Special 
concrete houses were built to keep them cool 
at the central breeding site in Port-au-Prince. 
Recipients of the new imported pigs had to 
pay to build such houses on their own property. 
'Those pigs are not adapted to our country,' 
said Pere Miso, a parish priest from Les 
Cayes, in a recorded interview with Govinda 
Dalton. 'Those pigs need a lot of food. A lot 
of food. The native pig we had, they ate 
anything.' But the American pigs won’t eat 
just anything. Special American feed has to be 
imported. At the cost of about $100 per- 
year-per-pig these animals require more in 
spending than most peasants make. 

Some analysts credit the pig fiasco with 
mass migration to Haiti's cities, which has left 
Port-au-Prince, for one, bursting at the 
seams. Some credit the Pig Eradication 
Program with Operation Dechoukay—the 











Tibetans did not have this suffering inflicted 
upon them by the stupidity of their fellow 
countrymen, as elsewhere in China. They 
experienced it as the effect of policies 
instituted by an outside imperialist power with 
an alien value system and no appreciation for 
traditional culture (the vestiges of which 
were, for a time, completely outlawed as 
“feudalist" behavior). 

At the same time as these attempts to 
assimilate Tibetans into mainstream 
Communist Chinese culture were going on, the 
environment of the Tibetan plateau was being 
exploited as rapidly as possible. Vast mining 
projects were undertaken in the rocky central 
regions, while the forests of the eastern, lower 
elevation areas were extensively clear-cut. 
Certain desert areas of northeastern Tibet 
were also utilized for both nuclear weapons 
testing and the dumping of hazardous 
materials from nuclear power plants and 
weapons production factories. 

For a brief time in the mid-1980’s a more 
liberal administration in Beijing encouraged a 
small-scale re-flourishing of traditional 
Tibetan culture, so tong as it coincided with 


With the Chinese government’s 
imperialist policy of population transfer, 
Tibetans are becoming second-class 
citizens in their own country. 


tourism in the area. But this period of 
tolerance ended when the 1987 Tibetan 
nationalist riots in Lhasa and the events in 
Tiannemen Square caused liberal voices in the 
Chinese central government to be silenced. 

Economic development and population 
transfer have now become key to the Chinese 
vision of a future Tibet, sometimes referred 
to as China’s “Wild West." Large groups of 
immigrants from China are offered substantial 
economic incentives to make an otherwise 
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spiritual, pacifist pre-invasion society. 

Opposition to the Chinese occupation has 
always been problematic. Briefly during the 
1960’s a rabidly anti-Communist faction of the 
CIA flew groups of Tibetans to the Rockies to 
train them in mountain-based guerrilla 
warfare, and then sent them back to fight in 
Tibet. Even then they were hopelessly out- 
manned and out-gunned. At this point the 
Chinese army has a presence in almost every 
tiny Tibetan village. And all violent, militaristic 
opposition often faces severe criticisms from 
the Dalai Lama and other pacifist elements of 
Tibetan Buddhist society. At the same time 
thousands of non-violent demonstrators have 
also been killed, tortured and railroaded to 
lifetime prison terms. 

in the 1980’s there was a brief, positive 
period when representatives of the exile 
government were allowed to travel throughout 
Tibet and attended negotiations with the 
Chinese central government. But the 1987 
riots and several diplomatic 
misunderstandings ended these positive times. 
Now Beijing basically just seems to be waiting 
for the aging Dalai Lama to die. And as Beijing 
has become less open to negotiation, the Dalai 
Lama has become more desperately open. 
During the last few years he has been 
supporting a plan to scale back Tibetan 
demands to ask for only greater political 
autonomy as a state under China, rather than 
full liberation as a separate nation. 

Things are getting desperate, as is shown 
by the recently announced plan of Samdhong 
Rinpoche, an eideriy monk who currently heads 
the Tibetan exile parliament. He is planning to 
step down from his post in order to return to 
Tibet with a large group of followers and lead 
some kind of “satyagraha" or “truth 
insistence” campaign based on the non-violent 


A Tibetan dancer costumed as 
a Buddhist “protector deity.” 


perhaps even for Tibetan autonomy and 
cultural survival. 

Short of going to Tibet to practice civil 
disobedience and/or blow things up, the man 
thing that you can really do is to show 
solidarity with economic aid for Tibetan 
refugees and political support for those 
dissidents struggling inside Tibet. However i t 
is also extremely important that all activists 
and radicals who oppose capitalism, 















were also utilized for both nuclear weapons 
testing and the dumping of hazardous 
materials from nuclear power plants and 
weapons production factories. 

For a brief time in the mid-1980’s a more 
liberal administration in Beijing encouraged a 
small-scale re-flourishing of traditional 
Tibetan culture, so long as it coincided with 
the economic interests of recently opened 



An elderly Tibetan women spins prayer 
wheels to accumulate positive karma or 
at a shrine located in the center of a 
refugee town in India. 



With the Chinese government's 
imperialist policy of population transfer, 
Tibetans are becoming second-class 
citizens in their own country. 


tourism in the area. But this period of 
tolerance ended when the 1987 Tibetan 
nationalist riots in Lhasa and the events in 
Tiannemen Square caused liberal voices in the 
Chinese central government to be silenced. 

Economic development and population 
transfer have now become key to the Chinese 
vision of a future Tibet, sometimes referred 
to as China’s “Wild West.” Large groups of 
immigrants from China are offered substantial 
economic incentives to make an otherwise 
undesirable relocation. The hope is that this 
will aid stepped up economic development in 
Tibet, and give the majority of Tibetans a 
tantalizing reason to assimilate. They will need 
to go to schools and become fluent in Chinese 
language and popular culture in order to rise 
from the abject poverty in which most live, and 
get the high-paying jobs that will allow them to 
drive shiny new cars, live in high rise 
apartments, and go out to big discos playing 
Chinese pop (the biggest one in central Tibet 
was constructed in the last few years directly 
in front of the Potala palace, the Dalai Lama’s 
former winter residence and a major 
pilgrimage spot for Tibetan Buddhists). 

What the Chinese occupation of Tibet comes 
down to is whether an environmentally 
sustainable society based on a religion of 
egalitarian compassion will be engulfed by a 
blend of brutal authoritarianism and totally 
materialist, anti-human capitalism. While it can 
be argued that no people should have their 
native culture destroyed by an invader who 
thinks themselves superior because they have 
more guns, Tibet is in many ways an extremely 
important case because of its uniquely 


period when representatives of the exile 
government were allowed to travel throughout 
Tibet and attended negotiations with the 
Chinese central government. But the 1987 
riots and several diplomatic 
misunderstandings ended these positive times. 
Now Beijing basically just seems to be waiting 
for the aging Dalai Lama to die. And as Beijing 
has become less open to negotiation, the Dalai 
Lama has become more desperately open. 
During the last few years he has been 
supporting a plan to scale back Tibetan 
demands to ask for only greater political 
autonomy as a state under China, rather than 
full liberation as a separate nation. 

Things are getting desperate, as is shown 
by the recently announced plan of Samdhong 
Rinpoche, an elderiy monk who currently heads 
the Tibetan exile parliament. He is planning to 
step down from his post in order to return to 
Tibet with a large group of followers and lead 
some kind of “satyagraha” or “truth 
insistence” campaign based on the non-violent 


principles of Gandhi’s civil disobedience 
campaigns in South Africa and India. At this 
point, however, his plan is only in a hyper- 
theoretical state. 

The growing level of angry desperation and 
the lack of diplomatic openings can also be seen 
in the fact that both Tibetan radicals in India 
and the American scholar of Tibet Melvyn 
Goldstein (known to be extremely sycophantic 
to the Chinese government) are calling for 
immediate terrorist campaigns by Tibetan 
nationalists against important P.R.C. sites. 
They see such campaigns as the last chance f o r 
the cause of Tibetan independence and 



A Tibetan dancer costumed as 
a Buddhist “protector deity.” 


perhaps even for Tibetan autonomy and 
cultural survival. 

Short of going to Tibet to practice civil 
disobedience and/or blow things up, the main 
thing that you can really do is to show 
solidarity with economic aid for Tibetan 
refugees and political support for those 
dissidents struggling inside Tibet. However i t 
is also extremely important that all activists 
and radicals who oppose capitalism, 


authoritarianism, economic imperialism, and 
environmental destruction become aware of 
the situation in Tibet. Only with awareness can 
we ever hope to take advantage of any future 
opportunities for stronger action in this 
struggle. For more information on the issue or 
on how you can become involved, try contacting 
the following organizations: Bay Area Friends 
of Tibet, 2288 Fulton St. #312, Berkeley, ph. 
548-1271, 548-5879; Tibetan Aid Project, 
2910 San Pablo Ave., Berkeley, ph. 848- 
TIBET or 800-33-TIBET; Milarepa, 2350 
Taylor St., S.F., 474-0866 or 888- 
MILAREPA. 


...by 1959 when the Dalai Lama fled the country it had 
become clear that the Chinese Communist government 
was at base concerned with assimilating the Tibetan 
people into Chinese society and culture in order to more 
easily exploit the country’s vast, untapped natural 
resources... 


Training in Education visits Haiti 
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tantalizing reason to assimilate. They will need 
to go to schools and become fluent in Chinese 
language and popular culture in order to rise 
from the abject poverty in which most live, and 
get the high-paying jobs that will allow them to 
drive shiny new cars, live in high rise 
apartments, and go out to big discos playing 
Chinese pop (the biggest one in central Tibet 
was constructed in the last few years directly 
in front of the Potala palace, the Dalai Lama’s 
former winter residence and a major 
pilgrimage spot for Tibetan Buddhists). 

What the Chinese occupation of Tibet comes 
down to is whether an environmentally 
sustainable society based on a religion of 
egalitarian compassion will be engulfed by a 
blend of brutal authoritarianism and totally 
materialist, anti-human capitalism. While it can 
be argued that no people should have their 
native culture destroyed by an invader who 
thinks themselves superior because they have 
more guns, Tibet is in many ways an extremely 
important case because of its uniquely 


principles of Gandhi’s civil disobedience 
campaigns in South Africa and India. At this 
point, however, his plan is only in a hyper- 
theoretical state. 

The growing level of angry desperation and 
the lack of diplomatic openings can also be seen 
in the fact that both Tibetan radicals in India 
and the American scholar of Tibet Melvyn 
Goldstein (known to be extremely sycophantic 
to the Chinese government) are calling for 
immediate terrorist campaigns by Tibetan 
nationalists against important P.R.C. sites. 
They see such campaigns as the last chance f o r 
the cause of Tibetan independence and 


authoritarianism, economic imperialism, and 
environmental destruction become aware of 
the situation in Tibet. Only with awareness can 
we ever hope to take advantage of any future 
opportunities for stronger action in this 
struggle. For more information on the issue or 
on how you can become involved, try contacting 
the following organizations: Bay Area Friends 
of Tibet, 2288 Fulton St. #312, Berkeley, ph. 
548-1271, 548-5879; Tibetan Aid Project, 
2910 San Pablo Ave., Berkeley, ph. 848- 
TIBET or 800-33-TIBET; Milarepa, 2350 
Taylor St., S.F., 474-0866 or 888- 
MILAREPA. 


1986 overthrow of Jean-Clauae “Baby Doc” 
Duvalier’s regime. As Dalton understands the 
situation, rural folk are left with empty hands. 
The only way for them to make quick cash is to 
chop down the trees. These can be sold for 
“charbon,” charcoal, which is used as cooking 
fuel. The long term result is mass 
deforestation—now at 95%. The climate gets 
hotter. Erosion, which affects a quarter of 
Haiti's soil, is aggravated. Soil and sediment 
fill the streams. The fresh water supply is 
tainted. “You get this incredible cycle,' the 
soft-talking Dalton says, 'that all comes back 
to the American taxpayer." 

Despite the tortures of daily life and neo¬ 
liberal, neo-colonial world politics, according to 
Dalton, 'the enthusiasm of young people for 
radio is just phenomenal.’ And you can hear it 
in the first broadcast of quatre-vingt-quinze 
point cinq FM, 95.5, Radio Rendez-vous. A 
single goat-skin dorm resonates in hollow-tones 
with the rhythmic beatings of a well-worn pair 
of hands. The sounds, however earthy, are a 
modem day take on the morse-like tappings 
that marked the beginning of news briefs in 
the olden days of American radio. Now, rather 
than the deep voice of a well-starched native- 


English speaker, the accented voice of a 
Haitian countryside-dweller proclaims: "W'ap 
koute Radyo Rendez-vous....This is the Peasant 
Voice of Haiti. This is Radio Peasant Voice of 
Haiti with the maximum power. This is the 
sound...Avek anpil misik. Avek anpil koler 
lokal....Sa'a radyo tout moun. Radyo tout 
pays." You are listening to Radio Rendez-vous, 
the voice says. With lots of music, lots of local 
color, this is radio for everyone, for the entire 
country. 

"There's a social standing with respect to 
radio,' Williams says, remarking on the change 
in posture when a kid gets a microphone in his 
hand. 'There's bone crashing poverty. People 
cannot see long term anything. You're not 
thinking next year. You're not thinking past 
next week.' Still, Williams says of the radio 
workshop groups, 'the politics of Haiti didn't 
seem to be hitting them in the head.' The 
intensive four-day workshops, which led 
groups, via translators, from theories of 
frequency modulation to laying out parts, 
constructing exciters, attaching amplifiers, 
setting up antennas and finally broadcasting, 
may have been a break in the everyday lives of 
the participants. Yet, whether independent, 


Protestant, Catholic, Vodou or left-wing 
radical there is something inherently political 
about broadcasting over Haitian radio. The 
illiteracy rate is 80%. Mainstream papers, 
which circulate on a scale of eight to every one- 
thousand people, are almost exclusively written 
in French. Kreyol is the language of le peuple. 
French is the language of colonial rule, the 
language of the 5% mulatto elite, of the 
educated few. Less than 5% of children are in 
school and of those, only 20% complete the 
primary grades. There is one television set 
per two-hundred and sixty-five people. About 
six-hundred people have e-mail. One out of 
seventy-nine people has a telephone. Yet, one 
out of every 2.2 people has a radio. Radio is 
the most democratic medium in Haiti. 

In the days of slavery, before the slave 
revolt that transformed Haiti into the first 
independent black nation in the West, the 
primary emergency organizing tool was a conch 
shell. 'We call it in Haiti ’Lum-Bee," explained 
Fondwa's Joseph Philippe—a member of the 
Holy Ghost Church, a provincial bursar,, 
coordinator of the Peasant Association of 
Fondwa, and coordinator of the alternative 
bank for grassroots organizations in Haiti. 


'Whenever you have to cry for help you blow 
out this instrument. And everybody come." 
When IRATE finished its task in Haiti, by 
setting up a network of community radio 
stations throughout the country, so that 
broadcasters can acquire, construct, and 
maintain the technology without outside 
assistance, the micro-radio transmitter takes 
its place as a revolutionary instalment of 
Haitian empowerment. 

July 25th: The 
Secret is Out! 

A new video to let the bicycling community 
know the forces behind the July 25, 1997 
crackdown on San Francisco Critical Mass. 

The crackdown was truly an attack on 
the entire alternative transportation, livable 
cities, and environmental movements as it 
was a manufactured, violent, corrupt, 
violation of our civil rights which was timed 
to mask major transportation scandals. 
Copies are available for $10-$20 sliding scale 
donation, which includes postage. Write to: 

Bicycle Civil Liberties Union 

POB 15071, Berkeley, CA 94701 
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Continued from page 1 

decision making; disciplined cadre loyal to the 
oiganization as a whole; demonstrated support 
and participation ot the people we claim to 
represent. These are also prerequisites for 
our success. We have some serious work ahead. 

There is currently a severe crisis of 
leadership in the black community. In fact it 
may be more accurately described as a 
leadership vacuum, because recently those 
national organizations that claim to champion 
the interests of the black masses have been 
seriously discredited. The black mis- 
leadership is running out of fools. Does this 
require proof? Consider the following: 

Mr. Jesse Jackson’s 1988 campaign for the 
Democratic Party’s presidential nomination 
raised the hopes of million of blacks and 
working people (including white union workers 
in the rust belt). Jackson received 7 million 
votes. Most of those who supported Jackson 
did so as a protest against the injustices of 
this racist capitalist system. Jackson is not a 
leader against the capitalist - he is a Judas- 
goat for them. In the final analysis, “Jackson 
action" proved to be a fraud to deceive those 
for whom the so-called “American dream" is a 
cruel hoax into voting for the Democratic 
Party. 

Michael Dukakis openly dissed Jackson by 
picking the Southern ‘gentleman’ Lloyd 
Bentsen as his running mate without the 
minimal courtesy of notifying Jackson (he 
found out from the media). Jackson’s initial 
reaction was bitter and suggested that he was 
prepared to part ways with Massa when he 
said: “It is too much to expect that I will gey 
out in the field and be the champion vote picker] 
and bale them up and bring them back to the] 
big house and get a reward of thanks, while 
people who don’t pick nearly as much voters, 


and regroup its leadership. To this effect he 
invited Farrakhan’s Nation of Islam to join the 
struggle. The corporate media, America’s 
Headfixing Industry, went crazy. They 
denounced Chavis for collaborating with a 
“racist", i.e. Farrakhan. 

Get this now. The bigoted corporate media 
that with numbing regularity depicts the black 
community in the vilest most blatantly racist 
stereotypes attacked a black leader for 
attempting to unite with another black leader. 
This was at once absurd and transparent. 
Chavis continued to strive for unity. But he 


Farrakhan stepped up to fill the void with 
his Million Man March, in his own words: “a holy 
day of atonement and reconciliation”. Despite 
the campaign of vilification heaped upon the 
event by the Headfixing Industry, the idea of 
the march caught on in the black community. 
But Farrakhan’s mixture of black capitalist 
economics with reactionary mysticism 
guaranteed that the march would not provide 
solutions for the hundreds of thousands who 
attended. Did Minister Farrakhan put 
forward a program that points the way out of 
this dead end we are currently in? Did he 



forgot the Golden Rule: he who provides the 
gold makes the rules. The coiporate donations 
stopped flowing into the NAACP s coffers. 
Donations from the black community don t 
come close to paying the salaries of the 
NAACP bureaucrats. The bureaucrats 
screamed bloody murder. In August of 1994 
Benjamin Chavis was fired by the NAACP s 
board of directors, under the pretext of a sex 
drama. Crime Bill Clinton is still President in 
spite of his little drama. 


attack the system that is the root cause of 
suffering of the black community? Hell no! 
Instead we were given a lecture in - 
numerology. When the dust cleared, and the 
participants returned home, the Nation of 
Islam proved impotent in creating, leading and 
sustaining a democratically organized 
movement capable of addressing the needs ot 
Black America. What Farrakhan thought was a 
new beginning for his bid to become the 
premier leader of blacks in America may have 
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been his “Final Call”. 

All this has happened in full view of the 
masses. They have had time to sober up and 
evaluate their experiences. These experiences 
show clearly that all of these organizations and 
leaders (Black Democrats, the NAACP, 
Farrakhan and the Nation of Islam), each in 
their own way, have demonstrated that they 
are unfit to organize the struggle to defend 
the living standards of the black masses, much 
less improve them. On what basis can we 
measure the potential of a movement to 
successfully lead the fight against the 

unremitting attacks we now face? 

It is an axiom of scientific socialism that 
social and political movements must be judged 
by the quality of their leadership, program, 
trajectory, and class composition - not by the 
illusions of the base. These mis-leaders are not 
genuine opponents of the system. Their 
programs are pro-capitalist to the core. They 
are taking us no where - fast. Their self- 
contradictory rhetoric is the product of their 
schizophrenic petty bourgeois class 
composition - they were rejected by the 
system they love. These cnticisms are not an 
exercise in “disrespect”. We need the bitter 
truth in regards to these organizations, not 
suqary falsehood. 

For purposes of black liberation these pre¬ 
capitalist mis-leaders do not and cannot 
represent hope for a better future. They are 
political corpses. And as a great revolutionary 
once said: When it comes to fighting, coipses 
are worthless, but they do come in handy to 
keep the living from fighting. 

BLACK WORKERS TAKE THE LEAD! 
While the leadership of the BRC is 
presently a mixed bag (academics, veteran 
activists, feminists) there is no doubt that if 
it takes root on the local level the BRC will 






Michael Dukakis openly dissed Jackson by 
picking the Southern ‘gentleman’ Lloyd 
Bentsen as his running mate without the 
minimal courtesy of notifying Jackson (he 
found out from the media). Jackson’s initial 
reaction was bitter and suggested that he was 
prepared to part ways with Massa when he 
said: “It is too much to expect that I will gc 
out in the field and be the champion vote picker) 
and bale them up and bring them back to the! 
big house and get a reward of thanks, while! 
people who don’t pick nearly as much voters,! 
who don’t carry the same amount of weight! 
among the people, sit in the big house and makel 
the decisions.” (New York Times, 15 July| 
1988) 

But by convention time Jackson had! 
rediscovered his role and decided that it was! 
time for “the lion and the lamb to lie down I 
together”. One problem: the only time the lion 
lies down with the lamb is at dinner time! Then I 
in 1992, Crime Bill Clinton utilized the a I 
Rainbow Coalition gathering to demonstrate! 
his contempt for blacks and hisl 
“independence” from Jackson by deliberately! 
and dishonestly misinterpreting a comment by I 
Sister Soldier. From Judas-goat to punching! 
bag, Jackson remains loyal to the Democrats to I 
the point of supporting Clinton’s scandalous! 
Africa Trade bill, which would impose the! 
corporate agenda of starvation wages and! 
union-busting on African workers. Even! 
Jackson’s son, Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr., I 
voted against this piece of legislation, calling it I 
a new form of slavery. Jackson Senior is| 
clearly incapable of learning or of changing. 

In spite of the fact that over 6,000 black! 
men and women have been elected to public! 
office (mostly as Democrats), the reality that! 
living conditions for black people have! 
continued to worsen should “make it plain" that! 
these black Democrats are not the! 
representatives of the black masses, but front! 
men, and women, for the capitalist system.! 
What did these black elected official do tol 
organize the black community to resist Crime! 
Bill Clinton’s bi-partisan legislative onslaught| 
against us? All toll. Nothing! 

The National Association for the! 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) the! 
oldest (and most conservative) civil rights! 
group in the country has also proven itself! 
completely incapable of leading the resistance! 
to the blatant dismantling of the gains of the! 
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come close to paying the salaries of the 
NAACP bureaucrats. The bureaucrats 
screamed bloody murder. In August of 1994 
Benjamin Chavis was fired by the NAACP’s 
board of directors, under the pretext of a sex 
drama. Crime Bill Clinton is still President in 
spite of his little drama. 


participants returned home, the Nation of 
Islam proved impotent in creating, leading and 
sustaining a democratically organized 
movement capable of addressing the needs of 
Black America. What Farrakhan thought was a 
new beginning for his bid to become the 
premier leader of blacks in America may have 
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1 . We recognize the diverse historical 
I tendencies in the Black radical tradition 
including revolutionary nationalism, feminism 
and socialism. 


[ 2. The technological revolution and capitalist 
globalization have changed the economy, labor 
force and class formations that need to inform 
our analysis and strategies. The increased 
I class polarization created by these 
[ developments demands that we, as Black 
radicals, ally ourselves with the most j 
oppressed sectors of our communities and 
socieh 


13. Gender and sexuality can no longer be 
I viewed solely as peTsonal issues but must be a 
basic part of our analyses, politics and 
struggles. 


14. We reject racial and biological determinism, 
Black patriarchy and Black capitalism as 
I solutions to problems facing Black people. 


15. We must see the struggle in i 


Civil Rights movement that has been going on| 
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16. We need to meet people where they are, 
taking seriously identity politics and single 
issue reform groups, at the same time that we 
push for a larger vision that links these 
I struggles. 


17. We must be democratic and inclusive in our I 
dealings with one another, making room for | 
constructive criticism and honest dissent within 
our ranks. There must be open venues for civil 
and comradely debates to occur. 


[Tourdiscussions should be informed not only 
by a critique of what now exists, but by serious 
efforts to forge a creative vision of a new 
socieh 


19. We cannot limit ourselves to electoral 
politics - we must identify multiple sites of 
| struggles. 


110. We must overcome divisions within the 
Black radical forces, such as those of 
generation, region, and occupation. We must 
forge a common language that is accessible 
1 and relevant. 


111. Black radicals must build a national 
congress of radical forces in the Black 
community to strengthen radicalism as the 
legitimate voice of Black working and poor 
| people, and to build organized resistance. 


For purposes of black liberation these pre¬ 
capitalist mis-leaders do not and cannot 
represent hope for a better future. They are 
political corpses. And as a great revolutionary 
once said: When it comes to fighting, corpses 
are worthless, but they do come in handy to 
keep the living from fighting. 

BLACK WORKERS TAKE THE LEAD! 
While the leadership of the BRC is 
presently a mixed bag (academics, veteran 
activists, feminists) there is no doubt that if 
it takes root on the local level the BRC will 
become a predominately working class 
organization in its composition, because the 
black community in the US is overwhelmingly 
proletarian. Therefore, any serious attempt 
to organize it must reflect its class needs and 
I aspirations. Thus a new generation of working 
I class leaders can be developed and trained. 

I But this can happen if and only if democratic 
I structures are installed for a movement that is 
I clear about its program and ready to break 
Iwith the parties and program of capital. 

I Programmatically the BRC, in the “Freedom 
I Agenda" and other documents, has denounced 
I capitalist exploitation, but stopped short of 
lcalling for socialism; made demands upon the 
I US government while calling for “self- 
Idetermination”. In short, there are internal 
(contradictions within the program of the BRC. 

It remains necessary to give specific 
Icontent, clear and uncompromising, to the 
(algebraic formulations of the “Freedom 
lAgenda”. We must translate our demands into 
■political action that speaks to the needs of 
(Black working people: decent housing, 
| healthcare, education and secure jobs. We 
Imust strive to build a movement for 
(fundamental change with the will to join all 
[other workers in America in seeking the power 
(to meet our collective needs, and that means 
(socialism. 

During the BRC convention a youth caucus 
[was formed. These young people met for 
(hours striving to hammer out some practical 
[accomplishments that they could take home 
■with them and start to work with. While they 
[were only partially successful, their intensity 
[and enthusiasm was both contagious and 
[inspiring. Some “veterans” feared that the 
[youth caucus meetings could lead to a spin off, 
[or split from the BRC. In fact, the best way 
[to insure such a rupture is to cultivate an 
| atmosphere of distrust and oppression of the 
Ivouth. 









But by convention time Jackson hadl 
rediscovered his role and decided that it was I 
time for “the lion and the lamb to lie down! 
together”. One problem: the only time the lion I 
lies down with the lamb is at dinner time! Then I 
in 1992, Crime Bill Clinton utilized the a I 
Rainbow Coalition gathering to demonstrate! 
his contempt for blacks and hisl 
“independence” from Jackson by deliberately! 
and dishonestly misinterpreting a comment by I 
Sister Soldier. From Judas-goat to punching! 
bag, Jackson remains loyal to the Democrats to I 
the point of supporting Clinton’s scandalous! 
Africa Trade bill, which would impose the! 
corporate agenda of starvation wages and! 
union-busting on African workers. Even! 
Jackson’s son, Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr., I 
voted against this piece of legislation, calling it I 
a new form of slavery. Jackson Senior is| 
clearly incapable of learning or of changing. 

In spite of the fact that over 6,000 black I 
men and women have been elected to public! 
office (mostly as Democrats), the reality that! 
living conditions for black people havel 
continued to worsen should “make it plain” that! 
these black Democrats are not the! 
representatives of the black masses, but frontl 
men, and women, for the capitalist system.! 
What did these black elected official do tol 
organize the black community to resist Crime! 
Bill Clinton’s bi-partisan legislative onslaught! 
against us? All toll. Nothing! 

The National Association for thel 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) thel 
oldest (and most conservative) civil rights! 
group in the country has also proven itself] 
completely incapable of leading the resistance! 
to the blatant dismantling of the gains of thel 
Civil Rights movement that has been going onl 
recently. The NAACP has become so senilel 
and feeble that they couldn’t even wage a| 
serious opposition to Uncle Thomas’! 
appointment to the Supreme Court. It’s al 
damn shame! But why has the NAACP becomel 
so ineffective a weapon for the black| 
community? 

A good part of the reason that the NAACPI 
has failed in its self-proclaimed duty to defend! 
civil rights was revealed in the Benjamin Chavis! 
affair. Chavis was brought in as Executive! 
Director of the NAACP to “revitalize" thel 
ailing organization. He tried to gather| 


15. We must see the struggle in globaltemTs^ 


16. We need to meet people where they are, 
taking seriously identity politics and single 
issue reform groups, at the same time that we 
push for a larger vision that links these 
struggles. 


11 . Black radicals must build a national 
congress of radical forces in the Black 
community to strengthen radicalism as the 
legitimate voice of Black working and poor 
[ people, and to build organized resistance. 
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to organize it must reflect its class needs and 
I aspirations. Thus a new generation of working 
I class leaders can be developed and trained. 

1 But this can happen if and only if democratic 
I structures are installed for a movement that is 
[clear about its program and ready to break 
I with the parties and program of capital. 

1 Programmatically the BRC, in the “Freedom 
I Agenda” and other documents, has denounced 
■capitalist exploitation, but stopped short of 
lcalling for socialism; made demands upon the 
luS government while calling for “self- 
Idetermination". In short, there are internal 
(contradictions within the program of the BRC. 

It remains necessary to give specific 
|content, clear and uncompromising, to the 
[algebraic formulations of the “Freedom 
[Agenda”. We must translate our demands into 
[political action that speaks to the needs of 
[Black working people: decent housing, 
[healthcare, education and secure jobs. We 
[must strive to build a movement for 
[fundamental change with the will to join all 
[other workers in America in seeking the power 
[to meet our collective needs, and that means 
| socialism. 

During the BRC convention a youth caucus 
[was formed. These young people met for 
[hours striving to hammer out some practical 
[accomplishments that they could take home 
[with them and start to work with. While they 
[were only partially successful, their intensity 
[and enthusiasm was both contagious and 
[inspiring. Some “veterans" feared that the 
| youth caucus meetings could lead to a spin off, 
lor split from the BRC. In fact, the best way 
|to insure such a rupture is to cultivate an 
[atmosphere of distrust and oppression of the 
|youth. 

[ While it remains to be seen, the strength of 
[the BRC could lie in its self-pioclaimed desire 
[to act as a united front organization. Without 
Idelay functional BRC local organizing 
[committees need to make their presence felt in 
[struggles in their communities. Meet, discuss 
[the political landscape, and decide where you 
lean make your contribution. But of primary 
(importance is - to start. 

[ Gerald Sanders is running for Congress in 
[/he 9th Congressional District of California on 
I the Peace and Freedom Party Ticket. He can 
[be reached by phone - (510) 655-5764 or E- 
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stopped flowing into the NAACP’s coffers. 
Donations from the black community don’t 
come close to paying the salaries of the 
NAACP bureaucrats. The bureaucrats 
screamed bloody murder. In August of 1994 
Benjamin Chavis was fired by the NAACP’s 
board of directors, under the pretext of a sex 
drama. Crime Bill Clinton is still President in 
spite of his little drama. 


Instead we were given a lecture in - 
numerology. When the dust cleared, and the 
participants returned home, the Nation of 
Islam proved impotent in creating, leading and 
sustaining a democratically organized 
movement capable of addressing the needs of 
Black America. What Farrakhan thought was a 
new beginning for his bid to become the 
premier leader of blacks in America may have 
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15. We must see the struggle in globaHetTn^ 


16. We need to meet people where they are, 
taking seriously identity politics and single I 
issue reform groups, at the same time that we | 
push for a larger vision that links these 
struggles. 


11 . Black radicals must build a national 
congress of radical forces in the Black 
community to strengthen radicalism as the 
legitimate voice of Black working and poor 
I people, and to build organized resistance. 
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Energy Deregulation 


Continued from page 3 

to use the cheapest, and least environmentally 
sensitive, power production. 

Converting a regulated, privately-held 
company to multiple privately-held companies 
all competing with each other does not change 
the amount of power people use or the ways in 
which it is produced. 

Under deregulation, the same electrical 
needs of Californians will be met by many 
competing companies, each with their own 
marketing budgets, bureaucracy and 
overhead. This competition is unlikely to drive 
costs down since it creates lots of new costs. A 
1970 Federal Power Commission report 
indicated that publicly owned power is 40% 
cheaper than privately run. The Green-E’s sing 
of the salvation that deregulation is for them 
(I’m sure they mean to say the environment). 
They say it is their only chance to compete, 
that the marketplace will eventually work itself 
out so that they are the winners. Rather than 
hold out for that day, we should demand 
municipal 100% green power now. 

Capitalism forces people, and corporations, 
to become brutal in order to survive. It takes 
our brightest thinkers and co-ops their skills to 
helping capital accumulate more capital, not 
necessarily cleaning up the environment or 
coming up with new ideas on energy 
generation and use. What can sell gets 
developed. What can’t sell gets repressed. 
Deregulation places its hopes in the power of 
the market rather than the power of the people. 
The prevailing attitude seems to be that society 
works efficiently only when personal profit is 
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involved. But certain things (like health care, 
mass transit, clean water) should not be 


that they were interested in renewable energy, 
but of these people, only 10% actually signed a 
contract with a Green-E provider because it 
would increase their bill by $2 a month. How 
many are going to switch when the increase for 
choosing renewable power in CA is at least 
$10/month? 

If we were to ever take the real costs into 
consideration, green energy would win. But 
because we don’t consider the environmental 
and human damages in the cost of producing 
power, the historical investment in 
- conventional power sources makes it cheaper 
to produce. Deregulation moves us further 
away from considering these hidden costs, 
because short-term profits are now the only 
reasons for energy providers to continue 
conducting business. Employee and 
environmental safety in the current 
deregulation scheme don’t enter the picture 
unless they increase profits. No one is quite 
sure what the added danger will be if plants 
sacrifice safety for profit. And there is no 
reason to believe that they won’t do so now 
that regulation has loosened. 

Green power is good for capitalism. In an 
effort to get new “power brokers,” one web site 
advertises to potential green energy providers: 
“large users will get better prices while 
individuals make up the difference.” No 
surprise there — volume discounts for people 
and companies who use lots and lots of power. 
The only thing encouraged is more power use, 
and therefore more profits. 

A Historical Perspective 

Prior to deregulation, long-distance 
telephone calls were so expensive that people 
timed their calls, limited themselves to only a 
few minutes, and called only on special 
occasions. Fax machines and wireless phones 
were virtually non-existent. With a competitive 
market, people are buying more than ever just 
to stay in touch. And all the while they think 
they have a choice between one global mega- 
corooration and another. You can huv 


publishes an excellent newspaper on energy 
deregulation. They have a brochure which 
answers commonly-asked questions and which 
alerts citizens of their rights. They are also 
drafting a ballot initiative to make restructuring 
more fair to individual customers. According to 
a Utility Consumers Action Network (UCAN) 
report, only 23 of 132 companies they 
surveyed offered competitively-priced electric 
sen/ices to small businesses and residential 
customers. 20% of these companies registered 
with CPUC are not providing service at all, 
simply are part of a multi-level marketing 
scheme. 34% were “difficult to contact and did 
not return phone calls.” You can see how 
UCAN rated the companies at 
http://www.ucan.org. 

And the winners are... 

When I spoke with the UCAN survey 
providers in mid-July, I asked about the 23 
companies that they claimed were offering 
competitive services. By that point there were 
even fewer choices. They recommend the 
following companies: 

Non-renewable power 

• Commonwealth Energy Corp., Tustin, CA 
92780, 1-800-225-4367 (can save you an 
addition 2-5%) 

• Friendly Power, 1-888-5POWER5 

Renewable Green-E power 

• Clean ‘n Green, San Jose, CA, 1 -888-425- 
3361 (locally-produced wind power) 

• Green Mountain, S. Burlington, VT, 1-888- 
246-6730 (excellent customer service and 
bonus gifts) 

• Earth Source 100,1 -888-334-7664 

• PG&E 100 if you are not easy with change 
but wanting Green-E. 

With reservation, our house is opting for the 
local Clean n’ Green. We are sucking up the 
extra cost of renewable energy and offsetting 
this by lowering our energy consumption. 
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Fight MAI! 

Multilateral Agreement 
on Investment 

Continued from page 1 

rules that provide more protection than the 
international standards. 

The MAI would be binding on state and local 
governments and laws (in addition to national 
governments and laws), although only the 
Federal governments would agree to MAI. 
Therefore, cities like Berkeley and San 
Francisco would be prohibited from passing 
laws providing stricter labor and 
environmental protections than international 
standards. In addition, any local government 
trade sanctions, like bans against buying South 
African or Burmese goods, would be banned. 
Under MAI, San Francisco’s domestic partners 
law and Berkeley’s gasoline boycotts would be 
prohibited. 

The MAI is designed to quicken the pace of 
economic globalization. MAI will make it easier 
for multinational corporations to ship 
investment capital and jobs anywhere in the 
world. This allows transnationals to shop for 
the country with the lowest wages, worst 
working conditions, and most lax environmental 
standards, while simultaneously punishing any 
government or people who try to protect living 
standards and the environment. The final 
result is to centralize ever more wealth and 
power in unaccountable corporations while 
people lose the ability to pass laws to protect 
themselves from the corporations. 

Because MAI threatens the lives and health 
of the majority of the worlds peoples, the 
transnational corporations that back MAI and 
their government lackeys tried to keep MAI a 
secret for as long as possible. Its text was 
secret until a draft was leaked and put on the 
internet in January 1997. The MAI has gotten 
ittle media coverage and the Clinton 
Administration has kept its participation 
quiet. 

World leaders choose to negotiate MAI 
through the OECD as part of a clever attempt 
to exclude most of the world’s governments 
from the process. The OECD is made up of 





coming up witn new ideas on energy 
generation and use. What can sell gets 
developed. What can’t sell gets repressed. 
Deregulation places its hopes in the power of 
the market rather than the power of the people. 
The prevailing attitude seems to be that society 
works efficiently only when personal profit is 
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large users win gei ueuei win 

individuals make up the difference.” No 
surprise there — volume discounts for people 
and companies who use lots and lots of power. 
The only thing encouraged is more power use, 
and therefore more profits. 

A Historical Perspective 
Prior to deregulation, long-distance 
telephone calls were so expensive that people 
timed their calls, limited themselves to only a 
few minutes, and called only on special 
occasions. Fax machines and wireless phones 
were virtually non-existent. With a competitive 


Non-Renewable Energy Sources market, people are buying more than ever just 

to stay in touch. And all the while they think 


involved. But certain things (like health care, 
mass transit, clean water) should not be 


required to make a profit in the marketplace. 
“Why should rich corporations have the right to 
deprive families of electricity, of gas to cook 
with, or fuel to heat their homes. These are 
life’s necessities, like food, air, water. They 
should not be the private property of 
corporations, which use them to hold us 
hostage to the dark, to the cold, until we pay 
their price,” (Zinn, 1975). Electricity, in a 
modem industrial society, is a basic need, not 
a product you either buy or don’t buy at the 
market. Such basic needs should be publicly 
controlled. 

The Future According to the Green-E’s 

“Each time you buy an eco-product or 
service, you send a message to businesses 
about the kinds of goods and services you 
prefer. You create a demand for cleaner 
energy. That’s the power of the marketplace. 
The above reflects Green-E, eco-capitalist 
propaganda. Regardless of the product, it’s 
impossible to improve the environment through 
consumption. Ultimately, the best way to save 
the environment is to reduce human resource 
use: to consume less, not more. Using Green- 
E power can play a part because it means 
fewer non-renewable resources are used to 
meet people’s power needs. But when Green- 
E has to exist in a market, its providers are 
motivated to get you to use more power, not 
less. 

The new power companies believe there will 
be lots of fabulous new clean power¬ 
generating technologies developed. It is true 
that green technology development has been 
stifled — except for a brief period during the 
Carter administration’s oil crisis — in favor of 
nuclear and fossil fuel power sources. But by 
depending on the market, and thus a tiny 


they have a choice between one global mega¬ 
corporation and another. You can buy 
whatever brand of laundry detergent you want, 
but pretty much they are all owned by the 
same company. With increasing globalization, 
rather than one regulated monopoly, we lean 
towards a system with a few large companies 
and a competition that only serves to increase 
demand and drive up shareholder profits. Our 
long-term global goal should be to consume 
less, but capitalism doesn’t work that way. And 
it won’t work that way by opening up energy to 
competition either. Already some new power 
companies are demanding you purchase a 
new, fancy meter. Stay tuned — their hopes 
are to become mega-corporations that provide 
you with your power, internet connection, cable 
television, and probably anything else they 
could sell you. 

Who’s winning in the Open Market 

“With deregulation, the opportunity to make 
money is outstanding" hails a re-seller. The 
electric utility industry is a $215 billion market. 
The information about new power generating 
companies on the web indicates a pyramid 
scheme. Some companies are acting as 
middlemen — buying power on the wholesale 
market, then turning around and selling it on 
the retail market to business and residential 
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customers for a large profit. Some purchase 
energy from a variety of local generation 
facilities while others are out-of-state electric 

utiiitioc nuHninn m nn thn California market 
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Renewable Green-E power 

• Clean ‘n Green, San Jose, CA, 1 -888-425- 
3361 (locally-produced wind power) 

• Green Mountain, S. Burlington, VT, 1-888- 
246-6730 (excellent customer service and 
bonus gifts) 

• Earth Source 100,1-888-334-7664 

• PG&E tOO if you are not easy with change 
but wanting Green-E. 

With reservation, our house is opting for the 
local Clean n’ Green. We are sucking up the 
extra cost of renewable energy and offsetting 
this by lowering our energy consumption. 



Continued from page 3 

is expected to fulfill an agreement to woik to 
organize the entire courier industry. 

What excites me about the prospect of 
messengers organizing is the power that 
messengers could wield if they were to 
constitute themselves as a collective force. 
San Francisco’s retail-financial-corporate 
center, a base to many of the world’s biggest 
and most powerful businesses, could not 
function without hundreds and hundreds of 
messengers (not only on bikes: also by foot, 
moped, motorcycle and auto) servicing its 
same-day-delivery needs. This leverage is the 
basis for real social power that is far more 
inspiring, in my view, than simply securing a 
contract with our employers. 

This raises many questions about the role of 
unions in the radical project which many 
leftists and progressives seem unwilling to 
entertain. In their chief role as labor 
merchandisers, unions seek to create a closed 
labor market within which they can sell their 
“wares". Is this radical? Is it inspiring? Why 
does it seem to fail so often even on its own 
limited terms? My guess is that the answer to 
the third question, at least in part, is because 
the answer to the first two is a resounding 
NO. 


From the standpoint of traditional unionism, 
the transience which characterizes the courier 
industry is a major impediment to organizing 
because it doesn’t accommodate the 
designedly slow pace of the official recognition 
process. Isn’t this a reason to look beyond the 
legal, state-sanctioned mechanisms? After all, 
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themselves from the corporations. 

Because MAI threatens the lives and health 
of the majority of the worlds peoples, the 
transnational corporations that back MAI and 
their government lackeys tried to keep MAI a 
secret for as long as possible. Its text was 
secret until a draft was leaked and put on the 
internet in January 1997. The MAI has gotten 
little media coverage and the Clinton 
Administration has kept its participation 
quiet. 

World leaders choose to negotiate MAI 
through the OECD as part of a clever attempt 
to exclude most of the world’s governments 
from the process. The OECD is made up of 
the 29 richest industrialized nations. Once 
MAI is approved by the OECD countries, the 
OECD plans to present MAI to the rest of the 
world’s nations for approval with no changes 
permitted. Any country wanting access to the 
world’s capital markets will have no choice but 
to sign on. 


Resist the MAI 


People around the world have begun to rise 
up against the process of economic 
globalization which, like colonialism before it, 
concentrates the world’s wealth in a few 
western hands. From India to Mexico to 
Indonesia to Brazil, millions in non-OECD 
countries now oppose the World Trade 
Organization and the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, and are ready to fight MAI. 

And in many OECD countries opposition is 
gathering. Since the United States is one of 
the main countries pushing passage of the MAI, 
activists in the US have a pivotal role to play in 
defeating MAI. 

The Clinton Administration, in an attempt to 
avoid organized opposition to MAI, is trying to 
pass “fast track” trade legislation that will 
strip Congress of the ability to amend MAI, 
forcing it to either approve or reject MAI if 
Clinton treats MAI as an “agreement” rather 
than a “treaty." Fast track will also allow 
approval by a simple majority, rather than the 
two-thirds majority required under the 
Constitution for a “treaty.” 

Aside from opposing and defeating “fast 
track" authority, the most important way to 
oppose MAI is to make sure everyone in the US 
knows what it would mean for their lives. The 
mainstream press, controlled by global 
corporations set to reap billions if MAI is 
finished, have kept news about MAI out of the 
news. Activists need to break the silence. 








deprive rammes or electricity, ot gas to cook 
with, or fuel to heat their homes. These are 
life’s necessities, like food, air, water. They 
should not be the private property of 
corporations, which use them to hold us 
hostage to the dark, to the cold, until we pay 
their price,” (Zinn, 1975). Electricity, in a 
modem industrial society, is a basic need, not 
a product you either buy or don’t buy at the 
market. Such basic needs should be publicly 
controlled. 

The Future According to the Green-E’s 

“Each time you buy an eco-product or 
service, you send a message to businesses 
about the kinds of goods and services you 
prefer. You create a demand for cleaner 
energy. That's the power of the marketplace. ” 
The above reflects Green-E, eco-capitalist 
propaganda. Regardless of the product, it’s 
impossible to improve the environment through 
consumption. Ultimately, the best way to save 
the environment is to reduce human resource 
use: to consume less, not more. Using Green- 
E power can play a part because it means 
fewer non-renewable resources are used to 
meet people’s power needs. But when Green- 
E has to exist in a market, its providers are 
motivated to get you to use more power, not 
less. 

The new power companies believe there will 
be lots of fabulous new clean power¬ 
generating technologies developed. It is true 
that green technology development has been 
stifled — except for a brief period during the 
Carter administration’s oil crisis — in favor of 
nuclear and fossil fuel power sources. But by 
depending on the market, and thus a tiny 
number of “green" consumers who can afford 
to pay more for their electricity, investment in 
green power-generating technology will 
continue to be starved. The best way to 
promote green power technology is simply to 
require it. A system which depends on the 
market serves another goal: enriching 
shareholders and taking the political pressure 
to go green off of the majority of the electrical 
industry. 

Who will choose Green-E Anyhow? 

In 1993, a power utilities company in 
Colorado surveyed residents about the 
potential demand for Green-E. 75% responded 


same company. With increasing globalization, 
rather than one regulated monopoly, we lean 
towards a system with a few large companies 
and a competition that only serves to increase 
demand and drive up shareholder profits. Our 
long-term global goal should be to consume 
less, but capitalism doesn’t work that way. And 
it won’t work that way by opening up energy to 
competition either. Already some new power 
companies are demanding you purchase a 
new, fancy meter. Stay tuned — their hopes 
are to become mega-corporations that provide 
you with your power, internet connection, cable 
television, and probably anything else they 
could sell you. 

Who’s winning in the Open Market 

“With deregulation, the opportunity to make 
money is outstanding” hails a re-seller. The 
electric utility industry is a $215 billion market. 
The information about new power generating 
companies on the web indicates a pyramid 
scheme. Some companies are acting as 
middlemen — buying power on the wholesale 
market, then turning around and selling it on 
the retail market to business and residential 
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customers for a large profit. Some purchase 
energy from a variety of local generation 
facilities while others are out-of-state electric 
utilities nudging in on the California maiket. 

But buyer beware: although there are over 
200 newly registered electric service providers 
approved by the CA Public Utilities 
Commission, many are already listed as 
“suspended" or “revoked”. For only $150, 
anyone can register with the Public Utilities 
Commission as a provider/reseller and reap 
the benefits of privately owned power, but it 
requires huge amounts of start-up capital to 
maintain overhead and build infrastructure 
while waiting for new customers to sign up. 

The independent Utility Reform Network 
(TURN) in San Francisco (415-929-8876) 
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is expected to fulfill an agreement to work to 
organize the entire courier industry. 

What excites me about the prospect of 
messengers organizing is the power that 
messengers could wield if they were to 
constitute themselves as a collective force. 
San Francisco’s retail-financial-corporate 
center, a base to many of the world’s biggest 
and most powerful businesses, could not 
function without hundreds and hundreds of 
messengers (not only on bikes: also by foot, 
moped, motorcycle and auto) servicing its 
same-day-delivery needs. This leverage is the 
basis for real social power that is far more 
inspiring, in my view, than simply securing a 
contract with our employers. 

This raises many questions about the role of 
unions in the radical project which many 
leftists and progressives seem unwilling to 
entertain. In their chief role as labor 
merchandisers, unions seek to create a closed 
labor market within which they can sell their 
“wares”. Is this radical? Is it inspiring? Why 
does it seem to fail so often even on its own 
limited terms? My guess is that the answer to 
the third question, at least in part, is because 
the answer to the first two is a resounding 
NO. 

From the standpoint of traditional unionism, 
the transience which characterizes the courier 
industry is a major impediment to organizing 
because it doesn’t accommodate the 
designedly slow pace of the official recognition 
process. Isn’t this a reason to look beyond the 
legal, state-sanctioned mechanisms? After all, 
doesn’t worker fluidity and instability pervade 
the American economy in 1998? In fact, it 
seems itinerant/temp/transient workers, 
often the most oppressed, are apt to be 
mighty disloyal, and thus, potentially the most 
insurgent. If so, acting quickly seems in order! 

Stay tuned. 

Those interested in donating to the SFBMA 
strike fund and/or receiving the SFBMA 
newsletter, Cognition, should contact: 
SFBMA, PO Box 640251, San Francisco, CA 
94164-0251. Ronnie R. has been a SF bike 
messenger for the better part of the past 4 


world’s nations for approval with no changes 
permitted. Any country wanting access to the 
world’s capital markets will have no choice but 
to sign on. 

Resist the MAi 

People around the world have begun to rise 
up against the process of economic 
globalization which, like colonialism before it, 
concentrates the world’s wealth in a few 
western hands. From India to Mexico to 
Indonesia to Brazil, millions in non-OECD 
countries now oppose the World Trade 
Organization and the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, and are ready to fight MAI. 

And in many OECD countries opposition is 
gathering. Since the United States is one of 
the main countries pushing passage of the MAI, 
activists in the US have a pivotal role to play in 
defeating MAI. 

The Clinton Administration, in an attempt to 
avoid organized opposition to MAI, is trying to 
pass “fast track” trade legislation that will 
strip Congress of the ability to amend MAI, 
forcing it to either approve or reject MAI if 
Clinton treats MAI as an “agreement" rather 
than a “treaty." Fast track will also allow 
approval by a simple majority, rather than the 
two-thirds majority required under the 
Constitution for a “treaty." 

Aside from opposing and defeating “fast 
track” authority, the most important way to 
oppose MAI is to make sure everyone in the US 
knows what it would mean for their lives. The 
mainstream press, controlled by global 
corporations set to reap billions if MAI is 
finished, have kept news about MAI out of the 
news. Activists need to break the silence. 

To get involved in the struggle against MAI, 
contact the International Forum on 
Globalization, 1555 Pacific Ave, San 
Francisco, CA 94109, 415-771-3394, 
www.igc.apc.org/ifg. 

Wanted: Insolent Radicals! 

Get a job as a messenger and help the class 
war this Fall. Advanced, Ultra Ex, 
Professional, Aero and many others will be 
hiring like mad come September, just in time 
for the SFBMA’s intensified organizing 
campaign! _ 
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August 

ice: Radical gathering for 
la For info: (416) 635-2763, 

len’s Gathering. Dance, 
(Workshops, mudpit, ritual... 


August 17-23 Active Fids 
social change. Toronto, Ci 
res||t@tao.ca 
August 28-30 Twin Oaks \ 
drumming camping, swjmi 
1-OUfSa) VA, t ;(540) 894|l 


iua: gathering plus skills training and strategy session 


August 19-24 Rainforest Acfibri Chf 
on rainforest issues. Occidental ^Arts 
August 21 (3rd Friday) Clitoral Mass 
August 22 Presentation about, the Ku 
Center, 509 Ellis St. (@ LeaVenvfbrt 
August 23 BREAD alteii^iil^ffeni 
(1 block west of Telegraph between ' 
August 28 (last Friday of/trie molth) 
5:30 pm, Justin Herman Plaza (||Ef 
August 29 & 30 SF Miii||ipu|tfjN 


Ecology Center. Pre-register w/RAN, 41; 
linen’s bike ride. Meet @ 6:30 at the Won 
»h Peace Movement. 6 pm, Cultural 
San Francisco (415) 386-9209 
jotluck brunch. 11-2, Halcyon Commons 
bster 4 Prince), Berkeley 
f ederal Mass. 

treadaro BART). . 1 

igedycbre". 2 pm,,UvdOij<;Pa^|pefkel|i 


September 


September 12-16 Rail-volutio 
and building fveable comfnunit 
OR. For info- (800) 788-7077 


Conference: “Revitalizing 
ss with transit..." Portland, 


September 11 BerkeleyFriday of the)mj&jBE% ’ Sr| Jnj 

Meet at 5:30 pm, downtown Berkeley BART 

September 11 Video: “July 25—The secret is out” about the July 1997 Critical |Sb| 
mass police crackdown. 8pm, The Long Haul, 3124 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
September 12 Micro-power radio workshop. 1-5 pm, Gatberville. Pot-luck ! 
dinner and videos after 7 pm. Calf 510-464-3041 for info. 

September 17 Headwaters Rally : Protest at hearings about Pacific Lumber's Habitat Destruction 
Plan, Santa Rosa. Call 510-835-6303 for locations and times. See article on page 15. 

September 25-27 Critical Resistance strategy session: “Beyond the Prison Industrial 
Complex”. UC Berkeley campus. For info: (510) 643-2094. See article on page 3. 

September 25-27 East Bay Food Not Bombs Retreat. For info: 510-644-4187 
September 29, Sacramento; October 1, Eureka — Headwaters Rally: Protest at hearings 
about Pacific Lumber’s Habitat Destruction Plan. Call 510-835-6303 for locations and times. 


October 


October 2-4 National micropower radio actions, 
Washington DC. For info: (510) 464-3041 
October 12-1613° Encuentno Feminists Autonomo de 
Latinoamerica y del Caribe. La Paz, Bolivia (register by 
September 13). For info: creando@ceibo.entelnet.bo 
October 16-18 Pacific Northwest micro-power radio 
gathering. Confront the NAB convention! Seattle. For info 
510-464-3041 


sometime in October Casey Neill show somewhere in the Bay Area. 
Call 510 848-8724 for date and location 

October 17 Caravan to Chowchilla women’s prison & rally at Corcoran 
state prison for prisoners’ human rights. Call 510-845-8813 for info. 
October 18 Class: Sustainable Forestry Practices, Occidental 
Arts & Ecology Center For info: 707-874-1557, oaec@igc.org 


long Haul Infoshop & Radical lilraiy Open Hours 


Monday: $ only 

4 - 7 + 

Thursday: 

3-9 

3124 Shattuck 


Tuesday: 

6-9 

Sunday: 

3-9 

Berkeley 


Wednesday: 

6-9 

Cafe Night 

Sun. 7:30 

510-540-0751 
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